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Pledge of July 28, 2022: Unleash All-Out Efforts to 
Make the 11th Party Congress a Great Success! 
July 28, 2022 marks the fiftieth anniversary of the martyrdom 
of Comrade Charu Mazumdar, the great architect of the 
Naxalbari peasant upsurge and the founding General 
Secretary of the CPI(ML). It is an occasion to draw inspiration 
from his glorious contribution to the revolutionary communist 
movement in India. It is also an occasion to take the pledge to 
strengthen and equip his party in all respects to play its due 
role in today’s challenging situation. 

For years Comrade Charu Mazumdar worked within the CPI 
and CPI(M) as a dedicated communist organiser of the peasant 
movement. He was one of the core organisers of the historic 
Tebhaga movement which united the oppressed peasantry 
in undivided Bengal in the late 1940s and inspired a great 
progressive awakening against the three key impediments 
of that period – landlordism, colonialism and communalism. 
Naxalbari was the product of years of sustained organised 
and conscious effort to revive the Tebhaga spirit and legacy 
in the situation of post-independence agrarian and economic 
crisis. 

Comrade Charu Mazumdar was also a keen observer of the 
political situation, and paid adequate attention to class 
struggle in all its dimensions including the often neglected 
ideological-political aspect. When the international 
communist movement witnessed major debates over the 
issue of developing a revolutionary counter offensive against imperialism in the late 1950s, and the 
debate started resonating among Indian communists, Comrade Charu became a consistent advocate 
of the revolutionary line, joining the CPI(M) in 1964 and continuing the battle within the CPI(M). 
1967 proved a new watershed when communists came to power as a major force in the first non-
Congress coalition government in West Bengal and CM and his comrades took to intensifying agrarian 
revolutionary struggles on the ground. 

Naxalbari illustrated the trajectory of one single upsurge creating a countrywide revolutionary storm 
and Comrade CM showed us how to seize moment. The upsurge inspired the student-youth community 
on an unprecedented scale, and responding to CM’s call thousands of these young activists fanned out 
into the countryside to get integrated with the landless poor. This gave rise to a new convergence of 
struggles, a new fusion of ideas and experiences. Thus was born the CPI(ML) amidst a new prairie fire 
of class struggle. When the new party was sought to be crushed by unleashing a massive crackdown 
and bloodbath, CM also responded to that most difficult situation with great courage, confidence and 
wisdom. 

Days before his martyrdom in his final notes he called upon his comrades to keep the party alive 
by all means and tide over the setback by forging the closest of ties with the people, upholding 
the interests of the people as the only interest of the party and developing unity and cooperation 
with even our erstwhile adversaries and opponents within the broad left and opposition camp. His 
final words inspired us to reorganise the Party beginning with the Party Central Committee on the 
second anniversary of his martyrdom. Over these five decades we have successfully taken the Party 
forward overcoming phases of acute state repression, feudal and political violence, occasional political 
setbacks and ideological challenges.

Today, on the fiftieth anniversary of CM’s martyrdom, we find ourselves in an extraordinary situation. 
Not only have the lives, livelihood and liberties of the people become extremely insecure, the republic 
is fast being stripped of its constitutional commitment to secular democracy and trapped in the cage 
of a fascist Hindu Rashtra. The Party which was founded to realise the dream of revolution must now 
take the lead to rescue and rebuild the republic in the face of this unprecedented disaster. To enable the 
party to deal with these challenging circumstances we need to strengthen the party organisationally, 
politically and ideologically. Let us launch a dedicated campaign in this direction which will culminate 
in the Party’s forthcoming Eleventh Congress in Patna next February. Let every Party member, branch 
and committee rise to the occasion to make the Congress a great success. n
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75th Anniversary of 
Independence: 

Whither India? 

India’s anti-colonial struggle or, freedom movement, is a prolonged and 
diverse chapter in the history of India. It is a rich tapestry woven by 
myriad struggles that deepened and enriched the quest for a modern 

India. Immediate issues and contexts varied in different periods and different 
regions – struggles against landlordism and usury, against local kings, against 
caste and gender oppression and injustice, and for linguistic rights and cultural 
diversity, all added to the momentum and canvas of the freedom movement. 
Multiple modes of mobilisation and methods of struggle guided by a broad 
spectrum of ideologies from Gandhian and Ambedkarite to communist and 
socialist of various shades – all should be recognised as diverse strands of the 
grand narrative of India’s freedom movement. Ironically, the one stream which 
was conspicuously absent in the freedom movement and busy with its own 
project of defining Indian nationalism on the basis of Hindu supremacy now 
rules India as India observes the seventy-fifth anniversary of independence. 

The rise and domination of British colonial power over India itself had a history 
of more than three centuries – first in the form of the expanding commercial 
operation and network of the East India Company from the early seventeenth 
century to the Battle of Palashi (1757), followed by the rule of the Company 
for a period of hundred years (1757-1858) and the final leg of direct rule of the 
British Crown from 1858 to 1947. From cruel loot and plunder to an institutional 
reign of repression and manipulation, this trajectory of colonial rule evoked 
continuous resistance and periodic revolts since the first recorded Adivasi 
revolt led by Tilka Manjhi in 1784. This entire history of resistance should be 
recognised as the history of India’s freedom movement.

The battle of Palashi in 1757 and the battle of Buxar in 1764 led to a major 
consolidation of the Company rule in north India and the rulers sought 
to reinforce it by creating a class of loyal landlords through what came to 
be known as the Permanent Settlement or the Cornwallis Code. But this 
coercive colonialism and landlordism, and the allied element of cruel usury, 
was deeply resented by the overwhelming majority of rural population, the 
peasants and Adivasis in particular. Revolts kept breaking out and reached 
a new high with the Sathal Hool of 1855 and the great rebellion of 1857, 
following which the British crown not only established its direct rule but 
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EDITORIAL

also brought about considerable change in its strategy.

The rebellion of 1857 had highlighted two major threats 
to the British rulers. Contrary to the British expectations 
of a Hindu-Muslim divide and a fragmented Indian 
polity, 1857 showcased the great potential of a national 
awakening where Hindu and Muslim soldiers, farmers, 
traders and even aristocracies joined hands against the 
foreign rulers. Post 1857, the British rulers therefore 
adopted ‘divide and rule’ as their declared blueprint and 
cultivated the princely states as their trusted allies. The 
freedom movement of course tried to evolve a policy of 
‘unite and resist’ to counter the ‘divide and rule’ strategy, 
but could not stop the eventual denouement of a traumatic 
Partition accompanied by a massive bloodbath, forced 
migration, destruction and loss. The ‘divide and rule’ 
strategy culminated in ‘partition and quit’. 

The RSS which now rules India through the BJP and is 
desperately trying to impose its own ideology and outlook 
as the ruling ideology seeks to reduce the history of India’s 
freedom movement to the trauma of Partition even as the 
Modi regime is busy appropriating a whole range of leaders 
of the freedom movement while distorting and denigrating 
a few others. This is a clever ploy to cover up the sordid 
reality of the actual role played by the RSS and other 
Hindutva protagonists during the freedom movement. The 
Hindutva lobby stood away from the freedom movement, 
its biggest icon Savarkar is now best remembered for his 
half a dozen mercy petitions to the British rulers, while the 
RSS was in awe of Mussolini and Hitler. Golwalkar wrote 
about how India should profit by emulating Hitler’s Nazi 
Germany model based on ‘race purity and pride’ while 
Savarkar posited the model of a Hindu India where Hindus, 
defined broadly as people who are born in India and who 
also follow a religion born in India, will wield all political 
and military power. 

The RSS answer to India’s partition is the reconstruction 
of an Akhand Bharat which will include not just India, 
Pakistan and Bangladesh, the three countries that have 
been formed in the wake of 1947, but also Afghanistan in 
the North-West, Myanmar in the North-East, Sri Lanka in 
the South and Nepal, Bhutan and Tibet in the North. This is 
not to be confused with a desire for reunification (like the 
reunification of Germany or the desire for reunification of 
Korea), it is clearly an expansionist imperial dream (like 
Putin’s talk of a Greater Russia that will be at the heart of 
a Eurasian empire). The Akhand Bharat advocated by the 
RSS had no historical existence, it is the projection of an 
imaginary past of mythical glory that is being peddled as 
a toxic dream to divert the attention of the people from 
the problems and miseries of the present. 

