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MODI, ADANI, KIRAN PATEL:  
'GUJARAT MODEL' 

CONTINUES TO UNRAVEL

T he script of the much-trumpeted ‘Gujarat Model’ is getting curiouser 
and curiouser, and the twists in its trajectory since the beginning of 
2023 have been nothing short of sensational. 

The year began on a dramatic note with the BBC screening a two-part 
documentary film called the Modi Question. The revisiting of the post-
Godhra genocide of Muslims in Modi’s Gujarat on a mainstream global media 
platform like the BBC reignited what was widely reported twenty years ago 
when the Indian media had still not yet metamorphosed into its current Godi 
Media avatar. The video also brought to surface hitherto unknown facts like 
the investigation then conducted by the British High Commission which 
had found Narendra Modi directly responsible for a systematic campaign 
of violence against Gujarat’s Muslims that had all the hallmarks of ethnic 
cleansing. This was corroborated by Jack Straw, the then Foreign Secretary 
of the UK Government. As shown in the documentary, Modi as Gujarat CM 
had at the time mentioned his ‘failure to handle the media properly’ as his 
only regret, and as India’s PM twenty years later he made it clear what he 
meant by proper media handling when he invoked Emergency powers under 
India’s IT Act to block the video on India’s social media and then unleashed 
IT raids on BBC offices in Delhi and Mumbai.

If the BBC documentaries exposed the true nature of the Modi government 
before the whole world, the Hindenburg report triggered an economic 
landslide for the Adani empire. The Adani group’s attempt to equate its 
economic interests with the ‘pride of India’ and term the Hindenburg report 
an anti-India conspiracy found no support in India’s public opinion. If 
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anything, the Modi government’s stubborn refusal to 
conduct any probe into the Adani scam has moved the 
spotlight to focus on the most significant aspect of the 
Adani scam – the ties between Adani and Modi. The 
two pillars of the Gujarat model – unbridled genocidal 
politics and unmitigated corporate fraud and plunder– 
have thus been exposed and challenged like never before. 

Now we have a stunning third dimension of the Gujarat 
model epitomized by Kiran Jagdishbhai Patel who has 
recently been arrested by the Jammu and Kashmir police 
as a conman. This arrest came after he had paid several 
visits over the last few months to high-security areas 
of Jammu and Kashmir under Z-plus security cover 
posing as an Additional Director of the 
PMO! From his social media accounts, 
it is clear that Patel has been associated 
with the BJP and with the Modi campaign 
in 2014 and 2019 and he claims that he has 
been carrying forward the Modi mission 
in Kashmir by promoting ‘development 
and tourism’ in this highly militarized 
state. 

The government which specializes in 
habitually deceiving the people with 
fraudulent claims, coolly dismissing 
them as ‘joomlas’ when exposed, which 
remains silent over a corporate fraud as 
humongous as the Adani scam, is surely 
going to keep mum over the Kiran Patel 
episode. But the questions arising from this huge security 
lapse or worse are surely crying out for answers. Posing as 
a PMO official may be a natural trick for a conman from 
Gujarat, but who gave him Z-plus security cover and that 
too in a state like Jammu and Kashmir? Either the system 
is so ineffectual that anybody can take it for a ride by 
dropping names and pretending to be associated with 
the Prime Minister and if that is the answer then all the 
tall claims being made by the Modi government about its 
so-called system of strategic intelligence and security are 
as false as the demonetization claims of destroying black 
money. Else we have to believe that Kiran Patel was part 
of some deep state conspiracy. It is alleged that even as 
he was arrested, two of his companions have been let off. 

We have not yet got a credible answer to the Pulwama 
blast on the eve of the 2019 Lok Sabha elections. How 
could a vehicle laden with lethal explosives attack a high 
security CRPF convoy and kill forty CRPF personnel? 
Like the unanswered questions raised by the Pulwama 
attack, we do not know why the Indian state let off 
DSP Davinder Singh who was arrested while ferrying 
alleged terrorists just by dismissing him from service. 
Kashmir today is a completely centrally administered 

and heavily militarised region and the responsibility 
for major intelligence or security lapses like the DSP 
Davinder Singh episode or the Kiran Patel affair lies 
squarely with the Ministry of Home Affairs or the Prime 
Minister himself. 

Another disturbing and similarly murky development is 
currently brewing in Punjab, centring around Amritpal 
Singh whose rise is seen by many in Punjab as a repeat of 
the Bhindranwale phenomenon. In the case of Kiran Patel 
his companions have been let off while in the Amritpal 
Singh affair, his companions have been arrested even as 

he has succeeded in evading arrest. The rapid rise of 
Amritpal Singh as the successor of Deep Sidhu, the 

Punjab actor who campaigned for the 
BJP in 2019 and was a key accused in 
the Republic Day violence at Lal Qila 
during the farmers’ movement in 2021, 
and who later died mysteriously in a car 
crash, is widely believed in Punjab to be 
part of a larger game plan to push the 
state into social and political turmoil 
reminiscent of the 1980s and 1990s 
when the state reeled under the twin 
attacks of Khalistani terrorism and 
extra-judicial terror and repression 
unleashed by the state. 

As the ‘Gujarat model’ unravels and 
India wakes up to the disastrous 
economics and politics of the Modi-

Adani nexus, the Sangh-BJP establishment is clearly 
desperate to exploit every fault line to create chaos and 
deepen conflict and division for its own benefit, and will 
go to any lengths in order to subject India to greater 
dictatorial control. Only powerful anti-fascist people’s 
movements which vigilantly refuse to be diverted or 
divided can foil this gameplan. n
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COMMENTARY

MODI-ADANI MODEL IN CRISIS
	\ ARINDAM SEN

Modi Government Must Name and Punish  

the Criminals behind the Adani Scam

[1]  The promoters or original owners of public limited companies are not allowed to own more than 75% of equity shares, so that they may not 
increase or decrease the share prices at will. 
[2]  A shell company is a firm that has a shell or outer appearance of a business entity, but is empty within -- one that exist only on paper, with no 
or little real business. 
[3]  Round tripping is a practice where funds are transferred from one country to another and transferred back to the country of origin for 
purposes like money laundering or to get the benefits of tax concession/evasion in countries like Mauritius which are known for low taxes, lax tax 
regulations, etc. Also, there have been instances (the Adani group being one) where the money routed back was used to manipulate stock prices of 
listed Indian companies. Due to these reasons, such transactions are prohibited, except without prior approval of the RBI on case-to-case basis. 
However, following Modi’s second coming in 2019, a government-appointed High-Level Advisory Group (HLAG) observed, “the baggage of round 
tripping cannot be used to stifle a major sector any more than using the risk of a traffic accident to stop construction of a key highway”. It recom-
mended amending the law to introduce the aspect of round tripping in the Indian regulatory framework. The previous strict approach was thus 
somewhat liberalized in the name of ease of doing business.

The cluster bomb dropped by 
Hindenburg Research on 24 
January not only hit the target 

with crippling impact, but brought 
about cascading damage to many, 
including business entities and small 
players on the bourses, and created 
a perfect storm, both financial and 
political. 

One of the key findings in the 
Hindenburg report is that certain 
companies in tax havens around the 
world have been investing almost 
exclusively in Adani Group stocks. 
These companies are alleged to be 
linked to or ultimately controlled 
by Vinod Adani, the elder brother of 
Gautam Adani. These investments, 
the report   alleged, surreptitiously 
violated Indian securities law1, as 
they were being made by a ‘related 
party’, thereby reducing the number 
of shares held by investors other 
than company insiders/promoters 
to below the statutory minimum 
of 25%. Trading of shares between 
these tax-haven entities or ‘shell 
companies’2, which is known as 
round tripping3, artificially pumped 
up the valuation of the group’s listed 
companies. Moreover, by flaunting 
the highly overvalued asset base, 
the group projected itself as one of 
the world’s richest, most rapidly 

growing, and therefore apparently 
most reliable conglomerate and 
bagged a large number of contracts 
in infrastructure building not only 
in India but also in Bangladesh, 
Sri Lanka, Israel and Australia. 
Additionally, by mortgaging the 
shares at highly inflated market 
prices, they have been able to obtain 
from Indian and foreign lenders 
much larger amounts of loan than 
would have been possible without 
the overpricing.

This is how the largest corporate 
empire in Indian history was built 
up. The huge risks and tensions 
inherent in the secretive, fraudulent, 
unethical business model, developed 
conjointly with India’s most 
powerful politician, were waiting 
to implode sooner or later; the 
Hindenburg report only served to 
remotely detonate the dynamite box. 

Almost instantaneously, there was a 
veritable stock-market rout of Adani 
Group of companies. Just before 
the publication of the Hindenburg 
report, the total wealth of Adani 
group exceeded ₹10 lakh crores; 
now it came down to less than ₹3 
lakh crores. As a result, Adani was 
dumped out of the real-time Forbes 
rich list top 20, where he had been 

the global third, and Asia’s first. The 
flagship Adani Enterprises called off 
its ₹20,000-crore follow-on public 
offer (FPO) presumably under 
pressure from institutional investors 
in the FPO. Several Adani projects 
in foreign lands were cancelled or 
got stuck. Thanks to various crisis 
management measures including 
pre-payment of part of the debts, and 
the support extended by PSUs like 
LIC, Bank of Baroda and may be some 
help of his business connections and 
powerful political patrons, some of 
the Adani stocks later recovered 
a little, but they are still on shaky 
grounds. 

The report also put the Modi 
government on the dock by alleging 
that the shoddy manipulative 
techniques seem to have been 
“enabled by virtually non-existent 
financial control”. It even remarked 
that Adani used his “immense 
power to pressure the government 
and regulators to pursue those 
who question him”, so journalists, 
citizens, and even politicians were 
“afraid to speak out for fear of 
reprisal”. 

Hindenburg thus hit out, with great 
professional competence, against 
both the corporate giant directly 
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responsible for the financial crime 
and its political mentor, enabler 
and accomplice in the crime.  
In response, master strategist 
Modi spoke not a word against 
the American firm (he knew that 
would draw more attention to the 
irrefutable allegations) but chose 
to lampoon the opposition in and 
out of parliament. Clearly, his was 
a diversionary tactic. 

The Battle Begins
But that was not an option for Adani, 
because he had to try and reassure 
his investors. In his case, offence 
was the only means of defending the 
indefensible. So, an adamant Adani 
immediately shot back with an angry 
437-page rejoinder (more than four 
times bigger than the very concise 
Hindenburg report), complete with 
his trademark threat of legal action. 
Pat came a befitting reply from the 
US-based challenger:

“In the 36 hours since we released 
our report, Adani hasn’t addressed 
a single substantive issue raised. 
Instead, as expected, Adani has 
resorted to bluster and threats. ... 
Adani referred to our 106-page, 
32000-word report, with over 720 
citations and prepared over the 
course of 2 years, as “unresearched” 
and said it is “evaluating the relevant 
provisions under U.S. and Indian 
laws for remedial and punitive action 
against us. ... We would welcome it.... 
If Adani is serious, it should also file 
suit in the U.S. where we operate. We 
have a long list of documents we would 
demand in a legal discovery process.” 
(Emphases added).

This was clearly a call for a duel. But 
Adani did not have the guts to take 
up the gauntlet and go forward to 
file law suits, as he routinely did with 
upright Indian activist-journalists 
like Ravi Nair and Paranjay Guha 
Thakurta and magazines such as 
EPW and The Wire, people who 
did not have the clout and money-

power to fight prolonged, multi-city, 
costly legal battles. The litigious, 
acrimonious tycoon realised that 
this time he was on sticky wickets. 
So, the Lion King from Gujarat 
immediately turned tail and took 
refuge in fake patriotism. Taking 
a leaf out of his mentor’s book, he 
tried to fan up a frantic popular 
backlash by describing the report 
as ‘a calculated attack on India’ 
and on ‘the independence, integrity 
and quality of Indian institutions.’ 
Indeed, parochial patriotism “is 
the last refuge of the scoundrel” as 
Samuel Jonson famously said way 
back in 1775.

Modi bhakts and Adani loyalists 
were quickly mobilized for joining 
the chorus. #IndiaStandsWithAdani 
and #IndiaINCSupportsAdani” 
started trending on social media. But 
there was hardly any serious content 
in defence of the conglomerate in 
credible print and digital media. 
Rather, reputed magazines and digital 
platforms came out with a steady 
stream of articles and interviews 
substantiating, elaborating on, and 
drawing longer-term inferences 
from, the Hindenburg exposé.

What Independent 
Analysts had to Say
Wall Street Journal independently 
corroborated some of Hindenburg’s 
claims. It found a Vinod Adani link 
to a Mauritius based entity named 
Trustlink International that 
incorporated two other Mauritius 
entities. Bloomberg also found 
that Vinod Adani and his wife 
Ranjanben Adani are listed as the 
ultimate beneficiary owners of 
Endeavour Trade and Investment, 
a Mauritius-based entity which 
had previously been used by the 
Adani Group in its acquisition 
of the cement manufacturers 
Ambuja Cements and ACC from 
Switzerland’s Holcim.    Then, a 
feature story by Forbes revealed 
previously unreported transactions 

THE MAKING 
OF ADANI 

EMPIRE: 
IT TAKES TWO 

TO TANGO
How does one explain the lightning 
speed of Adani’s ascent? The key 
to the answer lies in the political 
economy of crony capitalism -- one 
of the most noxious and destructive 
forms of decadent monopoly 
capitalism, which Vladimir Ilyich 
Lenin had defined as the economic 
essence of the imperialist stage of 
capitalism -- as it reached its Zenith 
in India under Modi’s stewardship.

Three distinct phases of the sordid 
saga are easily discernible.

2003 -- 2014: Rise of the so-called 
Gujarat model of development. 

A good many heavyweight 
businesspersons in India joined the 
nationwide and worldwide criticism 
of Modi, then the chief minister of 
Gujarat, for his role in the 2002 riots. 
This was only natural, because 
irrespective of their personal views 
about communal and other social 
issues, as businesspeople they 
would always demand a peaceful 
law and order situation. But Gautam 
Adani, then a nondescript diamond 
and jewellery merchant, cleverly 
used this opportunity to try and 
promote his own career. Jointly 
with other Gujaratis including rising 
tycoon Mukesh Ambani, he helped 
the Gujarat government organise 
the first “Vibrant Gujarat: Global 
Investors’ Summit” during Navaratri, 
2003. The summit became a regular 
biennial event and helped Modi 
reinvent himself as the pro-business 
face of modern economic progress 
– as the architect of a ‘Gujarat 
model’ -- rather than one whose 
hands were drenched in blood. 
Meanwhile, Adani, among others, 
was granted lucrative concessions 

(Contd..)
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involving offshore funds with ties to 
Vinod4 Adani that ‘appear designed 
to benefit the Adani Group’.   

A rather curious story emerged 
from the Signpost, a monthly 
online newspaper published by the 
Wikipedia community. It reported 
that Wikipedia had discovered a 
systematic effort by Adani-linked 
accounts, including some run by 
Adani employees, to manipulate 
information about the group on 
Wikipedia. It said ‘over 40… 
sockpuppets or undeclared paid 
editors…tr[ied] to con Wikipedia 
readers with non-neutral PR 
versions of [Adani Group] related 
Wikipedia articles’. Many of them 
‘edited several…articles and added 
non-neutral material or puffery’.

Time carried a leader on February 
9, 2023 titled “Why Adani Group’s 
troubles will reverberate across 
India”, with an apt and insightful 
subtitle: The conglomerate is not just 
big; it also embodies the tensions in the 
country’s growth model. Billionaire 
investor and founder of Open 
Society Foundations, George Soros 
said Modi and Adani are “close allies; 
their fate is intertwined”, so the issue 
at hand “will significantly weaken 
Modi’s stranglehold on India’s 
federal government.” He also added 
that this might open the door to 
push for much-needed institutional 
reforms in India, ultimately causing 
a democratic revival in the country. 
His short comments evoked a 
disproportionately hostile reaction 
from the Indian government. Clearly, 
the powers that be were seeing red 
everywhere. 

A detailed and incisive analysis was 
provided by Aswath Damodaran, a 
professor of finance at New York 
University. As Shubham Raj reports 
in Money Control, 1 March, 2023, 

“Valuation guru Aswath Damodaran 
has said the Adani Group, as a whole, 

[4]  For a long time, the Adanis officially denied that Vinod held any position in the group. But 
on 17 March it took a 180 degree turn and said that Vinod was one of the promoters.

and Adani Enterprises, in particular, 
have too much debt. ...