India and Pakistan have been existing as separate countries 
for seventy-five years, Bangladesh has been in existence for 

more than fifty years. Keeping in view the shared past and 
common interests of India, Pakistan and Bangladesh, the 
three countries can of course contemplate a confederation 
and a more vibrant and energetic framework of cooperation 
in South Asia than the currently dormant and nearly 
defunct SAARC, but the RSS vision of an Akhand Bharat 
can only be a prescription for a state of permanent conflict 
in South Asia and greater alienation of India from all its 
neighbours. Forget about restoring the old undivided 
India, any attempt to define Indian nationalism on the 
basis of a homogenised and regimented political Hinduism 
will only jeopardise India’s current national unity. Even 
though the constitution fell short in terms of securing the 
extent of rights, depth of democracy and consistency of 
liberty, equality, fraternity and comprehensive justice it 
promised, the preamble proclaimed the basic spirit of a 
modern democratic republic. 

In the wake of the First World War and the victorious 
Russian Revolution and more organically during the 
Second World War and its aftermath, India’s freedom 
movement had become part of the international anti-
colonial anti-fascist awakening. The exit of British 
colonialism from India in 1947 and the rise of new China 
in 1949 dramatically changed the global political landscape 
in the second half of the twentieth century. Modern India’s 
journey as a democratic republic had begun against this 
changed international backdrop. 

Today, seventy-five years after that historic ‘tryst with 
destiny’ the Indian journey is headed in a totally different 
and retrograde direction. It is now quite clear that the 
ascendance of Narendra Modi to power in 2014 and his 
renewed victory in 2019 have emboldened the Sangh-
BJP establishment to rewrite the fundamentals of India’s 
statecraft where the executive now brazenly dominates 
the legislature and the judiciary and the tenets of the 
Constitution are being openly flouted. The separation of 
the state and citizenship from religion is being discarded 
and with a new parliament building democracy is being 
pushed into a new era of regimentation where basic 
expressions of criticism and opposition are being declared 
‘unparliamentary’. If the Emergency was India’s previous 
recorded experience with suppression and suspension of 
democracy, we now find ourselves in a state of permanent 
emergency. The old Emergency only had a repressive state, 
its new avatar comes with a cheerleading media and killer 
squads revelling in street violence. 

For the Modi regime, the seventy-fifth anniversary of 
India’s independence is an opportunity to distort and 
rewrite history in the service of its own agenda. We the 
people of India must revisit the history of the freedom 
movement to reignite the dreams of liberty and equality 
so we can rebuff the growing fascist offensive. n 
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Judicial Attacks Against
 Massacre Victims And

 Human Rights Defenders 

In a democracy, the judiciary is 
meant to be independent from 
the executive; and citizens are 

meant to have the right to appeal 
to courts for action against the 
government, police/armed forces, 
and bureaucracy. The courts bear 
the responsibility of protecting the 
liberties and rights of the individual 
citizen from the overreaching might 
of the state. If the judiciary begins 
to obey the political executive (i.e 
the government), and even to then 
democracy is on its deathbed. 

The overturning of the 1973 Roe v 
Wade judgment that had recognised 
women’s constitutional right to 
abortion by the US Supreme Court 
has alerted the world to the fragility 
of democracy in that country. In 
India, the judicial institutions have 
never been all that robust. During 
the Emergency that lasted between 
1975-77, the Supreme Court of 
India notoriously ruled in favour 
of the Indira Gandhi government’s 
right to suspend habeas corpus 
– i.e the individual’s right not to 
be unlawfully detained – in the 
ADM Jabalpur case. It was only in 
retrospect, after Emergency ended, 
that Justice Khanna’s dissenting 
judgment in that case came to be 
hailed and upheld.     

Two successive recent Supreme 
Court judgments toll the death 
knell for India’s democracy, 
warning of a crisis for India’s 
judicial independence that is far 
more life-threatening that its 
chronic weaknesses. In these two 
unprecedented judgments, 
the Supreme Court obediently 
took the stance advocated by 
the Solicitor General of India, 
appearing respectively for the 

Gujarat Government and the 
Union Government, and ordered 
the criminalisation of human rights 
defenders who had enabled survivors 
of massacres to navigate the judicial 
maze and seek justice. 

In India, massacres of vulnerable 
communities – adivasis, dalits, 
Muslims, Christians, Sikhs, 
Kashmiris, Manipuris, Nagas – have 
always been a grim reality; as have 
been cases in which individuals and 
groups from these communities have 
been framed for crimes they did not 
commit, and unjustly imprisoned as 
under-trials for long years. Justice 
has always been elusive in such 
cases. The police is often complicit 
with perpetrators of massacres; and 
moreover proving guilt of individual 
members of violent mobs in a court 
of law is not easy. And ‘national 
security’ has often been a pretext to 
suspend liberties of individuals from 
these communities falsely charged 

under draconian anti-terror laws; 
or to block efforts to hold armed 
forces responsible for killings of 
individuals from these communities 
in the name of counter-insurgency 
operations. The task – essential to 
keep democracy alive but often risky 
and thankless – of seeking justice in 
such cases has fallen to human rights 
and civil liberties defenders. 

For the past several years, we 
have seen the Modi regime use 
the UAPA and other draconian 
laws to effectively suspend habeas 
corpus and imprison human rights 
defenders, political dissenters, and 
journalists as under-trials for years 
at a time, with no end in sight. Courts, 
including the Supreme Court, have 
for the most part failed to defend the 
liberties of these citizens. One such 
activist, Stan Swamy, an octogenarian 
priest with Parkinson’s disease 
who was a crusader for the unjustly 
incarcerated adivasi prisoners in 
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Schoolmates Walk Hand-in-hand With a Muslim Student In Hijab in Karnataka.  BCCL

Jharkhand, died in prison without 
bail, as an under-trial UAPA prisoner 
in the Bhima Koregaon case where 
the ‘investigative’ agencies have not 
even bothered to hide their tracks as 
they planted and fabricated evidence. 
Sudha Bharadwaj is another activist 
known for her work to secure the 
release of indefinitely incarcerated 
adivasi undertrials, and justice for 
adivasi victims of custodial killings 
in Chhattisgarh, who is also an 
accused in the Bhima Koregaon case. 

Journalist Mohd. Zubair, targeted in 
multiple criminal cases for having 
called Hindu-supremacists like 
Yati Narsinghanand and Bajrang 
Muni, “hate-mongers” for their 
speeches calling for genocide and 
rape of Muslims, was granted bail 
by the Supreme Court after 23 days; 
meanwhile Nupur Sharma, who was 
removed from the position of BJP’s 
spokesperson after international 
outrage over her hate-mongering 
speech, also got bail – without 
having had to spend a single day in 
prison. But other journalists, who are 
also Muslim, like Siddique Kappan 
continue to languish in prison just 
for doing their job – and courts 
remain apathetic and fail to protect 
their liberties.    

But with the two SC judgments to 
which we refer, the judiciary has 
not merely failed to safeguard civil 
liberties from the attacks by the state. 
Instead, these are cases in which the 
state has handed off its weapon of 
attack to the judiciary. The judiciary 
has heeded the voice of government 
and acted to punish the human 
rights defenders and members of 
vulnerable groups that petitioned 
it for protection and justice! If the 
judiciary deems it ‘conspiracy’ 
or even ‘terrorism’ for citizens to 
approach the courts seeking to hold 
the government, police and armed 
forces responsible, then all doors of 
justice are shut to the citizen. And 
a country where the judiciary slams 
its doors shut and orders citizens to 

face fines and prosecution simply for 
petitioning Supreme Court, is not a 
democracy. 

Modi-Shah’s Revenge 
on Teesta?
A day after the Supreme Court 
dismissed Zakia Jafri’s petition 
appealing a lower court’s refusal to 
file a case against Narendra Modi 
for his role in Gujarat’s anti-Muslim 
violence of 2002, the anti-terrorism 
squad (ATS) of the Gujarat policy 
arrested activist Teesta Setalvad and 
former Gujarat intelligence officer 
RB Shreekumar on the basis of an FIR 
registered by the crime branch of the 
Ahmedabad police. 

Dismissing the petition, the 
Supreme Court of India said, 
without referencing any facts, “The 
protagonists of the quest for justice 
sitting in a comfortable environment 
in their air-conditioned office may 
succeed in connecting failures of 
the state administration at different 

levels during such a horrendous 
situation, little knowing or even 
referring to the ground realities 
and the continual effort put in by 
the duty holders in controlling the 
spontaneous evolving situation 
unfolding aftermath mass violence 
across the state.”

The chronology is clear: the arrests 
of human rights defenders follow 
language by the Supreme Court of 
India framing “protagonists of the 
quest for justice” as conspirators 
for seeking to hold the Gujarat State 
machinery accountable for targeted 
violence. To make the chronology 
even clearer, the FIR filed by the 
Gujarat ATS quotes excerpts from 
the judgment in order to justify its 
actions against Teesta Setalvad and 
others. This detention also comes a 
day after Home Minister Amit Shah 
made a statement against Teesta. 