“The high level of debt has done 
more harm than good for the group, 
the professor … said in a blog post 
on February 27. “The Adani Group 
collectively carries about three times 
as much debt as it should …

“In fact, … there is little, if any, 
benefit in terms of value added 
to Adani from using debt, and 
significant downside risk, unless the 
debt is being subsidised by someone 
(government, sloppy bankers, green 
bondholders). …

“A growing firm needs capital to fund 
its growth, and that capital has to 
come from equity issuances or new 
borrowing … When control becomes 
the dominant prerogative for those 
running the firm, they may choose 
to borrow money, even if it pushes 
up the cost of funding and increases 
truncation risk, rather than issue 
shares to the public (and risk diluting 
their control of the firm).”     

Beyond the 
Hindenburg report                 
Damodaran helps us with a key 
insight. Why do monopolists often 
prefer to go for excessive debt, 
knowing full well that it is a more 
costly and risky proposition, rather 
than issuance of equity even where 
there is high public demand for the 
latter? The short answer: penchant 
for control, absolute personal and 
familial control. Just like, one may 
add, in politics an autocrat will 
always place personal/dynastic/
coterie dominance above everything 
else. 

And this is how concentration of 
income and wealth in the hands of 
the super-rich and centralization 
of political power in a small coterie 
(ultimately in one despotic leader) 
go hand in hand. Conglomerates like 
Adani’s and Ambani’s have largely 

that allowed his wealth and stature 
to grow exponentially.

2014 -- 2022: Upgrading and 
Extending ‘Gujarat model’ to 
‘New India’

Adapting a provincial model to 
the national plane demanded a 
lot of improvisation. Under the 
guidance and active support of 
RSS, Modi led the charge on 
the political front, pushing for 
constructing an aggressive Hindu 
Rashtra; delegating to Ambani, 
Adani & Co. the economic agenda: 
corporatisation of all that exists, 
including PSUs, as the road to 
‘national prosperity’. In 2018, a 
controversial decision by the Indian 
government allowed Adani to bid—
and win—tenders for six airports, 
although he had no prior experience 
in operating airports. The decision 
turned his group into one of the 
country’s biggest private airport 
operators overnight. Adani also won 
the largest number of government 
tenders and infrastructure projects 
in ports, roads, railways, fossil fuels, 
and green energy across the country. 
Modi called this “nation-building” 
and Adani has been parroting this 
mantra ever since, often with a lot 
of patriotic hype and populism. 
Thus, Adani has been able to sync 
his business model with the Modi 
brand of politics much better than 
his peers. And here lies the roots 
of his exceptional success.

January 2023 – The Tango in 
Trouble 

About a year ahead of the crucial 
parliamentary elections and 
following closely in the wake 
of the BBC documentary, the 
Hindenburg report threw down a 
serious challenge to the composite 
Modi-Adani model. Given the strong 
headwinds in Indian and global 
economies and newer revelations 
like the recent one from The Indian 
Express, the difficulties are likely 
to get further complicated in the 
months to come.n
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been built on the basis of massive 
privatization of state assets, 
market monopolization, and stifled 
competition—which in 2021 led to 
the richest 1% of Indians owning 
more than 40% of the country’s 
total wealth (much higher than 32% 
in the United States), according to 
an Oxfam report. The extreme 
inequality comes with an immense 
democratic decline ( just look at the 
ruling party’s shameless refusal to 
even discuss the Hindenburg report 
in parliament), limitless corruption 
and incalculable mass suffering. 
A few glaring examples are cited 
below.

The Modi-Adani 
Coal Scam
Remember the UPA-era ‘Coalgate’ 
scandal? A 2014 Supreme Court 
ruling cancelled the illegal/
irregular allocations of 204 coal 
blocks to state government-owned 
companies which, in turn, had been 
handing over the lucrative business 
to private entities at undisclosed 
prices under secret contracts. 
Taking office the same year, Modi 
government promised to usher in a 
clean, transparent arrangement to 
mine coal.  Yet, unfettered by the 
SC ruling as well as its own policy 
decisions that put many other 
private players at a disadvantage, 
it allowed the Adani Group to 
continue operations at coal mines 
in Chhattisgarh and Rajasthan. It 
did so through an intricate maze of 
secret administrative decisions and 
manipulations (e.g., by inserting 
exceptions or new provisions to, 
or reinterpreting certain laws, rules 
and norms).5

Tax Benefits in 
India, Super-profits 
in Bangladesh
Just twelve days before dates for 
parliamentary elections were 

[5]  For details, see Modi govt allowed Adani coal deals it knew were ‘inappropriate’ written by Shreegireesh Jalihal and Kumar Sambhav (both 
are members of The Reporters’ Collective) and published in AL JAZEERA, 1 Mar 2023.

announced, the Modi Government 
on February 25, 2019 cleared the way 
for an Adani project in Jharkhand 
to become India’s first standalone 
power project having the status 
and huge benefits (100 percent 
deduction in income tax for the 
first five years, faster clearances, 
exemptions from corporate 
taxes, excise duties, state goods 
and services tax etc.) of a Special 
Economic Zone. To enable this, 
the commerce ministry amended 
power-related guidelines for SEZs 
earlier that year. Bangladesh on 
the other hand would have to pay 
exorbitant price for power because 
the agreement between the two sides 
is scandalously discriminatory.  Prof 
Anu Muhammad, member-secretary 
of the National Committee to 
Protect Oil, Gas, Mineral Resources, 
Power and Ports and well-known 
economist, public intellectual, 
editor and political activist, says 
this very categorically, “There 
was clearly no negotiation here. 
Adani dictated these terms and 
Bangladesh went along with it for 
political gains.” The Modi hand 
behind Adani is easily discernible 
here. 

Naturally there is a lot of dissension 
in Bangladesh against the Adani 
project. The same shocking episode 
of semi-colonial exploitation was 
repeated in another neighbouring 
country. Sri Lanka saw a “Stop 
Adani” protest in June last year. 
It was triggered when MMC 
Ferdinando, chairman of Sri 
Lanka’s Ceylon Electricity Board 
(CEB), informed a parliamentary 
panel that he was told by President 
Gotabaya Rajapaksa about PM 
Modi pressuring him to give the 
wind power project in Mannar 
directly to the Adani group.  Later, 
Mr Ferdinando, evidently under 
pressure, retracted his statement 

and tendered his resignation.

The Buck Stops at Modi. 
He Must Answer 
As we go to press, the fraud on 
the nation is getting murkier and 
murkier. Hindenburg Research 
had already noted that three funds, 
including Elara India Opportunities 
Fund (Elara IOF), a venture capital 
fund managed by Elara Capital, 
engaged in circuitous trading 
and market manipulation of the 
Adani group stocks. On 15 March, 
The Indian Express came up with 
some additional details. Elara, 
along with the Adani Defence, is 
a promoter entity in a defence 
company -- Bengaluru-based 
Alpha Design Technologies Private 
Limited (ADTPL). The latter in 
turn works closely with the Indian 
Space Research Organisation and 
Defence Research and Development 
Organisation and has a Rs 590-crore 
contract with the Union government. 
The implications are alarming. When 
a dubious foreign entity, jointly with 
a scam-tainted Adani company, 
gains access to sensitive DRDO and 
ISRO operations, is not there a risk 
of India’s national security being 
compromised? 

Instead of conducting a proper 
investigation into the monumental 
scam, the government is hell-bent on 
preventing or scuttling any probe. 
The probe panel constituted by the 
Supreme Court is most welcome, but 
it is concerned only about investor 
protection and not about basic 
questions like whether, as alleged by 
Hindenburg, there is a Modi-Adani 
nexus behind the scam. So, it is left 
to us, the people of India, to bring 
pressure to bear on the government, 
to hold it accountable for not just this 
particular scam, but the disastrous 
rise of crony capitalism in our 
country. n
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RESIST THE UNBRIDLED EMERGENCY 
UNLEASHED BY THE MODI REGIME

	\ DIPANKAR BHATTACHARYA

Having narrowly retained power in Tripura, the Modi 
government has launched an all-out offensive against 
the opposition by using the lethal combination of 

street power, propaganda and state power that has become 
the hallmark of this fascist regime. After relatively peaceful 
elections in Tripura, the Sangh brigade has unleashed a 
renewed reign of post-poll terror, vendetta and violence in 
the state, targeting opposition parties, their voters and even 
the fact-finding team of Left and Congress MPs and MLAs 
who were on a visit to the terror-stricken state. At the same 
time, to blunt the oppositional edge of the TIPRA Motha, the 
regional party which emerged in the elections as the leading 
non-BJP party in the state assembly, the Modi government 
has apparently agreed to appoint an interlocutor to find a 
‘constitutional solution’ to the party’s demands. 

In Meghalaya, the BJP had fought the elections separately 
after denouncing the National People’s Party-led government 
in the state of which it was a partner as being one of the most 
corrupt. Elections over, the BJP, which could win only two 
seats, has once again joined the same NPP to be part of the 
government. We have not forgotten the BJP’s corruption 
charges against Himanta Biswa Sarma when he was the 
number two in the Congress government led by Tarun Gogoi. 
After Himanta Biswa Sarma was inducted into the BJP, Amit 
Shah, when confronted by the media about the corruption 
charges against him, refused to answer the question and 
brazenly told the press that such questions should not be 
asked! Today Himanta Biswa Sarma is not just the current BJP 
CM of Assam and chief of the BJP-led North East Democratic 
Alliance, he is the spearhead of the Sangh brigade’s fascist 
offensive in the North-East. 

Joining the BJP has become the most rewarding insurance 
scheme for every leader accused of corruption and various 
other crimes. In fact, several BJP leaders openly boast about 
their immunity from investigation by any central agency. 
In Karnataka, pressure had to be mounted by Lokayukta 
employees to ensure a raid at the office of the son of a 
powerful BJP MLA which yielded Rs 6 crore cash. In Madhya 
Pradesh, the Lokayukta is being rendered defunct as the 
government does not give permission to frame charges in 
spite of investigations yielding enough evidence. While the 
BJP has thus become the surest sanctuary for the corrupt, 
the Modi government keeps hounding out the opposition 
with central agencies like ED and CBI which have now been 
totally weaponised by the regime to serve its political agenda. 
Almost all opposition parties, especially those in power, are 
at the receiving end of this brazen Modi regime campaign of 
vendetta and persecution. 

Ahead of the 2024 elections, the Modi regime is particularly 
worried about the political realignment in Bihar. In 2015 
when the BJP had to contest the Assembly elections without 
the support of Nitish Kumar’s JDU, its tally had dipped to 
53 seats. The regime then managed to break the JDU-RJD 
alliance by raking up corruption charges against the RJD 
leadership and the reunited BJP-JDU-LJP combine swept 
the 2019 Lok Sabha polls in Bihar. With the JDU again joining 
the RJD-Left-Congress grand alliance in 2022, the BJP is 
working overtime to try and break the Bihar alliance. The 
three-pronged strategy aims at destabilising the government, 
discrediting the alliance and engineering a pro-BJP political 
realignment by splitting parties and roping in new allies. Old 
cases have been reopened to target the entire family of Lalu 
Prasad Yadav. Even fake videos have been shot in Patna and 
made viral on social media to concoct a false narrative of 
Bihari workers being beaten up and killed in Tamil Nadu even 
as the ruling alliance in Bihar befriends the ruling party in 
Tamil Nadu.

The government uses the ED raids to create the spectacle of 
an anti-corruption crusade much like the November 2016 
demonetisation which was projected as a war on black money. 
These raids are widely propagated and often while the ED 
does not make any official statement as to the actual outcome 
of a raid, a perception of corruption is created by the media 
with unverified claims of assets seized by citing unnamed 
‘sources’. According to the government’s own admission in 
Parliament, of the 5422 cases of money-laundering taken up by 
the ED till 31 March 2022, chargesheets were filed only in 992 
cases and only 23 accused have been convicted. Clearly much 
of the ED exercise is aimed at manipulating public perception 
through propaganda, intimidating and discrediting political 
opponents and silencing critical voices in the media. It is also 
instructive to note that like most institutions and agencies, 
the ED too is being run by a hand-picked bureaucrat. The 
government amended the law in November 2021 to extend 
the two-year fixed tenure of ED and CBI chiefs to five years 
and then granted a record third extension in violation of the 
Supreme Court order to the current ED chief Sanjay Mishra.

It is no longer sufficient to describe the vindictive and 
repressive reign of the Modi government as an undeclared 
Emergency. It is an unbridled Emergency and if the people 
of India and the opposition cannot rein it in, we are heading 
towards a brazen display of dictatorial rule. In the 1970s, 
India had the wherewithal to get rid of the Emergency and 
move on. India in the 2020s must again generate and assert 
that democratic popular will to stop the growing fascist 
demolition of parliamentary democracy. n
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UPDATE

BULLDOZERS CONTINUOUSLY 
WREAKING HAVOC:  
NOTES FROM DELHI 

	\ AKASH BHATTACHARYA 

February Demolitions 

T he work of the All-India 
Council of Trade Unions 
(AICCTU) amidst the 

ongoing housing crisis among Delhi’s 
working class has been documented 
extensively in previous issues of the 
Workers’ Resistance. The month of 
February witnessed the demolition 
of 30-40 tenements and constructed 
houses (two apartments’ buildings 
and around 10 individual houses) in 
Mehrauli. Large areas in Mehrauli are 
still under threat but due to pressure 
from political parties and trade 
unions, the Lieutenant Governor 
(LG) has temporarily stayed the 
demolitions.     

While the temporary stay is a matter 
of relief for many, it is clear that the 
people whose houses are under threat 
remain quite uncertain about what the 
future has in store.  The temporary relief 
has been possible by a combination of 
strategic litigation and hard political 
negotiations at local levels. Demolitions 
however continue across the country, 
including in Uttarakhand which 
witnessed a ‘successful’ anti-demolition 
protest recently at Banbhoolpura. Delhi 
is likely to see more bulldozing in the 
coming weeks. 

In Delhi, it looks like the Delhi Master 
Plan 2041 is setting the stage for the 
demolitions. The plan appears as one 
that recognizes the “illegal” colonies and 
seeks to regularise them but in reality, 
it looks like their recognition is paving 
the way for demolitions. The limitations 
of the Plan in this regard were pointed 
out by experts and activists once the 
draft was circulated to the public. In an 
article published on 24 September 2021, 
Anusha Matam, Smriti Singh, and Sukrit 
Nagpal outlined a set of concerns which 
increasingly appear urgent.  

Delhi Master Plan 2041
Matam, Singh, and Nagpal point 
out that the Plan indeed enlists 
two “improvement” schemes for 
unauthorised colonies aiming “to 
improve the quality of life of people 
living in unplanned areas”. The first 
scheme pertains to the “regeneration” 
of unauthorised colonies. It calls for 
fresh development requiring high 
monetary and technical investment. 
The scheme however ignores the 
prevalent high densities and compact 
built forms of many unauthorised 
colonies. The scheme also delegates the 
entire responsibility of regeneration 
to a Developer Entity, defined as “an 
individual land/property owner or a 
group of land/property owners who 
have pooled one or more parcels 
of land for taking up development/ 
regeneration”.

But what percentage of residents 
will constitute the Developer Entity? 
How will representation of vulnerable 
residents (such as marginalised caste 
groups, women owners, and small plot 
owners) be ensured? What form will 
this consent take? These questions find 
no answer in the plan. 

The scheme is paving the way for 
gentrification and the possible 
displacement of vulnerable residents, 
the authors suggest. The scheme is 
prone to exploitation by developers 
and market forces, especially in areas 
where land value is high. Matam, Singh, 
and Nagpal also suggest that since the 
first scheme requires high financial 
and technical capacities, a majority 
of unauthorised colonies are likely 
to resort to the second scheme that 
details provisions for layout approvals 
of existing unauthorised colonies. 
Popularly referred to as the “as is 
scheme”, the norms proposed are too 
rigid to address the density and diverse 

urban morphology of the majority of 
Delhi’s unauthorised colonies, the 
authors argue.

For instance, the scheme proposes that 
all the plots should be within 30-metres 
distance from a 9-metre-wide road to 
adhere to conventional fire safety norms. 
Such requirements have been major 
roadblocks to regularisation attempts 
for several years. For dense colonies 
that have existed for over 50 years, this 
is unfeasible as it will require major 
adjustments in the built environment. 

Land and Housing 
Rights as a Core 
Political Question
On the whole, the authors point out that 
together, a total of over 75% of so-called 
unauthorised colonies do not qualify for 
either of the two improvement schemes, 
effectively shutting the door for their 
“development”. Are the improvement 
provisions applicable merely for 25% 
of the area occupied by unauthorised 
colonies, they ask?

The connections between the Master 
Plan and the current demolitions need 
more investigation. As of now there 
is a need for a national coordination 
against bulldozer politics, and strong 
local solidarities, to stop the demolitions 
and to produce land and housing rights 
as a core political issue. That will also 
help to rebuild democratic politics by 
highlighting peoples’ issues, as opposed 
to the Hindu supremacist politics we see 
at present. 

The right to adequate housing in a part 
of the international human rights law. 
This was recognized as part of the right to 
an adequate standard of living in article 
25 of the 1948 Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights and in article 11.1 of 
the 1966 International Covenant on 
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights. 
The aggressive accumulation by state 
and capital at a time of increasing 
population pressure and climate change 
needs a political response. It can only 
come from democratic forces strongly 
oriented towards working class interests 
and against the state/capital nexus.  n
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THE ELEVENTH CONGRESS OF CPI(ML): 
AN INSPIRING JOURNEY ON A 

CHALLENGING ROAD 
	\ DIPANKAR BHATTACHARYA 

I n the tradition of a Communist Party, the party congress 
is the highest assembly to chart the course of the party 
in any given situation. The situation right now in India 

is the most challenging that the communist movement, 
indeed post-independence India, has ever faced. Against 
such a backdrop, the Eleventh Congress of the CPI(ML) in 
Patna gave a dynamic demonstration of the party’s innate 
strength, expanding organisation and growing political 
initiative and intervention to intensify the people’s 
resistance against the fascist Modi regime and the Sangh 
brigade. From the 15 February “Save Democracy, Save 
India” rally on the eve of the inauguration of the Congress 
to the late evening concluding session on February 20, the 
Eleventh Congress turned into a weeklong exhibition of 
the great revolutionary legacy and reassuring strength 
and potential of the CPI(ML) at today’s crucial juncture. 

In its sequence of events and range of resolutions, the 
Eleventh Congress represented the diverse dimensions 
of the party’s ongoing praxis and the tasks and priorities 
of its developing tactical line. The rally on the eve 
of the Congress not only demonstrated the party’s 
organisational strength and expanding presence in 

new areas and growing appeal among newer sections 
of the people including sections of the middle classes 
in urban Bihar, it also highlighted the party’s continued 
commitment to carry forward wide-ranging struggles 
for people’s rights even as the party plays its role as a 
responsible constituent of the grand non-BJP alliance 
in Bihar and supports the government from outside. 
The strength of the party lies in its close ties with and 
continuing work among the masses and in the resilient 
struggles of the people against all odds. Accumulation 
and assertion of this core strength of the party is the key 
to the party’s committed role in anti-fascist resistance 
and the wide-ranging tasks and initiatives that such a 
line necessarily calls for. 

The formal proceedings of the Congress began with the 
message of closer unity and cooperation within the Left 
camp. Alongside parties like the CPI(M), CPI, RSP and 
Forward Bloc, with which the CPI(ML) is associated in 
an all-India coordination, delegations of communist 
organisations like the Marxist Coordination Committee 
of Jharkhand, Lal Nishan Party of Maharashtra, Satya 
Shodhak Communist Party of Maharashtra and the RMPI 
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of Punjab, long-standing allies of the CPI(ML) on diverse 
fronts, all addressed this inaugural session with their 
messages of unity and solidarity. 

The Eleventh Congress also witnessed an inspiring 
expression of international solidarity with the presence 
of guests from countries as far as Venezuela and Australia 
as our nearest neighbours Bangladesh and Nepal. The 
Congress also heard a Ukrainian professor teaching in India 
and a representative from the BDS campaign which calls for 
countering the Israeli occupation of Palestine by boycotting 
Israeli companies. There were also several video and written 
messages from progressive parties and movements in Latin 
America, Africa, Europe and neighbours like Sri Lanka and 
Pakistan. Members of the Indian diaspora also enriched the 
Congress with their experience of developing international 
solidarity against imperialist aggression and the rise of neo-
fascist forces as well as challenging the devious designs of 
the Hindutva right. 

In a possibly first-ever move for a Communist Party 
Congress, the proceedings were also observed by a 
number of guests from the civil society including author 
and activist Arundhati Roy and several members from 
the worlds of journalism and academia who all took their 
turns to address the delegates. Equally unconventional 
was the hosting of a convention from the Congress 
podium involving opposition leaders. The presence of 
Bihar CM and JDU leader Nitish Kumar, Deputy CM and 
RJD leader Tejaswi Yadav, senior Congress leader Salman 
Khurshid and VCK chief and MP Thol. Thirumavalavan 
from Tamil Nadu in the “Save Democracy, Save India” 
convention and the message of greetings from Jharkhand 
CM and JMM leader Hemant Soren underlined the urgent 
need for determined all-inclusive opposition unity to 
save India from the clutches of the fascist Modi regime 
and the rampaging Sangh brigade. 

The speeches of Nitish Kumar and Salman Khurshid were 
predictably marked by some light-hearted exchanges 
as their respective parties grapple with the challenge 
of evolving an effective paradigm of opposition unity 
on the all-India plane. A serious point that however 
emerged amidst the banters of the speakers concerned 
the resonance of the Bihar model vis-à-vis the disastrous 
Gujarat model that the Modi regime desperately seeks 
to replicate across India. The contrast between the two 
models does not lie in the fact that while the BJP has 
been dominating Gujarat for the last three decades, it 
now finds itself ousted from power in Bihar. At the centre 
of the Gujarat model lies the 2002 Gujrat genocide. 
The centrality of the genocide was underscored for the 
umpteenth time during the recent Gujarat elections 
when the perpetrators of the gangrape of Bilkis Bano 
and the murderers of her family released prematurely to 

a hero’s welcome right on the 75th anniversary of India’s 
independence and when Amit Shah described the 2002 
genocide as a befitting lesson to ‘rioters’ that brought 
‘permanent peace’ to Gujarat. 

Bihar too has experienced a series of brutal massacres. 
From Rupaspur Chandwa in Purnea to Laxmanpur-
Bathe in Arwal, Bihar has been periodically brutalised 
by massacres of the oppressed people. The Bhagalpur 
riot remains one of the most shocking instances of 
communal carnage in post-independence India. But 
Bihar has never accepted caste massacres or communal 
violence as a political model. The resilience with which 
the CPI(ML) has successfully withstood feudal violence 
and state repression since its inception in Bihar has been 
a hallmark of what can really be called the Bihar model. 
It is also pertinent to remember that the loudest voice of 
opposition to the communal fascist expedition launched 
by Advani in the name of replacing the Babri mosque with 
a grand Ram temple emerged from Bihar. If the horror 
of genocide has been central to the Gujarat model, in 
sharp contrast, the Bihar model has grown around the 
rejection of and resistance to feudal-communal violence. 

Capitalising on the horror of the 2002 genocide, the 
Sangh-BJP establishment went on to write its Gujarat 
model script where Modi and Shah emerged as the leaders 
of the political orchestra and Adani and Ambani grew 
as corporate giants. 2014 brought this Gujarat model 
to Delhi and the whole country is now reeling under 
the economic, political and social disaster unleashed by 
this fascist model. After nine disastrous years, marketed 
first as ‘achchhe din’ and now as ‘amrit kaal’, we now 
see definitive signs of this model imploding with the 
Adani empire being jolted and the Modi-Adani nexus 
being exposed and challenged like never before. The 
holding of the Eleventh Congress in Patna showed the 
potential of a counter-offensive that the Bihar model 
could mount against the imploding Gujarat model. 
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As the Modi regime intensifies the assault on the 
opposition and on the entire framework of parliamentary 
democracy and constitutional rule of law, comparisons 
are constantly made with the Emergency era of the mid 
1970s, the only occasion when India had to confront a 
‘constitutional’ suspension of democracy. Back then, 
India had witnessed the rise of two powerful youth 
movements against corruption and soaring prices. 
Gujarat and Bihar were the two epicentres of this youth 
movement. The Gujarat agitation came to be known as 
the Nav Nirman Movement and the Bihar movement 
guided by JP became the iconic Sampoorn Kranti 
Andolan. The RSS student wing ABVP emerged as the 
main organisation of the movement in Gujarat and in 
Bihar it played second fiddle to the socialist stream. This 
was the precursor to the formation of the Janata Party 
and the rise of the Janata Party government, which gave 
India the first Prime Minister from Gujarat in Morarji 
Desai and marked the first big break for the RSS to go 
mainstream and gain legitimacy and legalised access 
to hitherto inaccessible levels of state power at the all-
India level. 

While the RSS managed to tilt the balance in its favour, the 
communist movement in Bihar suffered an unfortunate 
marginalisation because of the flawed CPI decision to 
oppose the Sampoorn Kranti Andolan and join hands 
with the Congress. From a record tally of 35 seats in the 
elections to the undivided Bihar Assembly in 1972, the 
CPI started losing ground. The Janata Party experiment 
of course proved short-lived with the RSS trying to 
subvert and dominate the party from within and a section 
of socialists opposing the continued allegiance of former 
Jan Sangh members to the RSS. The RSS then used the 
Janata Party experiment as a launching pad for the BJP 
while the old socialist movement regrouped as the Janata 
Dal and secured a relatively lasting political influence 
and social base with the implementation of the Mandal 
Commission recommendation on OBC reservation. 

Beyond the proliferation of regional parties and identity-
based formations in recent decades, historically the 
political landscape in post-independence India has 
been marked by the evolution of four key trends – the 
Congress, socialists, communists and the Hindutva right. 
During the period of domination of the Congress, the 
Hindutva right took advantage of the environment of 
anti-Congressism to emerge as the growing aggressive 
pole against the Congress. In spite of its political growth, 
the organisational unity of the socialist camp broke down 
in the post-Mandal period not only on regional lines but 
also on the key question of the socialist response to the 
rise of the BJP. The BJP made it convenient for sections 
of socialists to join hands with it under the NDA banner 
by agreeing to defer some of its core issues. By 2014 it 

became clear that the BJP no longer needed to maintain 
the early NDA era pretence or tactical restraint, and with 
Modi’s return for his second successive term in 2019 the 
fascist regime accelerated its drive to concentrate all 
power and turn India into an opposition-free republic. 
BJP leaders now openly proclaim their ambition to turn 
India into a single-party state and rule for fifty years.

This new juncture has made it necessary and possible 
for communists, socialists and the Congress to come 
closer and join hands against the fascists in a concerted 
resistance. And the Eleventh Congress convincingly 
highlighted this compelling necessity and great 
possibility and the kind of impact it could produce 
when it is backed by the power of revolutionary ideology, 
organisation, initiatives and struggles that define the 
communist legacy in a state like Bihar. It marked a telling 
contrast between the Bihar of mid 1970s and the Bihar of 
today. Fifty years ago while Lalu Prasad and Nitish Kumar 
were leading the student movement of the day in Patna, 
the CPI(ML) was engaged in militant revolutionary 
struggles in parts of rural Bihar, especially in Shahabad 
and Magadh regions close to Patna. Yet the two trends 
did not converge on the ground. It is another thing that 
activists of both trends often met in jail and the quest for 
‘total revolution’ inspired sections of activists of the JP 
movement to join the CPI(ML), especially in the wake 
of the disillusionment triggered by the collapse of the 
short-lived Janata party and government experiment.  

From the 1990s onwards, the CPI(ML) movement 
started making its presence felt in the electoral arena. 
As governance passed into the hands of the inheritors 
of the mantle of the JP movement, with the BJP too 
turning into a ruling party of Bihar after stitching 
a rewarding alliance with Nitish Kumar’s JDU, the 
CPI(ML) continued to champion the interests of 
the most oppressed and deprived people of Bihar, 
upholding the banner of the revolutionary opposition 
in the Bihar Assembly. Today while carrying forward this 
battle of social transformation and people’s rights, the 
CPI(ML) is determined to discharge its revolutionary 
responsibility of defeating fascism which has emerged 
as the biggest impediment to the onward march of the 
people. Yesterday’s battle for land, wages and dignity 
against locally dominant feudal forces has thus grown 
into today’s battle for saving democracy and saving India 
from the clutches of the fascist marauders. 

The Eleventh Congress has underlined the goals and 
the way ahead to reach them. It is now for the entire 
party to rise to the occasion harnessing the full strength 
and energy of people’s resistance and drawing upon the 
glorious legacy of India’s communist movement and 
everything progressive in Indian history. n
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11TH PARTY CONGRESS:  
THE MILESTONE AND THE MESSAGE

	\ ARINDAM SEN

“UNITE TO DEFEAT FASCISM AND SAVE 
DEMOCRACY!”

“EXPAND AND CONSOLIDATE THE 
REVOLUTIONARY PARTY!”

“RELY ON THE MASSES, BUILD THE INDIA OF 
MARTYRS' DREAMS!”

S uch is the quintessential message or political 
tagline of the 11th Congress of CPI(ML) Liberation. 
It is a clarion call to the party ranks, all Left and 

democratic forces and fighting masses across the country 
-- one that spells out the most urgent political tasks facing 
the nation today in a long-term revolutionary perspective.

At a time when the country is inching towards the 
crucial 2024 elections amidst growing fascist offensive 
and matching popular resistance, the first and foremost 
challenge obviously is to build -- from the grassroots 
up and simultaneously from above down to the village 
or mahalla -- a concerted political campaign and the 
broadest possible unity of antifascist forces to pull down 
the regime. This central thrust was highlighted not only 
in the Congress documents and deliberations but, in a 
first, by organizing a very successful “Save Democracy, 
Save India Convention”. Held in the Congress hall itself, 
with top opposition leaders from Bihar in attendance, it 
convincingly showcased the popular urge for extending 
the Bihar model of keeping the NDA at bay. The animated 
discussion became particularly stimulating when Nitish 
Kumar urged the Congress representative Salman 
Khurshid, in a tone that blended humor with veiled 
criticism, to come out loud and clear on the issue of 
opposition unity and Khurshid replied positively with 
a matching sense of humor. Days later, the Nava Raipur 
resolution of the AICC spoke categorically in favour of 

the urgent need for unity of all anti BJP parties.

For the CPI(ML), militant antifascist unity of course 
means much more than electoral alliances in the 
forthcoming provincial and national polls. First and 
foremost is the need to energize and unite the different 
types of popular movements all over India against all kinds 
of fascist onslaughts end nasty tricks, with the united Left 
expected to play a key role in this broader, largely extra-
parliamentary, people’s resistance. Also important in this 
context is the need for greater international solidarity 
among movements against the growing menace of 
fascism/authoritarianism around the world. In their 
spirited speeches and messages, Indian Left leaders and 
international guests extended full support to this theme. 
The 11th Congress thus became a grand platform of broad 
opposition unity with a solid Left alliance at its core, and 
international Left-democratic solidarity – all three united 
in a common cause of resistance against fascism.

The second (by no means secondary) call or slogan 
assumes special significance in the context of the 
extremely challenging and very protracted nature of the 
antifascist struggle. To rescue what still remains of our 
constitutional democracy from the clutches of the fascist 
beast is certainly the most important immediate goal, but 
to fancy that mere electoral defeat will spell the death of 
fascism would be nothing but self-delusion and a fraud 
on the people of India. The checkered history of the RSS 
and its sprawling parivaar clearly demonstrates that it has 
ample experience and expertise to thrive underground (if 
and when banned) and to expand swiftly, whether in or 
out of power, by utilizing the multiple deficiencies and 
fault-lines intrinsic to Indian society and polity to its 
advantage. Now add to this the immense fascistization 

16 Feb: the inaugural session
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(to borrow a term from the Comintern lexicon) of almost 
all institutions in Indian society and state that has taken 
place since 2014 and it gets so easy to understand that even 
if a united opposition defeats the Modi-Shah regime in 
2024, the saffron fascists would still have enough leeway 
to bounce back to the corridors of power with a vengeance, 
sooner or later. 

The only way to pre-empt that alarming prospect is to 
radically transform the social ground from which the 
Sangh had sprung up and spread its roots and branches 
in the first place. In other words, genuine democracy just 
cannot be established on the “essentially undemocratic 
Indian soil” -- as Doctor Ambedkar had prophetically 
commented on the morrow of independence. So the 
struggle to restore democracy, rule of law, federalism and 
other ideals enshrined in the constitution, cannot attain 
final victory just by defeating fascism at the hustings – it 
must go on without a pause to reconstruct democracy 
which Ambedkar defined as “a form and method of 
government whereby revolutionary changes in the social 
life are brought about…”.