Setalvad’s organisation, Citizens 
for Justice and Peace, has tirelessly 
pursued cases relating to the 2002 

Protests by CPIML in West Bengal and Jharkhand on June 27 against the vindictive 
arrest  of Teesta Setalvad ,RB Shreekumar and others. 
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anti-Muslim massacres in Gujarat 
that took place under Narendra Modi 
as Chief Minister: especially the 
Gulberg Society and Naroda Patiya 
killings. The Naroda Patiya case led 
to the conviction of prominent BJP 
leader and former minister Maya 
Kodnani. When Gulberg Society 
where he lived was attacked, 
former MP Ehsan Jafri gave shelter 
to terrified Muslims. He called the 
then CM Narendra Modi as well as 
other persons in authority for help 
when his home was surrounded by a 
murderous Hindu-supremacist mob. 
No help arrived - and Ehsan Jafri was 
tortured and burnt alive. His wife 
Zakia Jafri since then courageously 
pursued the quest for truth and 
justice in the courts for the past 
two decades, seeking to establish 
the complicity of the 2002 Gujarat 
Government headed by the CM Modi 
in the targeted violence. She was 
supported in this quest for justice by 
Teesta Setalvad and her organisation 
Citizens For Justice and Peace. A 
number of public servants who 
served in Gujarat in 2002 including 
R.B. Shreekumar refused to perjure 
themselves to defend the Gujarat 
Government of the day headed by the 
then CM Narendra Modi, and have 
consistently spoken their truth to 
serve the cause of justice.

In all, Setalvad and her organisation 
helped secure 120 convictions in 68 
cases involving nine major Gujarat 
riot incidents: a rare achievement 
when perpetrators in most cases 
of targeted caste and communal 
massacres in India go scot-free. The 
Supreme Court bench admitted the 
Gujarat Government’s failure to 
control the riots. The fact is that 
the Gujarat Government of the time 
also failed to pursue justice for the 
victims. In fact the Supreme Court 
had had to order the cases to be tried 
outside Gujarat – a key factor that 
prevented the Gujarat Government 
from silencing survivors and 
witnesses and made convictions 

possible in so many cases. How 
can the judges on the SC bench 
now brand the quest for justice, 
facilitated by the SC institution 
itself, to be a conspiracy of politically 
motivated elites in “air-conditioned 
rooms”? The Supreme Court 
bench’s observations encouraged 
the same police that failed to 
prevent a massacre, to criminalise 
activists who sought to hold them 
accountable.       

Punished For Filing 
FIR In Massacre Case 
An adivasi woman Draupadi Murmu 
is now the President of India. 
Coinciding with this moment, the 
Supreme Court of India accepted 
the Government of India’s 
recommendation to treat adivasi 
women seeking justice against a 
massacre by police and paramilitary 
forces, as conspirators and criminals. 
The same BJP which touts its choice 
of Ms Murmu as President as an act of 
symbolic inclusion, is criminalising 
any attempt by adivasi women to seek 
justice against systemic violence by 
the state’s armed forces. 

In the second judgment of its 
kind, the Supreme Court again 
criminalised petitioners for justice 
in its own court. On 14 July, the SC 
criminalised the Gandhian activist 
Himanshu Kumar and 12 adivasi 
villagers who had petitioned the 
Supreme Court for an impartial 
enquiry into the Gompad  massacre 
of adivasis in Sukma district of 
Chhattisgarh in 2009. The Gompad 
massacre included two incidents 
of violence on September 17 and 
October 1, 2009 in which at least 
seventeen adivasi people from the 
villages of Gachchanpalli, Gompad, 
Nulkatong and other villages near 
the Singanmadgu forest were killed. 
The petitioners include survivors 
of the killings who were themselves 
injured; as well as family members 
of those who were killed.  

In this judgment the court has 
adopted the following reasoning: 
that since the FIRs lodged by the 
writ petitioners at the different 
police stations alleging massacre by 
police and paramilitary forces, were 
investigated, and the investigating 
agency concluded that it was Maoists 
rather than the police force that had 
perpetrated the massacre, “Prima 
facie, it could be said that false 
information was given by the first 
informants to the police as regards 
the alleged massacre by the police 
force.” 

This reasoning sets a dangerous 
precedent that will deter survivors 
and witnesses in massacre cases 
from even filing FIRs, if they risk 
being punished for doing so in 
the event that the court fails to 
prove their allegations. Moreover, 
the Government of India’s own 
submission to the Supreme Court, 
and the submissions of the CoBRA 
battalion and the government of 
Chhattisgarh, make assertions that 
contradict each other. They accuses 
Himanshu Kumar of falsely seeking to 
portray Maoists killed in an encounter 
as “innocent tribal victims massacred 
by security forces”; while at the same 
time accusing him of seeking to pass 
off a massacre by Maoists as one by 
security forces.

Contradictory Claims 
The petitioners had sought an 
independent investigation into the 
Gompad massacre. Survivor accounts 
appearing in the immediate aftermath 
of the massacre had stated that 
Chhattisgarh police and the CoBRA 
battalion of CRPF had stabbed and 
shot dead several villagers, and 
injured many including a baby. 

In its submission to the Supreme 
Court, the Union of India accused 
Himanshu Kumar of manipulating 
“illiterate” and “rustic” villagers 
to file the petitions because he had 
“a malafide objective to change the 
narrative of the (Gompad) incident and 
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with malicious designs i.e. to portray the 
dreaded Left Wing Extremists (Naxals), 
who were waging an armed rebellion 
against the security forces of the country 
and threatening the sovereignty and 
integrity of the country, as innocent tribal 
victims being massacred by the security 
forces.” This part of the petition 
clearly suggests that according to the 
Union Government, those killed at 
Gompad were ‘Left Wing Extremists’ 
(i.e Maoists), presumably killed in an 
armed encounter by ‘security forces’, 
and not ‘innocent tribals’. 

But in the same submission, the 
Union of India pointed out that in 
front of the magistrate who had 
conducted the investigation in 
Chhattisgarh, the villagers had not 
accused the ‘security forces’ of 
the killing, and had only said that 
“persons came from the jungle had 
murdered and brutalized villagers.” 
Based on this, the UoI implies, and 
the SC accepts the implication, 
that “There are frequent reports 
of civilian killings and torture 
of innocent by naxalite cadres 
wearing security forces’ uniforms 
to terrorize the masses in the name 
of maoist ideology and they might 
have indulged in such acts to defame 
the security forces and demoralize 
them with the intention to stall and 
derail operations in their strong hold 
areas.” (emphasis ours) 

The petitioners are seeking an 
independent investigation into 
incidents in which 17 villagers were 
killed. According to the central 
government, who killed these 17 
adivasis; and who were these 17 
victims? In the same submission, 
the central government suggests that 
the 17 people killed were “villagers” 
killed by Maoists posing as “security 
forces”; and also that they were 
Maoists killed by security forces, 
whom the petitioners seek to pass 
off as “innocent tribal victims.” Both 
claims cannot be true at the same 
time; and no evidence is offered by 
the government to back either of 

these claims.      

The State of Chhattisgarh’s affidavit 
offers this narrative: “A team of 
security forces consisting of CoBRA, 
local police and SPOs had started off 
on 30.09.2009 for Gompad village 
on the information of a naxal camp 
being run near village. When police 
party was about to reach the village 
at 06:30 AM on 01.10.2009, it came 
under heavy fire by Naxalites. The 
attack was repulsed and place was 
searched. Police did not find anybody. 
Afterwards the village was also 
searched but everyone fled away.” 
So the Chhattsigarh government is 
stating that on the date in question, 
police, Special Police Officers and 
CoBRA forces ‘repulsed’ an attack 
by Maoists in Gompad: i.e that an 
‘encounter’ took place. It does not 
state how the 17 people might have 
died. 

The CoBRA 201 battalion’s affidavit 
also admits that it was part of a 
violent incident in Gompad on the 
date in question; and claims it fired 
in self defence in reply to a Maoist 
attack: “When CoBRA/SAF troops were 
about 01 Km short of village Gompad at 
about 0630 hrs on 01/10/09 naxalites 
ambushed the troops and opened heavy 
fire. CoBRA/SAF troops had no other 
option and were forced to retaliate the 
fire which lasted for about 20 minutes 
and naxalites fled away from the 
ambush site. When the naxalites were 
fleeing they were seen carrying their 
injured colleagues.” 

So CoBRA is admitting that their 
fire injured some people, whom they 
claim were ‘naxalites’, i.e Maoists. 
The implication is that those killed 
were in fact Maoists killed in this 
encounter. 