To establish this genuine, sustainable, people’s democracy 
is a responsibility history has bestowed on our shoulders 
and the 11th Congress reiterated its pledge to fulfill it in 
cooperation with all Left and democratic forces. For this, 
it is absolutely urgent that we rapidly expand the party. 
The human resources needed for that are being generated 
everyday everywhere in course of the  multiple protests, 
agitations and sociopolitical churning our country is 
witnessing, only we need to pay much more serious 

attention to overcome certain major weaknesses in our 
organizational culture and style of work. The delegate 
session devoted much time and attention to this and 
reached a clearer, more unified understanding. The 
crux of the matter emphasized here is that expansion, 
must go hand in hand with ideological, political and 
organizational consolidation; both are equally important 
and complementary to each other within the single task 
of party building.

All these tasks are extremely challenging, but they can 
definitely be achieved by relying on the masses, by 
politically inspiring them to discover and weaponize their 
enormous revolutionary energy and creativity for building 
a genuinely democratic, federative, secular, socialist India 
-- an India lakhs of our compatriots had dreamt of, fought 
for and made the supreme sacrifice to achieve, during the 
freedom movement and after, till date. 

Luxuriant Palash blossoms, harbingers of a new spring, 
reddened the fields, roads and parts of sky and greeted 
the comrades and friends from all parts of the country on 
the day of arrival. And after conclusion of the Congress, 
as participants including organizers and volunteers bade 
one another goodbye, the flaming red flowers seemed to 
join them: “Lal Salam, comrades! Fir milenge, Hum honge 
kamyab! Inquilab Zindabad!” Imbued with a new courage 
of conviction and a heightened sense of political clarity 
and unity, comrades left for their places of work to spread 
and act upon the revolutionary messages from VM Nagar 
across the country. n

(L-R) New CC and the CCC. 
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INAUGURAL ADDRESS OF THE  
11TH CONGRESS OF CPI(ML) 
BY DIPANKAR BHATTACHARYA

C omrade President, Comrade 
Delegates and observers, 
leaders of various Left 

parties in India, leaders of fraternal 
organisations from abroad, friends 
from the media, assembled citizens 
of Patna,

It gives me great pleasure to welcome 
you all to the 11th Congress of the 
CPI(ML). With more than sixteen 
hundred delegates and observers 
attending this Congress from 27 
states and Union Territories, this is the 
biggest Congress in our party history. 
For this Congress, we have renamed 
Patna as Vinod Mishra Nagar and 
the auditorium as Ramnaresh Ram 
Hall to pay tribute to two of our great 
leaders. The stage is dedicated to the 
memory of Comrades DP Bakshi, BB 
Pandey and NK Natarajan, the three 
beloved CCMs we lost since our 10th 
Party Congress held at Mansa, Punjab, 
in March 2018. 

We feel greatly encouraged by the warm 
support extended to the organisation 
of this Congress by the justice-loving 
progressive people of Bihar which 
was amply reflected in the success 
of yesterday’s Save Democracy, Save 
India rally at Gandhi Maidan. We 
express our deep gratitude to the 

people of Bihar for their inspiring 
response. 

We are greatly honoured by the 
presence of leaders of fellow Left 
parties – Comrade Salim from CPI(M), 
Comrade Pallab Sengupta from CPI, 
Comrade Manoj Bhattacharya from 
RSP, Comrade G Devrajan from All 
India Forward Bloc, Comrade Haldhar 
Mahato from Marxist Coordination 
Committee, Comrade Bhimrao 
Bansode from Lal Nishan Party, 
Maharashtra, Comrade Mangatram 
Pasla from RMPI and Comrade 
Kishore Dhamle from Satyashodhak 
Communist Party, Maharashtra – in 
this inaugural session of the Congress. 
Your presence means a lot to us and 
will surely help strengthen our existing 
spirit of unity and ties of cooperation.  

We are inspired by the internationalist 
solidarity expressed by progressive 
parties and organisations from our 
neighbouring countries like Nepal and 
Bangladesh and also from countries 
as far as Australia and Venezuela. 
Comrades from Sri Lanka, Pakistan 
and Germany could not come because 
of visa problems, but messages of 
solidarity have come and are still 
reaching from all corners of the world. 
We are greatly thankful to our fraternal 

guests who have managed to make it 
to Patna to greet our Congress and 
to all our comrades who have sent 
their messages of solidarity. We are 
committed to strengthening our ties 
of internationalist solidarity and 
cooperation to intensify the battle 
to free the world from the multiple 
crises inflicted by today’s decaying 
capitalism – be it the austerity inflicted 
on the working people, the renewed 
rise of fascism and authoritarianism, 
wars of occupation and attacks on 
sovereignty of smaller and weaker 
nations or the climate crisis that is 
endangering the very existence of 
our planet. 

Comrades, even as we hold this 
inaugural session in Patna, the people 
are voting in Tripura to elect the next 
Assembly and government in the 
state. For the last five years, Tripura 
has been experiencing daily attacks on 
democracy, on the offices, activists and 
supporters of opposition parties and 
on the people’s right to express their 
opinions and raise their demands and 
voices of protest. We hope the people 
of Tripura are able to cast their votes 
without any fear and end this reign of 
terror inflicted by the BJP. 

As the fascist character and utter 
failure and betrayal of the Modi 
government on all fronts get 
increasingly exposed, the desperate 
regime is resorting to more brazen 
lies and intimidation. The government 
first invoked Emergency powers under 
India’s draconian IT Act to block any 
extracts from the documentaries aired 
by the BBC on the Modi Question on 
India’s social media platforms, and 
then unleashed Income Tax raids on 
BBC offices in Delhi and Mumbai. The 
Hindenburg report which accused 
the Adani group of stock market 
manipulations, accounting fraud and 
money laundering and triggered an 
unprecedented decline in the prices 
of Adani shares, drastically reducing 
Adani’s net worth and pulling Adani 
down from the third richest slot in 
the global list of billionaires to way 
below the top ten list, has been met 
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with conspicuous silence and refusal 
to have any probe into the failure 
of India’s regulatory system and 
the Modi-Adani collusive nexus. In 
Parliament, Modi brazenly avoided 
answering the Adani question and 
asked the people to keep quiet because 
the government allegedly provided 
cheap food, subsidised gas cylinders, 
pucca houses and doles to the poor. It 
is a blatantly mischievous mockery of 
nationalism to try and portray the BBC 
documentary as a colonial conspiracy 
and the Adani expose as an attack on 
India as the BJP is currently doing.

The latest Oxfam report has once 
again drawn attention to the 
mounting economic inequality in 
India, illustrating the compelling 
case for the introduction of wealth 
and inheritance taxes on the super-
rich. Yet the government announced 
further tax cuts for the super-rich in 
this year’s budget while curtailing the 
budgetary provision for MNREGA, 
social security and other public service 
and welfare expenditure. 

While public anger grows against the 
worsening living conditions of the 
common people and the monumental 
failure of the government on the 
economic front, the Modi government 
wants to divert the people’s attention 
and use the social and economic crisis 
to whip up an ultranationalist fascist 
frenzy by spreading hate, sharpening 
communal polarisation and targeting 
Muslims as a community, progressive 
intellectuals and all dissenting voices 
and social groups fighting for justice 
and transformation as anti-national. 
Rampaging bulldozers have already 
replaced all the tall talks of universal 
housing with assured access to 
electricity, toilets and drinking water, 
and calls for genocide are being openly 
issued from platforms of so-called 
religious assemblies by toxic hate 
preachers masquerading as spiritual 
gurus. 

All the institutions of constitutional 
governance are being systematically 
subverted with the executive openly 

coercing the legislature and the 
judiciary and the Centre reducing 
the states to glorified municipalities 
by using the offices of Governors 
and other appointed institutional 
heads and various central agencies 
as instruments of control. The 
Constitution itself is being hollowed 
out and undermined from within 
with changes in citizenship laws, 
reservation policies and erosion of 
the existing rights of various sections 
of people, especially minorities, 
the working class, farmers, small 
traders, Dalits, Adivasis, women and 
youth. This assault on democracy and 
diversity is being spearheaded to the 
drumbeats of celebration of India’s 
assumption of G20 presidency in 
2023 and the planned inauguration 
of Ram Mandir by January 1, 2024 
as announced by the Union Home 
Minister. 

To counter this growing fascist 
frenzy and aggression, we need to 
strengthen the unity of the fighting 
people across India. The kind of unity 
and spirited assertion we saw in the 
citizenship movement before the 
Covid19 pandemic and the farmers’ 
movement that grew defying the 
harsh conditions of the Covid period 
and compelled the Modi government 
to repeal the disastrous farm laws, 
needs to be carried forward in building 
multiple powerful struggles against 
dispossession and privatisation and 
communal, caste and patriarchal 
violence, and to secure universal 
rights to food and housing, education 
and employment, public health 
and environmental protection. The 
popular political will to defeat fascism, 
save the Constitution and build a 
progressive and prosperous future 
for the people of India can only grow 
and succeed on the foundation of 
countrywide united assertion of the 
people. 

All of us in the Left have a central role 
to play in energising and sustaining 
this popular assertion and advancing 
the agenda of a secular democratic 
federal India. Our efforts in 2023 will 

pave the way for a decisive victory of 
democracy in 2024. Ending the fascist 
BJP-RSS reign of communal hate, state 
terror and extrajudicial violence and 
corporate loot and plunder is of course 
a challenge that goes beyond the series 
of Assembly elections scheduled for 
2023 or the Lok Sabha election of 2024 
and calls for a sustained and all-out 
resistance of the people on all fronts. 
We need closer unity and cooperation 
among all the forces of the Left and the 
broader opposition to defeat fascism 
and win the battle of democracy and 
we are sure that we will be able to move 
in this direction.

Our 11th Congress is dedicated 
entirely to this need of the hour. 
Apart from deliberations on the 
political resolution and organisational 
report, the agenda of our 11th Congress 
includes two other specific resolutions 
– one on the perspective, orientation 
and tasks of anti-fascist resistance 
and the other on the agenda of 
environmental protection and climate 
justice. We sincerely thank all our 
comrades in the Indian Left movement 
and the global progressive camp for 
your support and solidarity and look 
forward to closer ties of solidarity and 
cooperation in the coming days. The 
fascists are drawing their strength not 
only from the state power in India but 
the global consolidation of rightwing 
forces and all the regressive aspects 
of India’s social structure, cultural 
customs and political history. We need 
to build on the progressive legacy of 
India’s freedom movement and larger 
battle for justice and equality and 
international solidarity among the 
whole range of anti-imperialist and 
anti-fascist forces to foil this fascist 
design. We are sure that with your 
support, the 11th Congress will take 
us forward in this journey.

More power to the progressive forces 
of the world! 

Let us unite to fight and fight 
till victory. Inquilab Zindabad!  
Long live revolution!
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11TH PARTY  CONGRESS OF CPIML   
CONCLUDES WITH  RESOLVE TO  

STRENGTHEN  THE FIGHT AGAINST FASCISM

W ith the slogan of ‘Defeat Fascism, Save Democracy! 
Build the India of Our Martyrs’ Dreams!’ the 11th 
CPIML Party Congress was held successfully in 

Vinod Mishra Nagar (Patna, Bihar) between February 15 and 20.

The party congress commenced with the ‘Save Democracy, 
Save India’ rally, a massive rally organised on February 15th 
at Gandhi Maidan, where tens and thousands of people, 
including rural poor, peasants and farmers, women, students, 
youth and members of the working class participated. 
The rally was addressed by CPIML General Secretary 
Dipankar Bhattacharya who said that it was pertinent to 
build oppositional unity to defeat fascism in the country. 
“The poorest of the poor need democracy the most. People 
build democracy on all fronts through struggles and mass 
movements. We will be able to fight only if there is democracy 
and democracy for everyone,” he said. The rally was also 
addressed by CPIML MLAs Vinod Singh, Mahboob Alam, 
Sandeep Saurav and others.
The inaugural session of the party congress was held in the 
context of the need for a concerted political-ideological 
challenge to the BJP-RSS, especially given the significance of 
the Mahagathbandhan in Bihar and to frame the oppositional 
agenda. Welcoming the gathering on the occasion, Bihar State 
Secretary Comrade Kunal said that the struggle to achieve 
the democratic values of freedom, equality, brotherhood 
and social justice and the fierce resistance to all kinds of 
exploitation, loot, and oppression is the old identity of 
Bihar, where the party congress has been organised. Comrade 
Dipankar said that powerful movements like the anti-CAA 
protests, farmers’ movement, etc., need to be carried forward 
to build multiple powerful struggles against dispossession 
and privatisation, and communal, caste and patriarchal 
violence. In the session, Comrade Ishwar Pokhrel, senior 
vice-president of CPN(UML) of Nepal said that it is our 
responsibility to defeat reactionary forces that continue 
to assault the working class. Comrade Md. Salim, politburo 
member of CPI(M), said that the left alternative is the real 
alternative to the BJP Hindutva regime.
Comrade Pallab Sengupta, secretary of national council, 
CPI, Comrade Arup Chatterjee, acting president of Marxist 
Coordination Committee, Manoj Bhattacharya, General 
Secretary of RSP, G. Devarajan, secretary of AIFB, Bhim 
Rao Bansod, of Lal Nishan Party, Mangat Ram Pasla, General 
Secretary of RMPI, and other guests were invited to be part 
of the inaugural session, who addressed the gathering.
On the third day of the 11th CPIML Party Congress, a ‘Save 
Constitution, Save Democracy, Save India’ convention was 
organised, where the Mahagathbandhan leaders, including 

Chief Minister of Bihar Nitish Kumar, Deputy Chief Minister 
Tejashwi Yadav, JD(U) president Lalan Singh, and senior 
leader of Indian National Congress and former cabinet 
minister Salman Khurshid and Member of Parliament 
and leader of Viduthalai Chiruthaigal Katchi (Liberation 
Panthers Party, Tamil Nadu) Thol. Thirumavalavan attended 
the convention. The convention was held in the context of 
continuing the larger unity being built in Bihar among the 
anti-fascist forces. Bihar, which has played a historic role for 
such struggles, will show the way forward to build a large 
anti-fascist movement and solidarity. 
The keynote speech was addressed by CPIML General 
Secretary  Dipankar Bhattacharya, who welcomed all the 
leaders and said, “The point of this convention is very clear 
– if the Constitution and democracy are in danger, there is 
a need for a decisive struggle to save them from the fascist 
forces and we need a grand unity for that.” He added that time 
and again, Bihar has shown how opposition is built both in the 
streets and electorally. The General Secretary added that the 
convention being called as part of the 11th Party Congress is 
a clarion call for resistance and opposition to the emergency-
like situation in the country. 
Chief Minister of Bihar, Nitish Kumar, who addressed the 
gathering said that the current regime is working in its own 
interest, and to fight against this, seven parties joined in in the 
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interest of the country and we came out of the alliance (with the 
BJP). “The decision we have taken towards the Mahagathbandhan 
has gone well with the people, so we will continue to work like 
this together. But we have a responsibility beyond Bihar, and in 
light of the 2024 election, we must fight together and get rid of 
the current regime,” he added. The Chief Minister added, “We 
have been together with the struggles and the people of CPI(ML), 
and we assure that we will be there in the future as well. We will 
continue to work together.” 
Deputy Chief Minister, Tejashwi Yadav, said “We do not 
have Ambani-Adani to bankroll us. We also don’t misuse the 
government institutions to crackdown on opposition, yet despite 
the attacks on us, we came together in Bihar to teach BJP a lesson 
and establish a unity based on the country’s interest”. He added, 
“We have said it time and again that in places where regional 
parties are strong, they should be given the driving seat and where 
there is two-sided fight between the Congress and BJP, we will 
support Congress.”
Salman Khurshid, senior leader of the Indian National Congress 
and former cabinet minister, said, “What we face today are 
fascist powers. But, they are cowards. Our unity will scare them 
to retreat.” He said that as against the hate model of BJP, Bihar 
model of oppositional unity will show the way forward. He assured 
that he will take forward the message of unity in the Congress 
party, which is also ready to build oppositional unity. 
Chief Minister of Jharkhand, Hemant Soren, sent in a solidarity 
message to the party congress and said that there is a danger 
looming on the Constitution today, which is extremely worrisome. 
“It is important that all who believe in the Constitution, 
secularism, democracy come together,” he said.
Member of Parliament from Viduthalai Chiruthaigal Katchi, 
Tamil Nadu, Thol. Thirumavalavan, said “We must oppose bigotry 
uncompromisingly. Fascism is hitting Indian democracy like 
tsunami. It wants to make sure that a majority government will 
function as a majoritarian government.”
Arundhathi Roy, renowned writer, expressed solidarity to anti-
fascist struggles and the CPIML’s party congress. She said that 
anti-caste and anti-capitalist struggles have to come together 
to resist fascism. She welcomed the coming together of various 
political groups to form anti-fascist opposition. 
Other guests included Urmilesh, an independent journalist, said, 
“The communists of India have a legacy of immense sacrifice 
and struggle and if we are to defeat the current regime, the 
communists must lead the movement for a greater unity of the 
oppressed.” Aditya Nigam who addressed the delegates said that 
we have focussed on protests thus far, and in a long term, we 
need to build a cultural movement, which includes many things 
on minorities, Dalits and Bahujans. The other guests who spoke 
at the party congress included assistant professor at Ambedkar 
University – Delhi, Kaustav Banerjee, who said, “CPIML is a party 
which has a mass base among agrarian labour and especially in the 
backdrop of the recent farmers’ protest, the agrarian programme 
needs to be kept in pace with the changing times, and we need to 
link agriculture with climate crisis. Farmers protest has shown 
us a way to see the agrarian programme beyond the bourgeois 
notion.” Journalist and writer Bhasha Singh, said that we see that 

International Solidarity

Tributes were paid to Com. Arikkad Varghese at the  
CPIML 11th Party Congress on his martyrdom day.

Full view of the Dias

Book Stall at the venue
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NEW MEMBERS OF THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE ELECTED AT THE 11th PARTY CONGRESS OF CPIML IN PATNA

internationally – in Latin America and Europe – people are 
fighting back oppression under the red flag, and in India too, 
the red flag will lead the way. 
In the international solidarity session, various fraternal 
organisations from Venezuela, Nepal, Ukraine, Australia, 
Palestine and Bangladesh expressed their solidarity with 
the on-going people’s struggles in India and extended their 
cooperation and support in building a world that is just, 
democratic and plural.
The member of the Ukrainian international solidarity, 
Sotsialnyi Rukh, mentioned that they are resisting the 
‘Great Russian Chauvinism’ led by Putin which is in stark 
opposition to Lenin’s position of extending sovereignty to 
Ukraine. He said that anti-capitalist struggles are as crucial for 
a better world and Ukraine, which is free from exploitation. 
He thanked CPIML for standing with the people of Ukraine. 
Jhala Nath Khanal of CPN(Unified Socialist), and former 
Prime Minister of Nepal, said that Nepal is passing through 
changes, where even though the communist parties have been 
able to consolidate and win elections, the right-wing elements 
are penetrating society and trying to bring back monarchy.
Ramon Augusto Lobo of Unified Socialist Party of Venezuela, 
Sam Wainwright of Socialist Alliance Australia, Apoorva 
Gautam of BDS Movement Palestine and others spoke at 
the sessions, whereas solidarity messages from Bangladesh, 
UK, Germany, Swaziland, Ecuador, Philippines, Cyprus, and 
Laos were read out, whereas Afghanistan, Iran, Argentina and 
Namibia extended their congratulations to the Party. Video 
messages were sent by comrades from Sri Lanka, Malaysia, 
Catalonia and Pakistan.
The CPIML party congress deliberated on several draft 
documents, including the anti-fascist resolution, national 
situation, international situation, climate change, on party 
organisation and others, and successfully adopted the 
same. The anti-fascist resolutions recognise fascism as 
the main threat to people and democracy in the current 
juncture of Indian history. Indian democracy is threatened 
by fascism’s manifestation as a corporate-communal nexus. 
On the international situation, the CPI(ML) unequivocally 

condemned the fascistic Putin regime in Russia for its 
aggression towards Ukraine and called for an end to the war. 
The party recognized NATO as a vehicle of US imperialism 
and called for its dismantlement. The party also held that 
the Chinese claim of building socialism with Chinese 
characteristics is increasingly becoming a euphemism 
for what should be described as capitalism with Chinese 
characteristics. It has reduced socialism to basic welfare-
ism, where capitalism is kept under control, but there is an 
acute lack of political freedom. Chinese capitalism’s role in 
Africa, Pakistan and other countries needs to be seen through 
a critical lens.
In response to the debate on the anti-fascist resolution and 
the resolution on national situation, Comrade Dipankar 
Bhattacharya said that fascism will be spoken about in terms 
of its political form, as there is no fascist mode of production. 
“This is politics in command where we do a ‘concrete analysis 
of concrete conditions’. Democracy is a platform of struggle 
and fascism must not be generalised in a loose manner,” 
he said. In response to the resolution on international 
situation, the General Secretary said that while we uphold 
the dictatorship of the proletariat on principle, we believe 
that there is no socialism without democracy. “Socialism 
in India must function within our multi-party democracy 
and we must look to create a durable political fabric which 
will leave the socialist basis intact, despite the coming and 
going of governments. We certainly do not uphold bourgeois 
democracy, but believe in proletarian democracy, which will 

Voting process for the election of the CC. 



Glimpses of Cultural Eventsbe very different from bourgeois democracy,” he added.
On the last day of the 11th CPIML Party Congress, elections to the central 
committee and the central control commission took place, where Comrade 
Dipankar Bhattacharya was re-elected as the General Secretary of CPI(ML). A 
77-member central committee was elected on the day, as was the five-member 
Central Control Commission, with Comrade Raja Bahuguna as the chairperson.
The other central committee members include Comrade Swadesh Bhattacharya, 
Comrade Kunal, Bihar State Secretary, Comrade Abhijit Mazumdar, West Bengal 
state secretary, Comrade V. Shankar, AICCTU National President, Comrade 
Shashi Yadav, leader of Scheme Workers’ Federation, Comrade Asaithambi, Tamil 
Nadu state secretary, Comrade S. Balasubramaniam, Puducherry state secretary, 
Comrade N. Murthy, Andhra Pradesh state secretary, Comrade Mahboob Alam, 
leader of CPIML legislative group and sitting MLA, Comrade Bibek Das, Assam 
State Secretary, Comrade Sucheta De, former JNUSU President and former AISA 
National President, Comrade Radhakant Sethi of Odisha, Comrade Clifton D’ 
Rozario, state secretary of Karnataka, among others.
Comrade Maitreyi Krishnan of Karnataka, Comrade Kailash Pandey of 
Uttarakhand, Comrade Indresh Maikhuri of Uttarakhand, Comrade Sweta Raj, 
former student leader and present ASHA Workers’ Union leader, Comrade Niraj 
Kumar, secretary of Revolutionary Youth Association, Comrade Farhat Bano of 
Rajasthan, Comrade Indrani Dutta, AIPWA leader, Comrade Manju Prakash, 
Comrade Kumar Parvez, Comrade Naveen Kumar, Comrade Prakash Kumar, 
Comrade Satyadev Ram (sitting CPIML MLA) of Bihar, and AISA General 
Secretary & sitting CPIML MLA Sandeep Saurav were also elected to the central 
committee.
For this Party Congress, Patna was renamed as Vinod Mishra Nagar and the 
auditorium as Ramnaresh Ram Hall to pay tribute to two of our great leaders. 
The stage is dedicated to the memory of Comrades DP Bakshi, BB Pandey and 
NK Natarajan, the three beloved CCMs we lost since our 10th Party Congress 
held at Mansa, Punjab, in March 2018.

Cultural Events
This 11th Party Congress was also a confluence of various cultural teams from 
different states who presented culture of resistance through songs, dance and 
other art forms in different languages. Delegates from many states, folk singers 
as well as artists, presented songs and dances. 
The artists of Paschim Banga Gan Shilpi Parishad led by Nitish and Babuni staged 
an excellent presentation of a group dance based on popular song ‘Mukt Hogi 
Priy Matrabhumi’. Priti Bhaskar of Jharkhand expressed women’s aspirations and 
struggle for freedom in her dance. A group dance by Jharkhand Sanskriti Manch 
expressed adivasis’ quest for control over their own ‘Jal-Jangal-Zameen’. Some 
delegates from Assam sang songs depicting the wage struggles of Tea Garden 
workers in that state. 
Popular folk artist, singer and composer Krishna Kumar ‘Nirmohi’ along with 
Anil Anshuman, Puneet Kumar, Nirmal Nayan, Raju Ranjan and Kamta Prasad, 
all from Bihar Jan Sanskriti Manch, presented many songs. Hirawal, Patna led 
by Santosh Jha very artistically presented Dinesh Shukla’s poem ‘Jaag mere man 
machhandar’ which is dedicated to Gorakh Pandey. This team also gave excellent 
presentations of ‘Hum Dekhenge’ of Faiz Ahmad Faiz and ‘Shrishti Beez ka Nash 
Na Ho’ of Maheshwar. The artists from Korus, Patna presented many songs. 
Delegates and artists from Andhra Pradesh, Assam, Karbi Anglong, Punjab, Tamil 
Nadu, and Kerala presented many songs and ballads. Uttarakhand’s Madan Mohan 
Chamoli, Indresh Maikhuri and Ankit Uchholi’s vivid presentation of ‘Ladna Hai 
Bhai, Abhi Lambi Ladai Hai’ which was a popular song during Chipko movement 
days, virtually reenacted the indomitable spirit of people’s struggle in the hills 
of Himalayas during the decades of seventies and eighties.n



 

POLITICAL RESOLUTION :  
‘SAVE DEMOCRACY, SAVE INDIA’ RALLY
1. The Hindenburg report has exposed the crony capitalism of Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and Adani. To retain the BJP in power, the corporates poured 
in money during election campaigns, and after the BJP came into power, policy 
changes were made to favour the corporates, which includes the sale of the 
country’s railways, SAIL, banks, LIC and other public sector undertakings. It was 
due to this that between 2014 and the time of the publication of the Hindenburg 
Report, Adani managed to manipulate his way into the global list of capitalists, 
where he rose to the 3rd position from his erstwhile 609th position. Instead of 
seeking accountability and protection of the common share-holders of Adani 
Co., Narendra Modi has chosen to remain silent. This rally at Gandhi Maidan 
declares to break the nexus of Modi-Adani. Through this rally, we endorse the 
demand of the Opposition to launch a Joint Parliamentary Committee enquiry 
against Adani Group.

2. On one hand is the unhindered corporate loot, and on the other is an all-out 
assault on the Constitution. It is unfortunate that a majority of the people in 
this country are being targeted under the pretext of protecting the country. 
However, it must be noted that corporate loot and fascism are deeply inter-
linked. After capturing power at the Centre and in various States, the BJP-
RSS have unleashed their fascist assault by capturing various democratic 
institutions. In order to stop BJP’s fascism, it is time for everyone in this country 
to unite in the fight to protect our democracy. While the BJP-RSS were removed 
from power in Bihar, it is pertinent that they be completely uprooted from the 
society. Through this rally, the people resolve to resist the onslaught of fascism 
and build a movement to reassert and strengthen the Constitutional ethos of 
protecting our sovereign, democratic, socialist and secular Republic. The rally 
also asserts to strengthen people’s movements to defeat and oust BJP-RSS 
and Modi from power in 2024.

3. The recent inequality report showed the rising poverty and grave inequality 
in the country. Under the Modi regime, India’s rank in the global hunger index 
has dropped and has joined the ranks of being one of the poorest countries. 
Due to rise in prices, unemployment and debt, there has been a rise in death 
by suicides. Education and health sectors has seen serious deterioration under 
this regime. Rather than addressing these grave issues, the Modi Government 
and BJP-RSS are dividing the society along communal lines and imprisoning 
those activists who are raising their voices against such oppression. This rally 
strongly condemns the rising instances of oppression and hate-politics, and 
demands that the government intervenes in curbing the rising unemployment, 
price rise and also appeals to the people to build a strong movement for quality, 
accessible and affordable education and health system.

4. In the recent budget, rather than addressing the issue of growing income 
inequality, imposing wealth tax on the rich, increase corporate tax or ensuring 
provision for easing the pain of common people due to rising prices, the 
government has imposed budget cuts on MNREGA and other social security 
schemes, which has resulted in the increase in the possibility of unemployment 
and pushing common people into misery during the time of economic crisis. 
This rally expresses its anger at the anti-people budget 2023 and demands 
that measures be taken to ease the pain of the common people.

5. This rally strongly condemns the upholding of 10% reservation for upper 
caste by the Supreme Court and opposes the silent approval of the Modi-
government. This is in violation of the core principles of the Indian Constitution. 
We also witness that the reservation for Dalits and other backward classes 
is being altered on one pretext or the other. This rally demands the abolition 
of the unconstitutional EWS reservation and to increase reservation for Dalits 
and other backward classes.

6. Today’s rally at Gandhi Maidan demands the release of all political prisoners, 
journalists and intellectuals who have been imprisoned on false charges under 
draconian laws and demands the withdrawal of cases and release of all political 
prisoners.

7. The BJP has been in power in Bihar for past many years and has had an undue 
influence on the governance. The fascist assault of the BJP administration is 
still prevalent in Bihar. The bulldozer culture being unleashed against Dalit and 
Muslims, as also the arrests of protestors are core fascistic tendencies of the 

ruling BJP. This rally resolves to resist the bulldozer culture, and that all those 
officers involved in demolition of houses of the poor, Dalits and Muslims be 
punished for violating the law, and also to provide alternative facilities to those 
who have already suffered due to the high-handedness of the administration.

8. At the behest of the BJP-RSS, the NIA has been targeting innocent Muslims 
and harassing them. This rally demands that the Mahagathbandhan government 
initiates strict action to stop the targeted harassment of Muslims by the NIA.

9. There have been several reports wherein Dalits and the poor people are being 
targeted for non-payment of high electricity bills, where they are also being 
punished by having their electricity disconnected. This rally takes cognizance 
of the concerns and demands that the State Government restore the electricity 
connections to all those suffering due to this, and direct the electricity department 
to stop the harassment of its consumers.

10. The rise in atrocities against women and Dalits in the State is grave and 
a cause for concern. The forces that are attacking the poor in the State by 
the BJP-RSS are having tacit support from the local administration. This rally 
demands that the State Government initiates measures to stop the increasing 
attacks against Dalit, women and the poor, along with strict action against the 
perpetrators and goons who have tacit support from BJP.

11. This rally demands that all ASHA, Rasoiya, Anganwadi helpers be paid a 
dignified monthly wage, and condemns the betrayal of the Modi government 
in not meeting the demands of scheme workers. Despite playing a key role 
during COVID crisis, the absence of any special relief and package for these 
workers shows the apathy and anti-worker stance of the government. The rally 
reiterates the demand of the scheme workers for a dignified monthly wage of Rs. 
21,000/-. Along with this, the rally notes the disappointment of scheme workers 
towards the Bihar Government and its failure in addressing the concerns and 
issues of the scheme workers. The Mahagathbandhan manifesto consist of 
many promises that would provide relief to scheme workers during this time 
of price rise and inflation.

12. This rally demands that guest teachers in Universities and plus-two 
colleges be regularized, that recruitment which has been long-pending be 
started immediately and that it be conducted in a fair and transparent manner. 
This will ensure a better academic environment and ensure that courses are 
completed on time. The teaching and non-teaching staff have to be guaranteed 
a dignified salary, so as to build a literate India.

13. The rally condemns commercialization of education and demands the 
withdrawal of New Education Policy 2020 and seeks implementation of common 
schooling system along with quality improvement of government schools. We 
also demand ‘equal pay for equal work’, regularization and absorption of contract 
teachers and other scheme workers who are engaged in schools.

14. This rally condemns the betrayal of the Central Government in fulfilling its 
promise to make MSP a legal right for procurement of crops from farmers and 
to ensure a law is implemented in regard to the same. The rally reiterates the 
demand of the farmers’ movement to make MSP a legal right and to re-introduce 
the APMC Act, as also to provide free electricity to farmers as in other States.

15. This rally demands that TADA be repealed and all those imprisoned due to 
the alcohol prohibition law be released forthwith. We also demand that all cases 
against MLAs who face charges for taking up pro-people struggles be dropped.
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MULTILINGUAL IMAGINATION AND  
POSSIBILITIES IN POLITICAL SPACES:  

LESSONS FROM THE 11TH PARTY CONGRESS OF CPIML
	\ SHIVANI NAG

L inguistic diversities across regions and nations 
is a phenomena that while being valued for its 
cultural, epistemic and other significances, is 

also a phenomenon that evokes much concern around 
its implications for communication. While many would 
acknowledge the bio-cultural diversities, multiple 
knowledge systems, and emerging sense and ideas of 
individuals and collectives that the multiple and fluid 
languages contribute to, there is an anxiety when the 
multiple languages come together at a single location, 
most notably the classroom space or other spaces of 
public dialogue. It is often assumed that the multiplicity 
would obstruct rather than facilitate communication. 
The anxiety often pushes those in charge of such rich 
multilingual spaces to hastily look for that ‘one common 
language’ which can then be temporarily or permanently 
be established as the ‘medium of communication’. 
The very idea of reducing the potency of language to a 
‘medium’ ensures that much does get lost in translation. 
People conversing with each other now need to separate 
their cognitive-emotional work from the communicative. 