The CoBRA affidavit makes a vague 
and garbled allegation against the 
petitioners: “this strong action 
of the CoBRA/SAF Bn was highly 
appreciated and published in the 
local newspapers. Hence, the 
petitioners in connivance with the 

naxalites have falsely alleged against 
the local police and SAF 201 to stall 
the operations against naxalites with 
well thought out nefarious designs.” 
What is clear is that neither the 
Chhattisgarh government nor the 
CoBRA battalion is claiming that 
Maoists wore uniforms of security 
officers and killed villagers in a false 
flag attack, which Himanshu Kumar 
later dressed up as a massacre by 
security forces. Instead both these 
entities are admitting that exactly 
as alleged by Himanshu Kumar and 
the other petitioners, the police 
along with SPOs and CoBRA forces 
did fire at people in Gompad on the 
date in question. The only difference 
is, the Chhattisgarh government and 
CoBRA battalion claim they fired in 
self-defence in an ‘encounter’ with 
armed Maoists; and they admit no 
deaths though they imply that those 
killed were Maoists who must have 
succumbed to their injuries after 
their comrades took them away. 
And the petitioners allege that these 
claims of an ‘encounter’ are false; 
and in fact ordinary villagers were 
killed by police, SPOs and CoBRA 
forces. Which of these two claims is 
right, could be established only if an 
impartial investigation took place – 
but the Supreme Court did not agree 
to order such an investigation. 

Instead the SC accepted a third 
narrative entirely, offered by the 
central government without any 
evidence to back it, that the victims 
were villagers killed by Maoists 
dressed up as ‘security forces’!  

The SC judgment does not even 
attempt to make sense of this garbled 
set of contradictory claims. It simply 
accepts the political allegation made 
by the central government, which 
is that Himanshu Kumar and other 
human rights activists like him are 
just fronts for Maoists, trying to 
defame ‘security forces’ in order 
to damage the counter-insurgency 
efforts, and that such activists must 
face punishment to deter them from 
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making such allegations in future.  

Here one may recall that in 2010, 
it was the Supreme Court which 
had rebuked the Chhattisgarh 
Government for raising the "bogey" 
of Naxalism to discredit those raising 
issues of human rights violations. 
"Suppose somebody fights their 
(victims) case, so what does that imply? 
First you say they are Naxals, then you 
say they are sympathisers, then you say 
they are sympathisers of sympathisers, 
why all these innuendos. You mean to 
say they (human rights activists) should 
not be concerned with human rights 
and fundamental rights? Don't keep 
bringing this Naxal issue. The only issue 
before this court is whether any such 
incident has happened or not. Naxals 
are not before us. Why is the issue being 
repeatedly raised before us about those 
who are not before us? We are concerned 
with the short question whether security 
forces had conducted themselves in 
such a fashion. If prima facie there is 
something... even if there is slightest 
suspicion we have to examine," a bench 
of Justices B Sudershan Reddy and S 
S Nijjar had said to the Chhattisgarh 
government at the time.

In contrast, in 2022, the same 
Supreme Court has been eager 
to accept any flimsy explanation, 
minus evidence, for the killing of 17 
villagers; and has leaped to embrace 
and legitimise the “Maoist bogey”! 

A History of 
Custodial Killings 
And Imprisonment 
of Innocents 
Even as the Supreme Court appears 
to be encouraging the government 
to arrest and prosecute adivasi 
petitioners and their supporters 
like Himanshu Kumar, an NIA 
court in Chhattisgarh acquitted 121 
adivasis five years after they were 
booked under UAPA on charges 
of conspiring with Maoists to kill 
25 Central Reserve Police Force 
personnel in Burkapal in 2017. 

Innocent adivasi villagers lost five 
years of their lives inside prison walls 
–  and the police and administration 
that made them scapegoats faces 
no consequences, and is not called 
upon to make even an apology, let 
alone any reparations. 

The Burkapal acquittal raises the 
question: why are police not being 
booked for criminal conspiracy 
when their allegations fail to be 
proved; if human rights activists 
filing FIRs in massacre cases can be 
booked for the same? As a statement 
by Chhattisgarh civil liberty groups 
pointed out, “The judgment in the 
case of Himanshu Kumar & Others 
holds that since the petitioners were 
unable to prove their accusations 
against the Police and the Security 
Forces, hence the entire petition has 
malicious intent, and may even be 
a criminal conspiracy. This logic is 
fallacious in itself. It is well known 
that in the district of Dantewada 
alone, the acquittal rate of adivasi 
persons booked in Naxalite cases 
is over 95%, year after year. A study 
of 101 cases of UAPA registered 
in Bastar Sessions Court in 2015 
showed that 92 of such cases resulted 
in acquittals, the remaining 9 were 
transferred to other courts, and not 
a single case resulted in a conviction. 
Does that mean that the entire police 

force in Bastar should be imprisoned 
for criminal conspiracy?”

The same statement also points 
out that “By rejecting the plea for 
an independent investigation, 
this judgment turns the principle 
of natural justice on its head. It 
should be recalled that it was the 
result of people’s demand for an 
independent investigation that 
resulted in the CBI inquiry into 
the violent incidents at Tadmetla, 
Morpalli and Timmapuram during 
Salwa Judum in 2011, and the inquiry 
by the National Human Rights 
Commission into the incidents of 
mass sexual violence in Bijapur and 
Sukma districts in 2015-2016. Both of 
these investigations corroborated 
the villagers’ allegations of mass 
violence conducted by security 
forces.” When such allegations 
have time and again been proved 
true, what is the basis for the Union 
of India’s claim of a conspiracy by 
Maoist-backed activists to falsely 
accuse ‘security forces’ of atrocities 
against unarmed adivasi villagers?   

Process Is Punishment
Speaking at a recent event, Chief 
Justice of India N.V. Ramana 
admitted the problem, saying “In 
our criminal justice system, the 
process is the punishment. From 

A Chhattisgarh court ordered the release of 121 Adivasis who were arrested after the 
2017 ambush in Sukma district’s Burkapal area.  HANSRAJ MEENA/TWITTER
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Persecution of Journalists, 
Fact-Checkers, Filmmakers  

I t is ironic that even as Narendra 
PM Modi signed the G7 pledge to 
protect 'freedom of expression, 

opinion online and offline', and the 
PM condemned Emergency-era 
censorship, Mohammed Zubair 
was arrested on the pretext of a 
2018 tweet, and the GOI instructed 
Twitter to withhold tweets critical of 
the Indian government’s record on 
declining internet freedom in India! 
It has issued similar instructions 
for tweets by the journalists Rana 
Ayyub and Mohammed Zubair, and 
has also instructed the suspension 
of the entire handles of Kisan Ekta 
Morcha and @Tractor2twitr, both 
of which contributed immensely 
to informing the public about the 
nature and scale of the farmers’ 
protests last year.

On 27th June, Mohammed Zubair, 
the co-founder of the fact-checking 
website AltNews, was arrested by 
Delhi Police’s IFSO. The pretext 
for his arrest was a 2018 tweet of 
an image from the 1983 movie Kisi 
Se Na Kehna. Zubair has been on 
the crosshairs of the Hindutva 
state establishment for his tireless 
efforts to expose disinformation 
campaigns and hate speech. Most 
recently he had highlighted sections 
of an interview by BJP spokesperson 

Nupur Sharma, where she indulged 
in hate speech against the Prophet 
Mohammed and by insinuation 
denigrated and dehumanized the 
entire Muslim community. The 
resulting international furore 
forced the BJP to distance itself 
from Sharma. Zubair’s arrest 
was obviously the Modi regime’s 
revenge for the international 
embarrassment suffered by it. 
Ironically, while Ms Sharma evaded 
arrest with total impunity, the Delhi 
Police arrested Zubair on a flimsy 
pretext. Subsequent cases against 
him in Delhi and UP meant that 
he remained in police custody for 

23 days, while being denied bail in 
courts, until finally the Supreme 
Court granted him bail. 

In Jharkhand, independent 
journalist Rupesh Kumar, known for 
his stories on the rights of adivasis, 
and for being one of the targets of 
Pegasus surveillance, was arrested 
in a UAPA case. 

The Gujarat crime branch arrested 
filmmaker Avinash Das for tweeting 
a picture of a corrupt IAS officer seen 
with Amit Shah. He got bail – but the 
saga of such arrests continues. 

The Modi regime, as with all 
authoritarian regimes, uses the 

hasty indiscriminate arrests, to 
difficulty in obtaining bail, the 
process leading to the prolonged 
incarceration of under-trials 
needs urgent attention.” The 
question arises, why are the CJI’s 
brother judges enabling a vindictive 
government to weaponise the 
criminal justice process to punish 
the very same human rights 
defenders who are only ones seeking 

to repair the criminal justice system 
that even the CJI admits is broken? 