As much as we may laud linguistic diversity in principle or 
on paper, their real presence in the communicative spaces 
is often acknowledged as ‘challenge’ to be addressed. My 
research over past decade has explored the potential of 
multilingual education and one question I face often is if a 
multilingual classroom is indeed a possibility? Questions 
that follow include - is it possible for multilingual 
interactions in a space to happen if the person in charge- a 
teacher, moderator, or any other is not well versed with 
all the languages present in the space? These questions, 
pertinent as they are for a pedagogic space in India 
occupied by students coming from multiple linguistic 
and simultaneously hierarchical contexts, is as relevant 
for a political space that is pan Indian and is committed to 
safeguarding and promoting socio-cultural and linguistic 
pluralities. In political spaces  as also in pedagogic spaces, 
the need is for inclusion of multiple languages to go 
beyond the concerns of comprehension towards the 
realisation that it is through the multilingual articulations 
that we can try to reach the layered nuances emanating 
from varied socio-cultural-historical-political-economic 
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contexts and experiences that contribute to our better 
analysis of our situations. 

It is in this context that the multilingual context of 
CPI (ML)’s  11th Party Congress held at Patna offers a 
glimpse of hopeful possibilities. With delegates coming 
from different corners of the country covering the far 
north, south, west and east- the linguistic landscape of 
the Congress was indeed as diverse as it could be. In a 
short walk from the venue of the meeting to the venue 
of breakfast, lunch and dinner, one could sample not 
only words and phrases in multiple languages but also 
a remarkable attempt by all to try and ‘make sense’ of 
what was being said than argue for an attempt to impose 
any one or few languages on all. As interactions with 
several comrades revealed that it was while dialoguing 
and working on ground with comrades across states that 
many had learnt more languages and also how they felt 
that knowing the languages of the people helped them 
understand people’s issues better. In fact, over the years 
I have personally witnessed the fondness with which 
comrades outside the state of West Bengal remember 
Com. D.P. Bakshi (Pranab da),  Com. Swapan Mukherjee, 
Com. B.B. Pandey and Com. Jayant Ganguly for many many 
of their attributes, a significant one among which was 
their motivation and zeal to connect with people through 
people’s languages, which pushed them to learn and speak 
fluently various other languages including several tribal 
languages of Jharkhand, Assam, Odisha and other regional 
languages besides their own home languages.

While in earlier Party Congresses also the attempt had 
always been to encourage delegates to speak in their 
own languages with simultaneous English and Hindi 
translations from the stage, the 11th Party Congress went 
a step ahead in the right direction with its attempt to offer 
not just Hindi and English translations of speeches but 
explore ways of ensuring simultaneous translations in as 
many languages as possible. This attempt was based on 
the recognition that translations in Hindi and English also 
do not include all. The intensely hierarchical and divisive 

schooling system in India has ensured that English 
and Hindi, especially their standardised and ‘sanitised’ 
versions remain the languages of the elite few. Further, the 
reluctant and half-hearted implementation of the three 
language formula in Central and North India, that went 
against the spirit of the three-language formula suggested 
in the Kothari commission report and the education 
policies thereafter, did not facilitate learning of any non-
North Indian ‘Modern Indian language’ by those residing 
in these regions. The challenges of non-comprehension 
posed by simultaneous presence of multiple languages is 
due to refusal of governments to pay sufficient attention 
to the significance of multilingual education. Responding 
to this challenge, an important part of the Congress was 
setting up a multi-level translation team which included 
a core team comprising of delegates who would first do 
immediate transcriptions of Hindi and English speeches, 
while they were being delivered on the stage and then a 
complete translation from Hindi to English, English to 
Hindi, and any other language to Hindi/English. These 
Hindi and English transcripts were then immediately sent 
to different state level teams for second round translation 
to the different regional languages which were then 
shared with members of the respective language groups 
through message apps. This allowed delegates who were 
not comfortable with either Hindi or English to receive 
the complete versions of what was being said and not 
just the gist or summaries, which created possibilities 
for a more involved participation in the debates. 
Further, the awareness that irrespective of whichever 
language they speak in, the complete English and Hindi 
translations of their speech would also be similarly 
shared with others for further translations encouraged 
them to speak comfortably and passionately in their 
own languages (language of their political experience 
and struggles) than feel pushed to speak in Hindi or 
English. For many among the delegates this was a unique 
opportunity to hear multiple languages, their translations 
and also reflect on the fluidity and interactions among 
languages themselves. Several linguistic researchers over 
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IMPRESSIONS OF THE  
11TH PARTY CONGRESS OF CPIML 
	\ SAM WAINWRIGHT, National Co-convenor Socialist Alliance (Australia)

O ur organisations have had relations for over two 
decades now and I have always been impressed 
by the presentations by CPI(ML) comrades 

when they have visited Australia. However, attending 
the 11th Party Congress in Patna and the time I spent 
with comrades in West Bengal beforehand was my first 
opportunity to see the party in action.

I came away very much convinced that the CPI(ML) 
has a critical role to play in the struggle of the Indian 
masses. Furthermore, it has much to contribute to vital 
discussions among the international left.

This observation flows from the fact that the CPI(ML) 
has a mass base in real struggle, a dynamic and non-
dogmatic grasp of Marxism, a democratic internal life 
and sophisticated tactics in the face of some very big 
challenges. Taken together, these are no guarantee 
of further success, but they are certainly among its 
preconditions.

In identifying some of the important questions about 
which I think that the CPI(ML) has important experience 
and ideas to contribute, I am not seeking to give advice. 
My organisation has always emphasised the importance 
of respect and non-interference in our relations with 
parties in other countries, all the more so because there's 
a long and unhelpful tradition of revolutionaries in the 
Global North trying to tell comrades in the Global South 
what to do. A reflection of imperialist thinking within 
the left perhaps, and something we do our best to avoid.

Secondly, while we have real influence in some 
movements and campaign initiatives, we are a small 
group oftentimes restricted to propaganda rather than 
being able to exert real influence in class struggle. 
Consequently we are cautious about pretending to have 
great insights about the course of struggle in our own 
country, much less other ones. 

Not only is Australia a wealthy imperialist country, but 
compared to both the US and Europe, it escaped the 
worst of the Global Financial Crisis. This fact, combined 
with the country’s particular history as a colonial-settler 
state based on Indigenous dispossession, makes for 
relatively conservative politics, a low level of struggle 
and reinforces pro-imperialist consciousness among the 
working class. Of course Australian capitalism still has 

many decades have highlighted that exposure to and 
engagement with multiple languages allow for better meta 
cognitive development. The cognitive task of inferring the 
grammatical and phonetic structures, and of analysing 
and comparing patterns, similarities, distinctions, etc. 
all add to one’s ability for complex cognitive and meta 
cognitive tasks. Equally importantly, this engagement 
allows one the opportunity to view the world from 
multiple contextual lenses, enabling possibilities for 
more empathetic and attentive interactions. This could be 
seen and felt during the Congress as one could also hear 
the languages as they are shaped by and also actively shape 
struggles and movements. The sharing of simultaneous 
transcripts of original speeches and translations  on 
any platform also has implications for the process of 
authentic documentation and revisiting for a better 

understanding. It facilitates the dialogues to continue 
and remain informed. 

The fact that this could be attempted with minimal 
resources requiring only connectivity and a phone 
device, and of course a space that acknowledges and 
values multilingual dialogues, also makes me hopeful 
as a pedagogue who is often confronted with questions 
focussing on ‘practicability’ and ‘feasibility’, a term 
that one disturbingly finds too frequently in policy 
documents. It makes me hopeful when I witness spaces 
and people who do not treat practicability as an ethical 
principle equal to the principles of equality and social 
justice. There is a lot that goes into realising the dream 
of a better world and to make this practicable is what the 
task is all about! n
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its own intense contradictions and these may yet explode  
in ways we can’t foresee.

With those caveats in mind, what follows are some 
areas where I believe the CPI(ML) can greatly enrich 
discussion in the international left. It’s not intended 
to be an exhaustive list and I’m sure there is more that 
could be added.

The very clear and deliberate characterisation by the 
CPI(ML) of the Modi government and the broader RSS 
project as fascist helps open up important discussion 
about what fascism looks like today. While it’s important 
to retain a rigorous definition of fascism that doesn’t use 
the term lightly, we also have to move beyond anchoring 
this understanding in the European experience in the 
first half of the 20th century.

In both unequivocally condemning the Russian invasion 
of Ukraine while conceding nothing to the strategic 
aims of Western imperialism and acknowledging its 
still decisive role in world capitalism, the CPI(ML) has 
adopted a similar position to ours. Western imperialism 
makes much of the authoritarianism of Vladimir Putin 
and Xi Jinping to bolster its claim to be defending 
democracy and a mythical “rules based order”. The 
courting of Modi by the Anglo-imperialist bloc and the 
twentieth anniversary of the invasion of Iraq are just two 
things that make a mockery of this nonsense.

Nevertheless, the balance of forces in the world is 
changing. Traditionally we would have described 
countries who are more industrialised than most of 
the Global South, but still way behind the West, as 
“semi-peripheral”. However this has usually assumed 
a subordinate relationship to a major Western imperialist 
centre, such as that between Mexico and the US.

Given the independence of Russia and China from 
Western imperialism, and indeed their confrontation 
with it, we almost certainly need a better language for 
describing them and their relationship to the Global 
South. A whole series of questions are posed:

Can a Eurasian capitalist bloc including Russia, 
China, Iran and others endure as a rival to Western 
imperialism? If so, what are the implications for the 
struggle for socialism? What are the limits of the Chinese 
development model, and to what extent can it be followed 
by other countries of the Global South?

While India’s level of industrialisation might still be well 
behind economies like China and Russia, let alone the 
Global North, it is nevertheless a significant regional 
power. The Anglo-imperialist bloc was understandably 
keen to draw India into the Quadrilateral Security 
Dialogue in its push to “contain” China.

However, like a number of governments in the Global 
South, rather than rush to join the West’s attempts to 
isolate Russia, the Indian government has responded 
both with caution and sought to play the situation to the 
advantage of Indian capitalists. Does this signal a more 
profound shift in the alignment of Indian capitalism, 
and if so, what meaning does that have for socialists?

Australia is a thoroughly urbanised society with no 
peasant legacy whatsoever, and where agricultural 
production has always been almost entirely for the market 
and not consumption by the producer. In contrast, it’s 
clear that while the percentage of the population in India 
that lives in the cities is continuing to climb, urbanisation 
is not following the path seen in the Global North.

A large section of the population live between city and 
country, and retaining connection to land remains a 
vital form of social and material support for many urban 
dwellers. A similar pattern is developing in Australia’s 
near neighbours like Indonesia and the Philippines, and 
comparing these experiences with the Indian one could 
be valuable for Indian comrades.

The lived reality and contemporary function of caste is 
something of a mystery for comrades outside India. The 
CPI(ML)’s understanding of the way in which Indian 
capitalism has not gradually undermined caste but has 
instead lent upon it and in fact reinforced it is fascinating 
and merits being summarised in an accessible form for 
a wider audience. 

As an outsider it was particularly interesting to see how 
the CPI(ML) congress tackled head-on the relationship 
between the oppression of women in society at large and 
the need to increase women’s participation in the party 
itself. While women constituted only 17.5% of congress 
delegates, it was encouraging to see the much higher 
representation of women among the leading younger 
comrades and those that spoke from the floor around 
the Party Organisation Report. It will be interesting to 
learn more about the work of the Gender Justice and 
Sensitisation Commission.

Finally, what the CPI(ML)’s work and experience most 
has to offer the left outside India is inspiration. From the 
patient and determined base building in Bihar that has 
seen the party burst on to the national stage as the most 
dynamic communist party across the Hindi Belt, through 
to the organisation of sanitation workers in Karnataka, 
and more, the party has so many stories to tell.

The courage and success of comrades in one country has 
always been invaluable in galvanising struggle in another. 
We look forward to continuing our collaboration with the 
CPI(ML), learning from your experiences and offering 
our solidarity as best we can. n
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ECI’S REMOTE VOTING 
PROPOSAL IS VAGUE  
AND UNFEASIBLE 

C PIML in a letter dated 27 
February 2023 has opposed 
the proposal by the Election 

Commission of India’s to introduce 
Remote Voting for Domestic 
Migrants. Terming the proposal as 
unfeasible and completely vague, 
CPIML has raised serious concerns 
about ECI hastily moving towards 
developing a prototype EVM 
without even providing any concrete 
definition of domestic migrant for the 
purpose and objective of voting. 

As per the note circulated by ECI, 
a domestic migrant is referred to 
as anyone who has now settled in a 
place different from their previous 
residence, and includes a broad 
category of people who migrated to 
reasons such as marriage, family, 
work and education. Simultaneously, 
ECI itself acknowledges that there 
is no proper data is available for the 
migrant worker category. There is no 
proper registry or data on this to rely 
upon. 

The motivation for this proposal, 
as per ECI’s letter, is the low voter 
turnout of 67.4% in the 2019 general 
election. At para 4 it is stated that: 
“… there are multifarious reasons 
for a voter not exercising franchise. 
Amongst the many reasons like urban 
apathy and youth apathy, inability 
to vote due to internal migration 
(domestic migrants) is also one 
prominent reason contributing to 
low voter turnout.” It is baffling that 
such cursory statements are made 
that are neither backed by any in-
depth study nor analysis. ECI must 
answer on what basis the whole 
process of research and development 
was undertaken even without any 
conclusive deliberation and creation 
of countable category in regard to 

domestic workers.

In addition to lack of clarity on the 
definition of “domestic migrant”, is 
the vagueness of what constitutes 
“remote”. Both of these definitional 
issues have serious legal implications 
for the legality of the proposal. 
Additionally is the lack of any 
possibility on the operation of the 
“model code of conduct” at the 
remote voting locations and the 
manner of its enforcement, and the 
proposal could lead to encouraging 
unfair electoral practices. 

Given the glaring definitional 
loopholes in this proposal and the 
serious possibilities of unfair electoral 
practices, the urgency with which it is 
being pushed through is created and 
artificial. Without resolving any of 
these, the ECI has gone straight to a 
technological solution, which cannot 
be countenanced. Furthermore, it is a 
technology which presupposes high 
levels of internet literacy and tech 
savviness on the part of the migrant. 
Majority of migrant workers have low 
literacy, including digital literacy, 
and this has been one learning from 
the unplanned lockdown where 
migrants struggled to access online 
registration for return trains. CPIML 
impress on the ECI not to try to find 
technological solutions to what is 
primarily a social and legal question. 

The instant proposal involves the 
use of modified EVMs, whereas 
the serious concerns about the 
integrity of EVMs and verifiability 
of compliance with democratic 
principles still remain unresolved. 
This has come to fore again in the 
recent Gujarat Assembly elections 
where suspicious voting patterns in 
the last hour of polling was noticed. 
It is apparent that these unresolved 

issues would also be carried over to 
the remote voting system, which can 
only exacerbate the doubts around 
the reliability of EVMs.

It is apparent that this is another 
ploy, much like the proposal for 
Simultaneous Elections, to blunt 
the electoral prospects of regional 
parties, especially since this affects 
their ability to campaign among the 
migrant voters as also the obvious 
difficulties the regional parties would 
face to deploy necessary polling 
agents at remote polling stations 
across the country, as also counting 
agents. 

It is inconceivable that the ECI has 
failed to recognise that this proposal 
seriously infringes on the rights of 
political parties to campaign among 
and interact among the population/
voters. Indeed this proposal is another 
step in the direction of undermining 
the influence and relevance of 
regional parties. ECI’s role is to 
ensure a level playing, whereas the 
whole process for remote voting, as 
per the document, is antithetical to 
this role.

ECI’s proposal stands contrary 
to basic democratic principles to 
which any voting process must 
adhere to. The manner in which 
the ECI is pushing through with a 
created sense of urgency and lack of 
any transparency, makes the entire 
proposal questionable. If the sole 
motive of the ECI is to increase 
voter participation, then there are 
other ways that have to be explored 
especially in regard to the major 
reasons for low voter turnout which 
are urban and youth apathy. These 
measures would have to take into 
account the disenchantment leading 
to low voter turnouts. Moreover 
this proposal of the ECI has the 
clear potential to encourage unfair 
electoral practices and corruption, 
and undermines the notion of free 
and fair elections. n



STATEMENT

STATEMENT ON THE RESULTS 
OF N-E ASSEMBLY ELECTIONS 
AND BY-POLLS

Despite a fall in vote share and 
seat tally, BJP has managed 
to retain power in Tripura. 