The oppressed caste and minority 
victims of the Bathani Tola (1996) 
and Laxmanpur Bathe (1997) 
massacres in Bihar have been 
waiting since 2012 for the Supreme 
Court to hear their petition to 
overturn the Patna High Court’s 
mass acquittal of all the accused. 
Will the witness-survivors who 

filed the petitions now have to fear 
that the Supreme Court will not 
only deny them justice, but will 
penalise and criminalise them and 
the movements that enabled their 
quest for justice? 

Even in the face of government-
sponsored judicial injustice, 
people’s quest for justice will 
survive, and eventually triumph.  n
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Foil BJP’s Plans to Bulldoze 
India For Another Forty Years

T he derogatory remarks 
made by then BJP national 
spokesperson Nupur 

Sharma against Prophet Muhammad 
seem not just to have triggered a 
global storm of protests but also what 
increasingly looks like a murky multi-
layered plot in India. The refusal of 
the Modi government to act against 
Nupur Sharma in accordance with 
the law of the land and the attempt 
to dismiss her remarks as stray 
comments made by a ‘fringe element’ 
predictably generated considerable 
public anger and in many places 
across India, Muslims protested 
in large numbers. The Indian state 

resorted to bullets and bulldozers to 
crush these protests – 

while bulldozers were 
pressed into service 

in BJP-ruled 
Uttar Pradesh, 
opposition-
r u l e d 

Jharkhand 
w i t n e s s e d 

deaths and 
injuries in police 

firing.

T h e s e 
incidents all 

happened in the 
immediate aftermath 

of the Nupur Sharma 

controversy. With the announcement 
of the disastrous Agnipath scheme 
on 14 June, the declaration of the 
schedule for Presidential elections 
and the dramatic toppling game 
in Maharashtra, the spotlight was 
expected to have shifted away from the 
Nupur Sharma episode. But the witch-
hunt against Mohammed Zubair, the 
shocking killing of Kanhaiya Lal in 
Udaipur and the startling revelations 
about the Udaipur killer’s association 
with the BJP clearly tell us that there 
is much more to this controversy than 
meets the eye.

The Udaipur killing and its 
videography and circulation clearly 
have the potential to provoke a 
massive backlash. The killing was 
condemned by one and all and the 
country has been relieved to see that 
Rajasthan 2022 did not replicate the 
traumatic template of Gujarat 2002. 
It did not take long in this digital era of 
social media to identify the Udaipur 
killer and his political association. 
Mohammad Riyaz Attari, who, along 
with his accomplice Mohammad 
Ghaus, has confessed to 
committing the murder of 
tailor Kanhaiya Lal is seen 
prominently 

photographed with the BJP leader of 
opposition in Rajasthan Assembly 
Gulab Chand Kataria and BJP’s 
Udaipur President Raveendra 
Shreemali. His close association with 
two prominent Muslim leaders of the 
BJP, Mohammad Tahir and Irshad 
Chainwala, is also an indisputable 
fact.

Had Riyaz Attari been found to have 
such association with any of India’s 
opposition parties, the dominant 
media would have gone berserk 
and the RSS-BJP establishment 
would have been screaming about 
the opposition giving political 
patronage to terrorism. But Riyaz 
Attari’s confirmed association with 
the BJP is being sought to be buried 
in silence. Another incident of 
killing, of a chemist in Maharashtra’s 
Amaravati, purportedly for 
supporting Nupur Sharma’s remarks, 
has understandably raised concerns 
a b o u t the nature of these 
killings. 

arrest of journalists as a tool to stifle 
any possible critical scrutiny. In fact 
the Prime Minister has on multiple 
occasions suggested that journalists’ 
job is to propagate the “good works” 
of the government (like court poets 
of yore) rather than print “negative” 
critical stories. In fact the most 
influential media houses in India 
actually do serve as propagandists 
rather than journalists whose 

job in any democracy is to 
scrutinise Government and hold 
it accountable. We remember how 
journalists Samriddhi K. Sakunia 
and Swarna Jha were arrested last 
year for exposing lies by the Tripura 
police regarding the riots and 
violence against Muslims unleashed 
in the state. The Committee to 
Protect Journalists has pointed 
out that 24 journalists were killed 

in the year 2021 for their work, while 
several are behind bars including 
Siddique Kappan, Manan Gulzar 
Dar, Aasif Sultan, Rajeev Sharma, 
and Tanveer Warsi. The World 
Press Freedom Index published by 
Reporters Without Borders (RSF) 
has seen India slide further and 
further downwards in terms of press 
freedom with the current ranking of 
150 out of 180 countries. n
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Meanwhile, there is this news from 
Kashmir about Talib Hussain Shah, 
who was appointed an in-charge of 
BJP’s minority social media wing in 
May and arrested on 3 July by Jammu 
and Kashmir Police as a ‘wanted 
terrorist’ and ‘Lashkar-e-Toiba 
commander’.

The task of Investigation into the 
Udaipur and Amaravati killings 
has been handed over to the NIA. 
About the Kashmir incident of BJP 
appointing a ‘Lashkar-e-Toiba’ 
commander as a social media in-
charge the blame is being laid on 
the online recruitment system and 
lack of background check. A BJP 
spokesperson has already termed it 
a ‘plot to kill the top leadership’. The 
same script was used in Gujarat to 
justify the string of encounter killings 
during Modi’s chief ministership and 
has been invoked more recently with 
the help of Israeli spyware technology 
and planted electronic evidence to 
arrest human rights campaigners in 
the Bhima Koregaon case. It will not 
be surprising if the Nupur Sharma 
controversy and the Udaipur and 
Kashmir revelations are used now 

to invoke the script of ‘threat to 
BJP top leadership’ and launch yet 
another witch-hunt ahead of the 2024 
elections.

The arrest of Mohammed Zubair and 
the orchestrated clamour in social 
media for the arrest of Pratik Sinha, 
both co-founders of the pioneering 
fact-checking site Alt News, already 
smack of a sinister witch-hunt 
against the alternative media and the 
campaign against fake news. Just as 
Teesta Setalvad, RB Sreekumar and 
Sanjiv Bhatt are being persecuted 
for pursuing the campaign for justice 
for the victims of Gujarat genocide, 
Mohammed Zubair is being hounded 
for his bold role in the battle against 
fake news and mischievous lies. For a 
regime propped up by the four pillars 
of hate, lies, repression and terror, 
truth and justice are bound to be an 
anathema and citizens pursuing these 
goals are treated as dreaded criminals.

Backed by the unbridled corporate 
power of the Adanis and Ambanis and 
armed with the central agencies like 
ED and CBI, the BJP is now drawing up 
a plan to rule India for another forty 

years, as claimed once again by Amit 
Shah. Agnipath has already given us a 
glimpse of the government’s plans to 
politicise and reconstruct the Indian 
Army where contract soldiers without 
job and social security will fight on the 
ground while the top brass will defend 
the government of the day. The 
police announcement of rejection of 
Zubair’s bail petition hours before the 
issuance of the actual judicial order 
and the Supreme Court instigation 
to arrest Teesta Setalvad for seeking 
justice for the victims of the Gujarat 
genocide are a preview of the future 
of India’s judiciary.

In the eight years Modi has been in 
power at the Centre, the BJP has 
moved from ‘Congress mukt Bharat’ 
to dissent-free democracy. It is time 
for India to return to the Preamble 
of the Constitution and proclaim 
it loud and clear that modern India 
is all about democracy, diversity 
and dissent. In the eightieth year of 
the historic Quit India movement, 
India must say an emphatic no to 
the disciples of the colonial rulers 
who are trying to reduce India to a 
bulldozer-driven banana republic! n

Lessons for India from
 the Sri Lankan Crisis

	\ DIPANKAR BHATTACHARYA 

July 9, 2022 will go down in 
Sri Lankan history as the day 
when the lethal combination 

of an acute economic crisis and a 
massive eruption of popular anger 
forced a tyrant to flee. Photos and 
videos of the occupation of the 
President’s Palace by thousands 
of common people, with the crowd 
taking control of all the facilities 
of the palace from the swimming 
pool to the kitchen, bed rooms to 
music hall, have gone viral globally 
as the latest visual of people power. 

Gotabaya Rajapaksa, the man who 
tried till the end to save his throne is 
now reportedly on his way out. The 
newly appointed Prime Minister, 
Ranil Wickremesinghe, is also likely 
to pave the way for an all-party 
transitional government.

It is difficult to predict the future of 
this turbulent island. We can only 
hope that the island nation can 
attain quick economic recovery 
and demand that the international 
community stands with Sri Lanka 
by cancelling the Rajapaksa legacy 

of external debt burden. We can only 
wish the Sri Lankan people a stable 
transition to a democracy where the 
policies responsible for the current 
mess are also changed and steps are 
taken in a new direction, keeping 
the needs and rights of Sri Lanka’s 
common people at the centre. Sri 
Lanka has a diverse society but its 
politics of late has been dominated 
by a very aggressive and rabid variety 
of Sinhala Buddhist chauvinism. 
Democracy and development in Sri 
Lanka demand a decisive departure 
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from this chauvinism towards a 
more inclusive environment.

While Sri Lanka’s present is 
certainly messy and chaotic and 
the future may be uncertain, it is 
instructive to take note of how Sri 
Lanka landed in this crisis. Much 
of India’s media and social media 
commentary about Sri Lanka seeks 
to blame the Rajapaksa family and 
its ‘dynasty politics’ for the present 
disaster. The anger of the Sri Lankan 
people too is primarily directed 
at the Rajapaksa family. True, no 
dynasty has been as powerful and 
as nepotistic and plunderous as 
the Rajapaksas. Initially, when 
Mahinda was President, Gotabaya 
was his Defence Secretary when the 
two brothers waged a vicious war 
to crush the LTTE. Their youngest 
brother Basil was the minister in 
charge of economic development 
while the eldest brother Chamal 
was Speaker. It is said that as many 
as forty Rajapaksas held one office 
or another and controlled the entire 
Sri Lankan economy. Mahinda lost 
the Presidential poll in 2015, but 
Gotabaya became the President in 
2019 and appointed Mahinda his 
Prime Minister.

With absolute power came 
absolute corruption and absolute 
mismanagement and arbitrary 
governance. In the name of spurring 
growth, in end 2019 the Rajapaksa 
government gave sweeping tax 
concessions to the rich and also 
slashed Value Added Tax from 15 
percent to 8 percent and abolished 
several taxes. The number of tax 
paying citizens dwindled from 
nearly one and a half million in early 
2020 to less than half a million in 
2021. Meanwhile the pandemic 
affected Sri Lanka’s income from 
tourism and remittances and the 
foreign exchange reserves dropped 
from 8.8 billion dollars to less than 
2.5 billion. Even as the pandemic 
eased a little, Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine badly affected the supply 

chain of essential imports. Soon 
Sri Lanka was reeling under soaring 
prices and acute shortage of food, 
fuel and medicines. As protests 
began, Gotabaya declared a public 
emergency on April 2 and within 
three months Sri Lanka is facing 
this unprecedented upsurge of the 
people.

The question to ask is how did 
the Rajapaksas manage to become 
so powerful and get away with 
their misrule for so long. This 
is where we need to look at Sri 
Lanka’s political situation. After 
crushing the LTTE through a brutal 
military crackdown, the Rajapaksas 
projected themselves as the saviour 
of Sri Lanka. Mahinda Rajapaksa 
became a mythical hero, a demi-
god. To consolidate the grip of the 
government, the regime gave a free 
hand to the newly launched militant 
Sinhala Buddhist outfit Bodu Bala 
Sena. With the LTTE decimated, 
Sri Lankan Muslims became the 
next target for aggressive Sinhala 
Buddhist nationalism. The 
discourse and trajectory of events 
in Sri Lanka in the last couple of 
decades resembles the Indian 
trajectory almost like a mirror 
image. Mahinda Rajapaksa’s attempt 
to concentrate more power in his 
hands following the amendment 
of the constitution to remove the 
two-term bar on presidency did ring 
some alarm bells and he suffered a 
shock defeat in the 2015 elections. 
But the 2019 Easter bombings just 
ahead of the Presidential elections 
brought the Rajapaksas back 
amidst the clamour for a strong 
government. Since the two-term 
bar had already been restored by 
the Opposition, Mahinda could 
not contest the Presidential poll 
and brother Gotabaya, who had 
been playing a predominantly 
military role till then, sacrificed his 
American citizenship to become the 
President.

The acute economic crisis and 

mismanagement has turned this 
super strong Sri Lankan government 
riding on a wave of aggressive 
Sinhala Buddhist chauvinism into a 
clueless entity that Sri Lanka cannot 
afford any more. The backdrop of 
this eruption of public anger lay in 
the brazen nepotism, authoritarian 
governance and utter economic 
mismanagement, the hallmarks 
of the Rajapaksa regime which 
did not however seem to matter 
as long as the crisis was not acute 
enough to stir the people out of the 
intoxicating stupor of the Buddhist-
supremacist Sinhala nationalism.

This is precisely where India 
should learn from Sri Lanka. On 
a strictly economic comparison, 
India probably has a bigger cushion 
in terms of forex reserves and 
fundamental economic strength. 
But Indian economy too has 
been subjected to similar kind of 
mismanagement and arbitrary 
measures in the Modi years 
beginning with the debilitating 
demonetisation and half-baked 
GST to the continuing subversion 
of the public sector and transfer of 
public assets to a few chosen private 
hands. Prices have been going 
through the roof, unemployment is 
at an all-time high and the value of 
rupee in the international currency 
market is at its lowest. And yet, there 
is hardly any discussion on the 
economy and the living conditions 
of the common people; the entire 
focus is on promoting communal 
polarisation and eroding the 
institutional framework of Indian 
democracy. Let us not forget that 
just two years ago Sri Lanka’s 
Human Development Index was 
71 out of 189 countries while India 
languished at 131. Sri Lanka tells us 
that the combination of communal 
polarisation, corporate plunder and 
tyrannical governance is a definite 
time bomb waiting to explode 
unless measures are taken on time 
to change course. n
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Repeal Pro-corporate 
Forest (Conservation) Rules 2022

	\ MADHURIMA BAKSHI

The Ministry of Environment, 
Forest and Climate Change  
(MoEF&CC) has notified 

the new Forest (Conservation) 
Rules, 2022 (FCR, 2022) under 
the Forest (Conservation) Act on 
28 June replacing earlier Forest 
(Conservation) Rules notified in 
2003 and its amendments in 2004, 
2014 and 2017. The approval for de-
reservation of forest land, use of 
forest land for non-forest purposes 
or for assignment of lease, is to be 
accorded by the Central Government 
in two stages, namely ‘In- Principle’ 
approval and ‘Final’ approval. For 
this, the new rule states to constitute 
an Advisory Committee, Regional 
Empowered Committee at each of 
the Integrated Regional Offices and 
Project Screening Committee (to be 
made by the State Government and 
UT Administration). Unlike before, 
when the proposals were handled 
by MoEF&CC’s regional office 
or state (depending on the forest 
area) and the decision of granting 
approval was taken by the Ministry 
based on Advisory Committee’s 
recommendations, now the process 
is to be dealt by bureaucratic systems 
of the Forest Department for most 
of the cases.

The application of project proponent 
submitted online to the State 
Government or UT Administration 
shall go through various levels i.e. 
Divisional Forest Officers, District 
Collectors, Conservator of Forests, 
Chief Conservator of Forests and 
the Nodal Officer of the State 
Government or UT Administration, 
Project Screening Committee and 
Integrated Regional Office. All 
proposals related to linear projects 
(rail line, road, pipelines etc.), forest 
land up to 40 hectares and use of 

forest land having canopy density 
up to 0.7, shall be examined in lower 
bodies i.e. the Integrated Regional 
Office (land upto 5 hectares) and 
referred to the Regional Empowered 
Committee (for land 5-40 hectares) 
which will grant ‘In-Principle’ 
approval ‘faster’. The intervention 
of the central advisory committee 
will arise only for proposals related 
to de-reservation, mining involving 
forest land of more than 5 hectare, 
regularisation of encroachment and 
violation of the provisions of the Act. 
The Central Government shall, after 
considering the recommendation of 
the Advisory Committee, grant ‘In-
Principle’ approval and communicate 
the same to the concerned State 
Government or UT Administration. 
In the next stage, on receipt of a 
copy of the ‘In-Principle’ approval, 

the Divisional Forest Officer shall 
prepare a demand note containing 
amount of Compensatory Levies, to 
be paid by the project proponent who 
shall make payment and hand over 
the land identified for Compensatory 
Afforestation, a compliance report 
along with copies of documentary 
evidence to the Divisional Forest 
Officer. The Central Government 
after having received the compliance 
report and ensuring its completeness 
via  Divisional Forest Officer, 
Conservator of Forests, Nodal 
Officer, Principal Chief Conservator 
of Forests of the State Government 
would accord ‘Final’ approval 
and communicate such decision 
to the State Government or UT 
Administration and the proponent. 