Like Gujarat and Uttarakhand, in 
Tripura too the BJP clearly managed 
to diminish the anti-incumbency 
factor by changing the Chief Minister 
a year ahead of the elections. The 
continuing rise of Tipra Motha as 
a regional party with popular mass 
support among the indigenous 

people of Tripura has been the most 
significant feature of the Tripura 
elections. The rise of the Tipra 
Motha has however turned out to 
be the biggest help for the BJP to 
save its government in a three-way 
contest. The Motha's own winning 
tally, though quite significant, has 
been short of pre-poll expectation 
and projections. Yet, in more than a 
dozen non-ST seats, the division in 

non-BJP votes between the CPI(M)-
Congress alliance and the Tipra 
Motha, and to a much lesser extent 
the TMC, worked in the BJP's favour.

CPI(ML) had independently 
contested just one seat, while 
supporting the Left-Congress 
alliance on most seats and the 
Motha on select ST seats. Comrade 
Partha Karmakar, the lone 
CPI(ML) candidate, finished third 
by polling over 1,000 votes from 
the Radhakishorepur segment in 
Udaipur district.

In Nagaland, the BJP remains junior 
partner in the NDPP-led ruling 
coalition while in Meghalaya, with 
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RIGHT TO SAME-SEX MARRIAGE  
IS FUNDAMENTAL RIGHT 

T he CPI(ML) welcomes the decision of the Supreme 
Court to place the matter of same-sex marriage 
before a 5-judge Bench and call for an early decision 

on the same. This is another step in the quest for equality 
by members of the LGBTQIA+ communities, given that 
the right to marriage and to free choice of partner is a 
fundamental right of individuals. We believe that this 
right and freedom of choice, in pursuit of happiness, is 
a cornerstone of autonomy and dignity.

We hope and expect that the Supreme Court will perform 
its duty and protect same-sex marriages in the way it did 
when it decriminalised same-sex relationships. Indeed 
the Supreme Court had held then that the constitutional 
principles which have led to decriminalization require 
continuing engagement with questions of rights, to 
ensure that people in same-sex relationships can have 
the opportunity to find true fulfilment in every facet 
of life. The law cannot discriminate against same-sex 
relationships and it is the duty of the state to take 
positive steps to achieve equal protection for LGBTQIA+ 
communities.

Unsurprisingly, the Union Government has adopted a 
contemptuous stance in its affidavit filed in the case, 
stating its total opposition to same-sex marriages on the 
basis of the constitutionally vague concept of ‘cultural 

ethos’ and arguing that they are not comparable with 
the 'Indian family unit' concept which is envisaged only 
between a biological man and a biological woman. This 
echoes the position of the RSS that marriage is supposed 
to be between two opposite genders, and is neither a 
contract nor a recognition of the right to love.

The Supreme Court must reject this opposition from 
the government which is rooted in the patriarchal 
and homophobic ideology of Brahmanical Hindu 
supremacism, and deliver a judgment rooted in the 
Constitutional principles of equality, dignity and privacy 
and thereby ensure that the promises made in the 
Constitution are inclusive of LGBTQIA+ communities. n
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just two MLAs, the BJP has renewed its coalition with 
the NPP to reenter the ruling arrangement. The BJP has 
thus managed to retain power in the three North-Eastern 
states in this first round of 2023 Assembly elections.

While the Congress performance in Tripura, Meghalaya 
and Nagaland showed little signs of Congress revival, the 
party won two significant bypoll victories in Maharashtra 
and West Bengal wresting a traditional seat each from 
the respective ruling parties. In Maharashtra, the victory 
of the Congress candidate backed by NCP and Uddhav 
Thackeray led Shiv Sena from the Kasba Peth constituency 
held by the BJP for 28 years signifies a growing popular 
anger against the Shinde-Fadanvis regime. The Congress 
retained the Erode seat in Tamil Nadu with a thumping 
victory but lost the Ramgarh bypoll in Jharkhand to the 
BJP's ally AJSU.

In West Bengal the victory of the Congress candidate from 
Sagardighi in Murshidabad district came as a reassuring 
reflection of the continuing decline of the BJP and the 
possibility of the Left-Congress alliance emerge as the 

principal opposition in the legislative arena. There is 
growing popular anger among various sections of people 
against the TMC misrule and Sagardighi victory will surely 
give a boost to the ongoing popular agitations in the state. 
The lone non-BJP opposition MLA, Nawsad Siddique who 
was recently manhandled and arrested by the police, got 
bail yesterday and it was reassuring to see the Sagardighi 
electorate register their protest against the humiliating 
treatment meted out by the police to a young Muslim MLA 
by inflicting a defeat on the ruling TMC and increasing 
the tally of the non-BJP opposition in the State Assembly.

The Assembly and by-poll results once again show us the 
way ahead for the non-BJP opposition ahead of the crucial 
2024 elections. The combination of effective opposition 
unity in the elections and powerful struggles and popular 
assertion on the ground can surely dislodge the fascist 
forces from power. As resolved by the recently held 11th 
Congress in Patna, the CPI(ML) will work tirelessly with 
all its strength and energy to achieve this goal. n

TRIPURA GOVERNMENT MUST END  
POST-ELECTION POLITICAL TERRORISM

The state government must 
uphold the constitutional 
responsibility to ensure rule 
of law, democracy, security of 
people's life and property, peace 
and harmony.

We urge the people and the civil 
society to take to the streets in 
protest.

T he Left-Congress 
parliamentary delegation 
came under attack on the 

first day of its visit to areas affected 
by post-poll terrorism. Yesterday 
(10/03/2023) the delegation went to 
visit Nehalchandra Nagar market of 
16-Vishalgarh assembly constituency 
where 19 shops were burned down. 
Just before they arrived at the 
location of the arsonist attack, BJP-
backed goons organized an attack on 
the joint parliamentary delegation of 
the Left and Congress. Two vehicles 
were vandalised. As the police played 
a passive role, the members of the 

delegation were forced to quickly 
depart from the site and in order to 
defend themselves. Criminal forces 
also tried to attack the parliamentary 
delegation in Kalkalia village of 
2-Mohanpur assembly constituency. 
What this proves is that neither the 
common citizen, nor even members 
of the parliament have any security in 
the state. A fiery frenzy has grasped the 
state in the name of victory parades 
after the declaration of results on 
2nd March. Homes of supporters 
of the opposition are being looted 
and set on fire. Rubber plantations 
are being set ablaze. Livelihoods are 
being destroyed indiscriminately 
by reportedly injecting poison into 
water bodies. Cattle and poultry are 
being burnt alive in their sheds. The 
elderly,  women, and children are 
victims of indiscriminate physical 
assaults. Books and notebooks of 
secondary and higher secondary 
students are being burnt. Party offices 
of the opposition are also being 

burned down. Over a thousand such 
crimes have been inflicted in over 
60 assembly constituencies, yet no 
FIRs have been lodged. Those who 
are fearing for their lives are afraid 
of reporting to the police and the 
police are not taking any initiative 
to report on their own. An invisible 
hand is in control of the police as we 
have seen over the past five years. 
Yet the police played a very active 
role till the 2nd of March when it was 
under the supervision of the election 
commission. The rule of law is in 
jeopardy and has been replaced by 
the rule of criminals.

On 4th March, at around 1:00 a.m. 
a straw hut in a cattle farm owned 
by CPI(ML) member Comrade 
Muharram Ali in 31-Radhakishorpur 
constituency in Udaipur Paur 
Parishad area in the area adjacent 
to Town Sonamura Canal was set on 
fire. 38 cows in his herd were saved 
with the help of his neighbours. 
Another party member Comrade 
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Bimal Chakraborty was expelled 
from his timber mill. Comrade Nurul 
Islam Khadim was expelled from 
construction work. The grocery shop 
of Comrade Babul Pal, Member of the 
State Committee in Chittamara Bazar 
in 31-Bilonia Assembly Constituency 
was forcefully shuttered on the 
morning of 3rd March. On the night of 
March 8, Comrade Babul Pal's rubber 
plantation was burnt down. His 250 
rubber trees were turned to ashes. 
In 50-Pabiachra (SC) Constituency, 
Kanchanbari Road area 8 shops and 
homes including one belonging to 
Comrade Lakhinder Das were burnt.

The BJP-IPFT combine received 40 
percent votes in the 13th Assembly 
elections. Compared to 2018, their 
votes decreased by 11%. The number 

of seats has also decreased by 11. They 
have managed to scrape by, winning 
only 2 seats above the halfway 
mark. Their state president and 
deputy chief minister both lost the 
elections. On the other hand 60% of 
the votes went to the opposition. BJP 
has only managed to retain power 
due to the division of opposition 
votes. The rise of the Tipra Motha 
Party is a challenge for the BJP in 
the upcoming Lok Sabha elections. 
The attack on the opposition is the 
result of the crisis and frustration 
facing the new state government. 
They cannot allow the opposition 
to function unhindered under such 
circumstances and this is the cause 
of the fascist attacks. The attacks on 
the parliamentary delegations are an 
outcome of the same.

The state government must put an end 
to the political violence immediately. 
The CPIML State Committee has 
urged the state government and 
the Chief Minister to fulfill their 
constitutional responsibilities and 
to ensure the safety of people and 
their property. Legal action should be 
taken against the criminals involved 
in every terrorist incident and they 
must be arrested immediately. Peace, 
harmony and development can be 
ensured by establishing the rule of 
law in the state.

CPIML Tripura State Committee 
strongly condemns the attack on 
the Left-Congress parliamentary 
delegation. We also demand that the 
culprits be arrested immediately. n

RESIST BJP ORCHESTRATED 
XENOPHOBIC RUMOUR 
MONGERING AMONG  
MIGRANT WORKERS IN TN 

A ICCTU and AIARLA 
organised protests in 
various states against the 

xenophobic rumour mongering 
orchestrated by BJP in an attempt 
to spread fear and panic among the 
migrant workers and foment linguistic 
discord and division among the 
people. In first week of March, social 
media was flooded with fake news 
about attacks on migrant workers 
from Bihar and other northern states 
in Tamil Nadu. The rush of migrants 
back to their homes on account of 
Holi was cynically labelled of them 
fleeing Tamil Nadu due to attacks. 
This fake news was then picked up 
and carried in various media channels 
and newspapers without verifying the 
same. For instance, Dainik Bhaskar 
had published a report claiming that 
nearly 15 Bihari migrant workers 
were killed in Tamil Nadu and that 

other Bihari migrants were facing 
“Talibani-style attacks”. AICCTU 
and AIARLA have demanded that 
strict legal action should be taken 
against those who deliberately post 
fake videos of migrant workers being 
attacked. 

In a joint statement, both 
organisations condemned the 
depravity of the Sangh Parivar which 
is aiming to reap political dividends by 
sowing hatred against the residents of 
Tamil Nadu. During the Covid crisis, 
migrant workers were subjected to a 
cruel lockdown, with multitudes of 
workers and their families having 
to walk hundreds of kilometers to 
reach home. The Sangh brigade now 
once again is seeking to use migrant 
workers for their political game plan.

The working people of the country 
are under relentless attack by the 

Modi government whose neoliberal 
economic policies are spelling doom 
for the working class. In the face of 
severe drought/floods, continuing 
agrarian distress and shrinking of 
job options, rural India Nadu is 
experiencing an acute employment 
crisis. Heavy outward migration 
is taking place. Women and aged 
have been rendered jobless. In such 
a situation MGNREGA is the only 
source of rural employment. But 
since the Modi Government assumed 
power the job scheme has been put in 
peril. There has been a 33% slashing of 
MGNREGA budget leading to crores 
of workers being turned away despite 
demanding work. The purpose 
of MNREGA is being consciously 
defeated by workers not being paid 
timely wages despite completing 
work. The Modi government is 
denying people proper livelihood by 
paying nothing more than "starvation 
wages" under MGNREGA.

Meanwhile in the cities, instead of 
addressing the precarious lives of 
migrant workers – informalised 
labour, working hours extending to 
12 hours a day, no paid weekly off-day, 
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no PF/ESI, dismal living conditions, rampant wage theft, 
no protection of labour laws – the Modi government is 
now using them as cannon fodder for their political game. 

AIARLA and AICCTU called upon the working people of 
the country to reject this blatantly xenophobic and divisive 
ploy and demand for:

1. Enact a central law to guarantee the safety, dignity and 
living wages of migrant workers. States should also 

formulate schemes for the same to protect migrant 
labour of their states.

2. Strengthen MNREGA by increasing the number of 
working days to 200 per year; increasing wages to Rs. 
600/- per day and immediately disbursing pending 
wages in MNREGA - Guarantee effective local job 
opportunities!

3. Legislate Urban Employment Guarantee Act! n 

SAVE MGNREGA FROM  
CENTRAL GOVERNMENT ATTACK

L ivelihood issues are haunting crores of young 
Indians as unemployment levels soar and work 
conditions deteriorate under the new labour codes. 

The harsh Covid lockdowns and the post Covid economic 
slowness has made the conditions of rural workers who 
took to migration particularly fragile. In the Covid years, 
the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment 
Guarantee Act (MGNREGA) work offered some support 
to rural workers as reflected in the work taken up during 
financial years 2020-21 and 2021-22 indicate. In these two 
years, the number of days of work done increased by 54% 
and 44% compared to the previous three years' average. 
While the Right to Work which is closely linked to Right 
to Life, is still far from being realised, the small relief 
through programmes like MGNREGA also have come 
under attack by the Union government. The programme 
has been ridiculed by Modi himself and relief to the poor 
and welfare responsibility of the state derisively called as 
‘freebies’. While the pro-rich approach and the special 
favours to corporates like Adani continues to dominate 
the policies of the government, the attacks on programmes 
like MGNREGA have increased.

Attack on MGNREGA

The attack has come in the following forms: Ridicule 
the programme, slash down the budget, change it from 
a demand-for-job driven programme to supply based 
programme, denying payment to workers for wage done by 
not releasing its share to the state, introducing technology 
to deny workers attendance and wage supposedly for 
cutting corruption even while it is clear that corruption 
is happening at the highest level and none of them are 
being punished. Thus by harassing workers and not paying 
them for work done and denying them the work when 
they seek it, the BJP government’s intention to kill the 
programme is clear.

The budgetary allocation of MGNREGA for 2023-24 has 

been slashed by 33 percent. Estimates by organisations 
working on the programmes had shown that atleast 2.72 
lakh crore is required for 100 days of work in the current 
financial year. The government instead of offering 
the revised budget only provided Rs 60,000 crore. 
Considering the pending liabilities and registered job 
seeking household, this would mean a pitiable 10 days of 
work! The budget slash hence means denial of work to 
crores of workers despite demanding work, massive delays 
in wage payments and impoverishing the rural areas by 
reducing the rural assets created.

Instead of offering demand based work, technological 
intervention filters have been introduced. The National 
Mobile Monitoring System (NMMS) was introduced from 
January 1 of this year. This has made a simple process of 
taking attendance a complex task and due to technical 
glitches in the app, workers have lost upto 50% wages. The 
app requires geo- tagged photographs of the workers to 
be uploaded  everyday twice- once in the morning when 
the worker comes to work and again in the evening when 
the day is over. Workers wait for hours just to get their 
photographs uploaded. When the app fails to upload the 
photo or mark real time attendance, the work done for the 
day does not get counted resulting in workers not getting 
paid. Much work under MNREGA is done in  locations 
where internet connectivity is inaccessible and there are 
no proper guidelines to deal with technical glitches. Such 
a mandatory attendance system which is directly linked 
with the wages is undermining the proper functioning 
of the programme.

Further, the government has made Aadhaar- Based 
Payment System (ABPS) compulsory for payment from 
February 1, 2023. Compulsory linking of Aadhaar with 
welfare schemes has already proved to be disastrous. 
Numerous cases of biometric authentication failures 
resulting in denial of rations, payment or access to 
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PROTESTS GROW AS WAR ON MIGRANTS 
BECOMES OFFICIAL UK POLICY 

	\ A SOUTH ASIA SOLIDARITY GROUP DESPATCH

The far-right politics of the 
UK’s Conservative Party 
government took another 

leap towards full blown fascism in 
the last month with its new Illegal 
Migration Bill, which effectively 
outlaws seeking asylum in Britain, 
violating international conventions 
on refugees as well as the European 
Convention on Human Rights. This 
was accompanied by a virulent ‘Stop 
the Boats’ campaign to demonise 
people who, with all other legal routes 
to Britain for refugees now blocked, 

have been forced to try to make the 
perilous crossing of the Channel 
from France in fragile dinghies 
and small boats. With Rishi Sunak 
as PM, the Indian-heritage Suella 
Braverman as Home Secretary and 
several other politicians of colour 
as senior ministers, any remaining 
hesitation about openly racist 
scapegoating of migrants seems to 
have been cast aside. Braverman 
is clearly determined to outdo 
her RSS-supporting predecessor 
Priti Patel in making a spectacle 

of her cruelty towards migrants. 
She has refused to apologise to a 
Holocaust survivor who confronted 
her for describing migrants in the 
dehumanising language of ‘swarms’ 
and ‘invasions’. Famously she has 
said it is her ‘dream’ and ‘obsession’ 
to see a photo of a plane taking off for 
Rwanda on newspaper front pages, 
in reference to the notorious and 
currently stalled scheme to send 
people who have sought asylum in 
Britain to Rwanda. Most recently she 
travelled to Rwanda itself where she 

healthcare and education have been in the news. ABPS 
treats Aadhaar as a financial address. For this system to 
function, the worker’s job card and bank account must 
be seeded with Aadhaar and the account must be linked 
to the National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI) 
mapper. Seeding and mapping a bank account is not an 
easy process. It involves stringent KYC requirements, 
biometric authentication, and resolving possible 
inconsistencies between the Aadhaar database and the 
bank account. Any inconsistency in the entire process will 
basically result in no payment of wages to the workers.