FCR 2022 blatantly violates the 
requisite to take consent from the 
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tribal and forest dwellers as per 
Forest Rights Act, 2006 before any 
‘final’ clearance would be given. 
Years of struggles had resulted into 
enactment of the Forest Rights 
Act (FRA) which recognizes the 
individual and community rights of 
the forest dwelling scheduled tribes 
(FDST) and other traditional forest 
dwellers (OTFD) to forest resources, 
on which they have been dependent 
for their lives and livelihoods for 
generations. According to FRA, it is 
mandatory to take the approval of the 
tribals and forest dwellers of the area 
through the Gram Sabha and settle 
rehabilitation and compensation 
before starting any project which 
would change the character of the 
forest land. The point 9.6.b(ii) in FCR 
2022 states, “The State Government 
or Union territory Administration, 
as the case may be, after receiving 
the ‘Final’ approval of the Central 
Government, and after fulfilment 
and compliance of the provisions 
of all other Acts and rules made 
thereunder, as applicable including 
ensuring settlement of rights 
under the Scheduled Tribes and 
Other Traditional Forest Dwellers 
(Recognition of Forest Rights) Act, 
2006 (No. 2 of 2007), shall issue 
order for diversion, assignment of 
lease or de-reservation, as the case 
may be.” It is to be noted that the 
provision of compliance to FRA 
has been mentioned after giving 
‘Final’ approval which evidently is 
nothing but a mere formality. When 
the clearance for forest diversion is 
already given, land for compensatory 
afforestation and Net Present Value 
money have been deposited by the 
project proponents, how could 
the claims and rights of the forest 
dwellers be justly recognized? The 
settlement of forest rights, decision 
of the Gram Sabha which earlier 
was a pre-condition to grant any 
clearance on contrary now becomes 
just a ritual to be observed where 
every clearance is pre-approved and 

the forest land is ready for diversion. 
There is no mention of 'Gram Sabha' 
even once in the notification of this 
rule. Not only that, with FCR 2022 the 
Central Government also walks away 
from the responsibility of ensuring 
rights and compensation of the 
Scheduled Tribes and the traditional 
inhabitants of the forest lands and 
purposely shifts the burden only 
on the State Governments. With a 
‘final approval’ sent by the central 
government in hand, asking a state 
forest official to look into the FRA 
compliance is nothing but a farce. 
Instead of seeking a free, prior 
and informed consent from the 
Gram Sabha before granting final 
approval and allowing cutting of 
trees for any project, the new rule 
is sought to make them irrelevant 
and disempowered and pave ways 
for the corporate. 

From Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA) to FRA, 
Modi Government has made all 
efforts to weaken and dismantle 
the environmental and forest 
regulations in the name of ‘ease of 
doing business’. Dilution of EIA act, 
multiple violations of FRA to avoid 
NOCs from Gram Sabhas for linear 
projects, pushing FRA compliance 
requirement to the ‘final stage 
approval’ instead of ‘in principal 
stage I approval’ were few of them. 
On one hand, the environmental laws 
are being relaxed to bestow fast track 
clearance to the private parties and 
on the other hand, rules are made less 
threatening to potential violators. 
In exchange of ‘compensatory 
levy’ enumerable forest resources 
and biodiversity is being lost for 
which real compensation is never 
possible. Moreover, the amount of 
NPV (Net Present Value of forest 
land equivalent to the Compensatory 
Afforestation land) had been kept 
almost the same for 13 years since 
2009 and hiked marginally in January 
2022 despite of the order of Supreme 
Court to hike the amount every 

three years. The Compensatory 
Afforestation Fund Act, 2016 also 
failed to provide specific periodicity 
for revision of NPV. To make the 
process of diversion or dereservation 
of forest land less time consuming 
and to transfer forest land to private 
parties without any hindrance, the 
FCR 2022 have various compensatory 
afforestation schemes which are 
literally incapable of replacing 
centuries-old forests that would 
have been cut, uprooted and burnt 
in the name of 'development'. The 
objective is not restoration of 
the forest ecosystem but to make 
forest lands easily available for the 
corporate vultures. 

The Forest Rights Act of 2006 
created an inclusive and collective 
framework for forest conservation 
and management by recognizing 
the social, cultural, environmental 
and livelihood rights of indigenous 
and forest-dwelling communities. 
Kinnaur hydropower project in 
Himachal Pradesh, bauxite mining of 
Vedanta in Niyamgiri, steel project of 
POSCO in Orissa had to be withdrawn 
due to the collective mandate of the 
Gram Sabha empowered by FRA. 
This new FCR has been introduced 
to take away this powerful safeguard 
from the tribals and forest dwellers 
and streamline handover of forest 
lands to Adanis, Ambanis, Jindals 
and Vedantas to make profit out of 
the vast mineral and other natural 
resources of forests. 

The Forest (Conservation) Rules, 
2022 will be placed before the 
Lok Sabha and the Rajya Sabha in 
the upcoming session. We must 
unequivocally protest against this 
illegal rule brought by the Central 
Government that disregards Gram 
Sabhas, violates forest rights, 
threaten the forest and forest 
dwellers in corporate interest! 
FCR 2022 must be repealed 
unconditionally! n
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Bitter Brew
Simmering Discontent Among 
Bengal Tea Workers

	\ ABHIJIT MAZUMDAR

The battleground is all set 
to launch a protracted 
movement in Bengal tea 

sector. Tea workers, both the 
daily wagers and the employees 
together have been raging for the 
last 7 years with the demand to 
implement Minimum Wages for 
the first time in more than 150 
years old tea gardens in North 
Bengal. Compelled by a long series 
of massive mass demonstrations 
before the respective government 
and employers’ offices in the hills 
and the plains of North Bengal, 
the state labour directorate had to 
mediate with both the employers and 
the workers to arrive at a promising 
tripartite wage agreement way 
back in February 2015. That very 
agreement held a mandate for 
ensuring a temporarily raised wage 
with retrospective effect from April 
2014 and the promise made by the 
labour department to implement 
MW in the scheduled employment 
in the next 6 months’ time. To that 
end a Minimum Wages Advisory 
Committee (MWAC) was formed 
comprising of 9 representatives 
each from the operating trade 
unions, employers and the labour 
directorate for formulating the 
Minimum Rates of Wages and 
Salaries through a designated 
Gazette notification. But to the 
extreme detriment of the workers 
conditions, that pledge has 
remained a chimera.

Meanwhile, in a long span of the 
last 7 years, the West Bengal state 
government had rolled out a number 
of interim, yet nominal increases in 

wages in a unilateral, arbitrary and 
discriminating way. Measuring out 
such a minimal placatory relief has 
actually paved the way to a disorderly 
state of affairs. In absence of a 
scheduled revision of salaries, the 
staff and sub-staff employees have 
been losing a substantial portion of 
their pay packet as their monthly 
increment of salary is stalled. 

In view of this stand-off situation 
necessitated by the stubbornness of 
the employers, at the behest of the 
Labour department, both the Joint 
Forum of almost all the operating tea 
unions and the Joint Committee of 
the staff and sub-staff associations 
had agreed to arrive at a temporary 
truce for a substantial raise in 
wages and salaries, subject to a firm 
commitment of implementing MW 
within a stipulated short timeline. 
The parleys continued even during 
two recently concluded tripartite 
meetings at Siliguri in February 
and June last. At the 2nd June 
meeting, the state labour secretary 
had promised to settle the issue 
within the next 10 days during the 
forthcoming tripartite meeting in 
the very presence of the honourable 
Labour Minister of West Bengal. 

Like a bolt from the blue, the 
Honourable Chief minister 
of West Bengal Smt. Mamata 
Banerjee, notwithstanding the 
ongoing 3-pronged negotiations, 
ordained a flat 15% hike in both 
wages and salaries on 9 June while 
participating in a TMC organized 
tribal mass-marriage programme 
in one of the Dooars tea gardens. A 
hasty notification to this end was 

issued by the labour secretary on 
14 June.  Such abrupt declaration 
at once derailed the formal 
negotiations regarding fixation of 
MW for the 4.5 lakh tea workers of 
Terai-Dooars-Darjeeling hills of 
North Bengal as well as demeaned 
the labour directorate in violation 
of established norms. The tea 
workers took it as an assault on 
their dignity and rights. Even the 
18-rounds of meeting of MWAC 
and 4-rounds of meeting of the sub-
committee formed thereafter to the 
purported purpose of expediting the 
promulgation of MW suddenly came 
to naught.

This most recent notification along 
with the earlier notifications on 
interim wage increases failed 
to enhance the other linked 
corresponding component of wages 
and salaries like Extra Leaf Price 
(ELP), Additional Compensation 
of payoff posts, rates of yearly 
increment along with Basic Pay, 
finalization of identical retirement 
age of 60 years etc. 

Quite understandably, this most 
recent notification has sent out a 
negative impulse among all sections 
of the tea workers. The Joint 
Committee immediately gave a call 
of striking work for an indefinite 
period demanding resumption of 
the disrupted tripartite from 4 July 
onwards. 