Protests and demands

Unions, organisations and individuals from across the 
country working on saving NREGA from the impending 
death, have been protesting the vicious attack on the 
legislation that was brought as relief to rural workers. On 
13 February, the protest took the shape of a 100 day dharna.

The charter of demands include adequate funding, 
scrapping app based attendance, timely payment of 
wages, compensation for delays, increase in wage rate, 
delinking from Aadhar, social audits correcting the travel 
allowance and compensation for death and injury at work, 
eradicating corruption.

At the time of going to press, the dharna at Jantar Mantar 
crossed the 25 days mark. Organisations from Bengal and 
Jharkhand have already been on the dharna site. Solidarity 
has been extended on behalf of AICCTU, AIARLA, and 
CPIML. Comrade Dipankar Bhattacharya addressed the 

demonstrators on 20 March. Comrade Shweta Raj from 
AICCTU and Comrade Radhika and Sweta from AIARLA 
and Comrade Neeraj from RYA extended solidarity to the 
assembled demonstrators on 1 March and 19-20 March. 
Comrade Rajiv Dimri, National General Secretary of 
AICCTU addressed the press conference on 4th march.

In a briefing organized by Peoples' Action for Employment 
Guarantee (PAEG) and NREGA Sangharsh Morcha 
in Delhi’s Constitutional Club on March 14, CPIML 
General Secretary Dipankar Bhattacharya said that 
under Modi regime, we are witnessing a drastic rise in 
both urban and rural unemployment and at the same time, 
employee guarantee schemes like MGNREGA are being 
systematically dismantled by slashing budget allocation. 
On the other hand, we see rich corporations are reaping 
benefits like tax reliefs, concessions and divestment of 
PSUs.

On the 25th day of the dharna, Comrade Rameshwar 
Prasad, ex-MP and Comrade Rajaram, senior leader 
of CPIML addressed the protest and supported it on 
behalf of CPIML. They stressed on correcting the wage 
inequities given in NREGA and increasing the wage rate to 
minimum wages. They demanded that wages must cover 
the expenses for a dignified living for 365 days. The need 
to work together for a central legislation to protect the 
migrant workers in both urban and rural work was also 
raised at the meeting. Comrade Rameshwar said that 
parties and non governmental organisations like those in 
NREGA Sangharsh Morcha must work together to uphold 
the rights of the workers in the face of this attack.n  
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was pictured apparently laughing with joy on the rooftop 
of a planned hostel for those to be deported.

The government’s spurious claim that they are stopping 
the boats to foil exploitative people-traffickers who 
organise the dangerous journeys fools no-one – nor 
is it meant to. Under the new bill anyone entering the 
country ‘illegally’ - i.e. without a visa issued by the 
British government, and having passed through any 
other country, clearly unavoidable for the vast majority 
of refugees who have to escape persecution and war by 
any means possible in order to stay alive - will be banned 
from seeking asylum. Incredibly, even those who are 
confirmed to be victims of modern slavery and trafficking 
will not be protected. They will be automatically detained 
(likely in camps such as Manston, where 4,000 people 
including lone children as young as 14 were held in 
horrifically overcrowded and insanitary conditions, and 
which had to be closed after an outbreak of Diphtheria) 
and then deported. 

The Labour Party meanwhile, as expected, has failed to 
provide any political or ethical opposition to the Bill, 
shamefully focussing instead on simply arguing that 
the new policy ‘wouldn’t work’ in stopping migrants. 
But while the dominant corporate media outlets played 
their usual role of amplifying the racism and xenophobia, 
an unexpected incident shifted the focus. On 7 March 
former football star Gary Lineker, the anchor of the BBC’s 
flagship Match of the Day broadcast, tweeted that the 
government’s policy on migrants crossing the Channel in 
small boats was ‘an immeasurably cruel policy directed 
at the most vulnerable people in language that is not 
dissimilar to that used by Germany in the 30s’.  

The tweet caused a furore in Tory circles and the right-
wing media and the next day it was announced that 
Lineker had been removed from Match of the Day until 
an agreement could be reached on his use of Twitter. 
This generated a wave of fellow sports presenters and 
commentators stepping down in solidarity, led by fellow 
footballers Ian Wright and Alan Shearer. It also led to 
widespread questioning of the oft-proclaimed political 
independence of the BBC, which is funded through 
the TV license which every household which owns a 
television has to pay. The BBC has always been largely the 
voice of the British establishment on domestic matters 
at least (foreign coverage is more variable, as in the case 
of the incisive ‘Modi Question’ documentary, from which 
Rishi Sunak was quick to distance his government). 
But recently the BBC’s closeness to the government 
has reached new heights with the appointment as BBC 
Chair of Conservative party donor Richard Sharp, weeks 
after he arranged an £800,000 personal loan for Boris 
Johnson. Many observers pointed out that while the 

BBC claimed that Lineker had violated requirements to 
remain ‘impartial’, right-wingers employed by the BBC 
faced no such sanctions, as in the case of notorious ‘Top 
Gear’ presenter Jeremy Clarkson’s comment in 2011 that 
striking public sector workers ‘should be shot in front of 
their families’.  With Match of the Day and many other 
BBC sports programmes unable to run and a groundswell 
of public support for Lineker, he was reinstated by the 
BBC on 13 March.

Whilst known as a relatively progressive figure within 
sport, Lineker is no socialist or anti-imperialist: a 
production company he heads has recently produced 
a podcast in which Tony Blair’s spin-doctor and right-
hand man Alastair Campbell attempts to retrospectively 
justify and rehabilitate the Iraq War.  But while some 
saw the Lineker affair as diverting from the real issue 
of the attack on refugees’ rights, others felt it drew 
further attention to the government’s rabidly racist and 
anti-migrant policies and narratives, from which it is 
increasingly unwilling to tolerate any dissent (ironically 
giving more validity to Lineker’s comparison with early 
Nazism in Germany). The widespread support for 
Lineker also arguably highlighted the potential - and 
urgency - of building mass opposition to such narratives, 
at a time of growing anger at the government and a wave 
of strikes in Britain.

But meanwhile there is already resistance to the 
government and support for migrants being organised 
on many different levels. Recent violent rallies by far-
right groups outside hostels housing asylum seekers, 
empowered by the government’s rhetoric, have 
been successfully opposed by much larger counter-
demonstrations. Many organisations and individual 
activists are also involved in vital forms of grassroots 
work, from providing legal support to asylum seekers 
to supporting and amplifying their campaigns on issues 
such as extortionate healthcare fees, and surrounding 
and blocking vans picking people up from detention 
centres to be deported. 

Crucially, migrants and migrant-led organisations are at 
the heart of many of these initiatives, and protests have 
also been staged alongside those by people currently in 
detention. However, the struggles facing migrants and 
refugees are increasingly widely recognised as an aspect 
of neoliberal capitalism, and solidarity is becoming 
widespread among the left and progressive forces. 
With no sign of meaningful Parliamentary opposition 
to the government onslaught on migrants’ rights, such 
solidarity activism offers the only ray of hope for change. 
n     
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IN MEMORY OF  
COMRADE JOHN K ERUMELI
A memorial meeting of Comrade 
John K Erumeli, the secretary of the 
CPIML, was held at Trivandrum 
on 12th March. The newly elected 
state secretary Comrade Johnson 
Ambattu presided over the meeting. 

Comrade Balasundaram, the CC 
In Charge for the state fondly 
recollected the dedication and 
sacrificing values of Comrade 
John K Erumeli who led the party 
in most difficult times, right from 
the underground days. He said that 
fulfilling the dreams and carrying 
forward the unfulfilled tasks of the 
comrade is the fitting tribute.

Comrade Shankar, the CCM, 
remembered his decades-long 
association with Comrade John 

K Erumeli in building the party 
in Kerala. He also recollected the 
determination and sacrifice, the 
qualities of a communist embedded 
in Comrade John K’s life and struggle. 
He highlighted the role of Comrade 
John K who kept the party flag flying 
high in the state. He also called upon 
the party cadres in Kerala to build a 
bigger, stronger and united party in 
the state.

Comrade John K’s life partner, 
Comrade Ammini, who, in fact, 
shared all sufferings in order to 
help the comrade to serve the people 
and the party, was also present on 
the occasion. Comrade John K’s 
daughter in law, Snehalatha and the 
grandson were also present and also 

recollected the sweet memories with 
Comrade John K.

Comrade OP Kunjupilla, who had 
been a life-time associate of Comrade 
John K and also a senior leader of the 
party in the state, fondly remembered 
his long association as a friend and 
comrade. Senior Comrades Pathiyur 
Viswam, Sugathan, Sivasankaran 
also addressed the memorial 
meeting along with Comrades 
Ajithan, Sujith, Adv Jayakumar, Babu, 
Asokan and others. Comrade John 
K Erumeli, being an ardent writer 
in Malayalam was duely honoured 
by the Madhyamam magazine by 
carrying an exclusive article in 
memory of comrade John K Erumeli.

The comrades and friends present 
on the occasion resolved to carry the 
revolutionary banner handed over by 
comrade John K Erumeli and to make 
his dreams a reality. n

TRIBUTES TO JOHN K ERUMELI 
(1940-2023)

Comrade John K Erumeli 
breathed his last, on 11 Feb 
2023, on the way to hospital 

where he was rushed for a complaint 
of an unusual chest congestion. 

Born in 1940 at Vellur near Pampadi 
in Kottayam district, Comrade John K 
Erumeli was working as E D postman 
at Kanakapalam post office.  He 
decided to quit his job to become a 
full-time political activist of the party, 
CPIML Liberation, to serve for the 
society and the people. 

Comrade John K, who was actively 
associated with the Communist 
movement and the Kerala Yuktivadi 
Sangham (Kerala Rationalists’ 
Organisation) during the 1960s and 
70s, was in the CPIM after the split in 
the Communist Party of India in 1964.  

In 1967, when the message of the 

historic Naxalbari peasants struggle 
inspired communist revolutionaries 
across the country, Comrade John K 
came forward to dedicate his life to 
build a revolutionary movement in 
Kerala. He played a crucial role to 
keep the party's flag high in the state 
of Kerala. He was the state secretary 
of the party for many decades but for 
a brief gap. 

He is associated with the party, CPIML 
Liberation, since the underground 
days and then in the Indian People's 
Front (IPF), which was a mass 
political organization till 1992.  He 
worked tirelessly, as the secretary of 
the party's State Leading Team (SLT), 
to expand the party's mass base in 
Kerala until his death.

He was also arrested for joining 
and organising a protest against 

the Global Investors' Meet (GIM). 
Comrade John K Erumeli was the 
Chief Editor of "Janakeeya Sabdam" 
a monthly organ of the party in Kerala. 
He was also a founder, on behalf of 
the party, to float a publishing venture 
"Janakeeya Sabdam Publications". 

Comrade John K was also an ardent 
reader and a prolific writer. He 
has also authored several books in 
Malayalam. 

Comrade John K is survived by his life 
partner Amminikkutty and two sons, 
Rajesh and Mukesh.

Red Salutes to Comrade John K 
Erumeli! n
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Sanyukta Kisan Morcha (SKM) organised a huge Kisan 
Mahapanchayat on 20 March in Delhi’s Ramlila Maidan. The 
mahapanchayat charted out a countrywide programme 
against Modi government’s designs of handing ovder Indian 
agriculture under corporate control and demanded to fulfill 
all pending demands of the Farmers’ Movement including 
enactment of a MSP Guarantee Act through a memorandum 
which was handed over to the Union Agriculture Minister by a 
fifteen-member delegation of farmer leaders. 
The mahapanchayat declared to hold conferences, 
conventions, yatras and other programmes in all the states 
to oppose increasing corporate control over the agriculture 
and hold state-level farmers’ conferences. The movement will 
also organise Kisan Sangharsh Yatras and will mobilise common people with the demands of the farmers’ movement. 
The mahapanchayat condemned the Modi government for snatching away agriculture sector, arable lands, forests 
and other natural resources from farmers and common people in order to hand them over to crony corporates. 
The mahapanchayat was addressed by more than fifty farmers’ leaders and activists including Kisan Mahasabha 
president Ruldu Singh Mansa, Biju Krishnan of AIKS, Rakesh Tikait of BKU, Jogender Singh Ugrahan of BKU(Ugrahan), 
Medha Patkar, Dr. Sunilam, Satyavan, Suresh Kauth, Raju, Kishore Dhamale of Satyashodhak Shetkari Sabha, Subhash 
Kakuste of Shramik Shetkari Sanghatana, Tejender Singh Virk and many others. The speakers called for intensifying 
the resistance against anti-farmers policies. 
AIKM President Rajaram Singh and Vice President Prem Singh Gehlawat were present on the occassion along with 
thousands of AIKM members from Punjab, Bihar, UP, Rajasthan, Maharashtra, Haryana, Jharkhand and Uttarakhand. 
The mahapanchayat was conducted by a nine-member committee comprised of Purushottam Sharma, Jagmohan, 
Ravinder Patiala and others.

FARMERS PROTEST IN DELHI REITERATES  
DEMAND FOR MSP GUARANTEE ACT

ADIEU COMRADE ASHOKTARU
On the night of 29th January 2023, we lost Com. Ashoktaru, a fearless journalist, documentary 
film-maker and a committed member of CPI(ML) Liberation. We grieve his passing at the age 
of 67. Apart from being a journalist for Akashvani, he was known for his contributions for his 
contribution to literature and film-making, including ten documentaries that he made. Among 
them the documentary ‘Dhnara’ was awarded the BFJA prize. His documentaries, stories, and 
poems have reflected the struggles of the marginalized and working classes, including children 
affected by the COVID19 lockdowns.

He was also a member of the Calcutta Press Club and had played a crucial role in the working 
committee of the club including presiding over the body. He was also a member of East-Central 
Kolkata Local Committee of CPI(ML) Liberation. We was also a founding member of the forum 
‘We the People of India’, formed in order to resist the fascist aggression of the BJP/RSS. On 30th January his body was 
donated to Sagar Dutta hospital in accordance to his speeches. Comrades from the party and his family paid their final 
respects. We mourn his untimely and sudden loss.

A FAREWELL TO SHANKAR ROY
On 23rd February senior journalist, poet, essayist, art critic and a lifelong theorist of Marxism, Shankar 
Roy passed away at the age of 82.

He played the role of a crucial friend and mentor to many of the current crop of intellectuals. 
Sunanda Dutta Roy, one-time editor of The Statesman newspaper, Adati Roy Ghatak, the columnist 
of that newspaper, Paranjoy Guha Thakurta, the economic journalist, Nitya Chakraborty, the director 
of IPA, were his among his many friends. In pursuing the dream of freedom from the exploitation 
of working people, Shankarda never considered his own, family, happiness in the six decades of 
his illustrious career as a journalist. He also received membership of the Communist Party of India 
(CPI) at one time.

The final decade of his life was dedicated to an intense study of Marxist theoretical traditions. His 
translation of ‘Another Marx’ by Marcello Musto to Bengali was published in 2022. Along with Shaibal Gupta, he edited a 
compilation of 15 research papers titled 'Probings and Re-Probings, Essays in Marxian Awakening' at the international seminar 
organized by ADAR (Asian Development Research Institute) in Patna on the occasion of the bicentenary of Marx's birth. He 
also planned to write a book on Tagore and Marx. He also contributed to numerous little magazines, journals, and online 
web portals. He also contributed to these pages as well as to Ajker Deshabrati the state organ of CPI(ML) in West Bengal.

While Shankarda is gone, his works will guide our way.
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