The stage for the battle is now all set. 
It may prove decisive to break the 
resistance of both the capitulating 
labour ministry and the notorious 
employers in accepting the MW 
wage and the salary structure to 
be implemented in line with Tamil 
Nadu, Karnataka and Kerala. 

This article was first published in 
Workers Resistance, Web Magazine 
of AICCTU, July 2022 Issue n
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Historic Victory : 
Karnataka Sanitation Workers’ Strike

	\ LEKHA ADAVI

In a historic victory to the 
Powrakarmikas (sanitation 
workers) across Karnataka, the 

BJP-led government at the State 
has agreed to recognise them as 
permanent workers, and acceded 
to other demands. After a four-day 
long strike held across 31 districts, by 
various categories of powrakarmikas 
– including sweepers, auto drivers, 
helpers, loaders, UGD workers – their 
demand for permanency instead 
of being artificially distinguished 
under the direct-payment system, 
sham contract, daily wagers has been 
accepted. The workers, as a part of 
their strike, refused to collect or 
dispose of garbage over these four 
days, which brought the State to its 
knees. The unity of all sanitation 
workers of the state and their unions 
was another major reason for the 
victory.

The BBMP Powrakarmikara 
Sangha, Karnataka Pragatipara 
Powrakarmikara Sangha (both 
affiliated to AICCTU) and other 
sanitation workers’ unions across 
Karnataka jointly organised this 

indefinite strike from July 1st 2022 
onwards, with a single point agenda 
of seeking permanency of their jobs. 
The strike resulted in a pathbreaking 
success on July 4th, 2022. The 
workers who have been relentlessly 
fighting for their dignity and rights 
through decades of their service, and 
who were risking their lives for the 
lives of the public during COVID-19 
crisis, have won a hard-fought battle 
today. A majority of these workers 
belong to the Dalit community and 
are predominantly women, thus 
making this victory more significant! 

A Long and Consistent 
Struggle
"This is a dream come true. We 
have been working since the time 
our wages was Rs. 400. Our Union 
has been able to achieve this today, 
because of our consistent efforts to 
unionise the women," said Com. 
Rathnamma, the General Secretary 
of the BBMP Powrakarmikara 
Sangha, in celebration of the victory 
of their successful strike.

While India celebrates its progress 

in various arenas including science, 
technology and innovations, 
Powrakarmikas across the State are 
employed in the most scientifically 
backward, inhuman and primitive 
form of garbage collection and street 
sweeping. Bending their backs to 
sweep and push broken down push-
carts, handling all forms of rotting 
garbage and human waste with 
their bare hands, this workforce of 
more than 50,000 Powrakarmikas 
work from 6.30 AM to 2.30 PM 
every single day of the year to keep 
the towns and cities clean and 
protect the health of the residents. 
With the exception of Bengaluru 
and Mysuru, in all other Urban 
Local Bodies (ULBs), the work of 
both sweeping and maintenance 
of underground drainage (UGD) 
including cleaning of manholes 
and sewers are performed by the 
same set of Powrakarmikas, which 
is nothing but manual scavenging. 
Furthermore, in addition to 
garbage collection and street 
sweeping, Powrakarmikas are also 
compelled to do manual scavenging 
by clearing human excreta and 
animal carcasses lying on the 
roads, which goes unnoticed and 
unaddressed. Admittedly, one-third 
of the urban households in the state 
are connected to sewers, while the 
rest directly dump human excreta 
into the open drains or use septic 
tanks. In Karnataka, the 2011 Census 
found that 48.5% of the 13,179,911 
households, 63,92,257 households 
had no latrine facility. The human 
excreta that is discharged into 
drains as well as the excreta from 
open defecation are cleaned by 
these Dalit Powrakarmikas. 
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Even today, there are sanitation 
workers who have been employed 
since the  payment of daily wage 
was the system in vogue. This 
was later replaced by another 
exploitative system, that of 
imposition of a sham intermediary, 
called a contractor. After having 
collectivised two decades ago, 
these workers began their struggle 
for payment of minimum wages, 
abolition of contract system, and 
thus permanency of jobs. In 2017, 
when the workers waged a struggle 
for the abolition of contract system, 
the State Government, led by the 
Congress then, had brought only the 
sweepers under the direct-payment 
system, whereas those workers 
engaged in garbage collection and 
transport continued to be exploited 
under the illegal contract system. 
Since then, the workers have been 
demanding that their jobs be made 
permanent, so that they are able to 
enjoy job security, wage security, 
social security, among other 
benefits that accrue to a permanent 
worker. 

The workers who were brought 
under the direct-payment system 
still face a number of issues. They 
are not paid wages on time, their 
ESI and EPF dues not deposited, 
no maternity benefits or retirement 
benefits provided to any worker. 
Many workers who retire do not 
earn pension and have become 
homeless post their retirement. 
Com. Abraham says that most of 
these workers have resorted to 
begging after they are retired. “The 
BBMP said they would pay them a 
pension and have utterly failed to do 
so. They do not have a job and neither 
do they have any pension. These aged 
workers have rendered 25-30 years of 
service only to be thrown to the streets 
now,” he says. 

Com. Rathna, the Vice-President 
of BBMP Powrakarmikara Sangha 
notes that the contract system is 
continued in a covert manner to 

subvert the rights of workers. “The 
sweepers in front of Vidhan Soudha 
(where the Legislative Assembly is 
housed in Bangalore, the capital city) 
are working under sham contract 
system, earning Rs. 8,000 per month 
without any ESI or EPF facilities. 
The contract system for sweepers 
was abolished in 2017 itself. How can 
such injustice be perpetrated in front 
of Vidhan Soudha?” she asks.

The July 2022 Strike
Com. Gangamma, the Joint Secretary 
of the Union, said that the current 
Chief Minister saw them sweeping 
the roads every single day in front 
of his house. "But it took our massive 
collective efforts for him to notice we exist 
and we will demand for our rights," she 
said. In a joint initiative, the various 
sanitation workers’ unions across 
Karnataka representing workers 
involved in solid waste management 
as well as UGD maintenance came 
together and mobilised thousands 
of workers across the State. While 
about 15,000 workers gathered at 
Bengaluru’s Freedom Park on each 
day of the four-day strike, workers in 
other districts protested outside the 
office premises of their jurisdictional 
urban local bodies, and in unison 
demanded permanent jobs.   

Com. Keesu Naik, Vice-President 
of Karnataka Pragatipara 
Powrakarmikara Sangha said, “Even 
though a meeting was held with the 
Chief Minister on July 1st, no written 
assurance was forthcoming. So, the 
workers across the State unanimously 
decided to continue their strike. How 
can we believe the government, when 
all they have done is ignore our sweat 
and labour? They have consistently 
tried to divide us into categories like 
sweepers, drivers, loaders, DWCC 
workers, etc. The drivers and loaders 
continue to be under the sham contract 
system, the sweepers continue to face 
untimely payment of wages and other 
issues pertaining to job security, social 
security.”

The Assurances
On Monday, 4th July 2022, the 
Karnataka Government finally gave 
in to the demands of the workers and 
agreed to make their jobs permanent 
after setting up a committee which 
will include representatives of 
powrakarmika unions that will 
come up with the rules for their 
appointment. The committee will 
also look into implementation 
of ‘equal pay for equal work’ 
for the workers. To enable the 
implementation of the committee’s 
recommendations, the legislative 
assembly will propose a special 
law in its upcoming session. The 
government has also agreed to bring 
auto drivers, helpers and loaders 
under the direct-payment system 
in all other districts of Karnataka 
in a phased manner, except for 
those workers in Bruhat Bengaluru 
Mahanagara Palike (BBMP), who 
will continue to remain under the 
exploitative sham contract system. 
Our Union, AICCTU, will continue 
to fight against such illegal and 
exploitative contract system and will 
continue to strive towards ensuring 
rights and dignity for all.

The government has also agreed to 
implement IPD Salappa report in 
terms of the population to sanitation 
workers’ ratio (500:1), as also 
provide educational scholarships 
for children of powrakarmikas, 
implement a housing scheme, 
maternity benefits, among other 
service benefits.

With these assurances, the 
powrakarmikas are hopeful for a 
better future. But they know that 
the struggle is bigger than the 
fulfilment of economic demands. 
The workers have consistently 
undertaken struggles not only to 
seek recognition of permanency of 
jobs, and better working conditions, 
but also for equality, justice, and 
most importantly – dignity.n
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The Struggle of Daily Wage 
Workers For Regularisation in 
NEHU, Shillong 

	\ NEPOLEON S MAWPHNIANG

Around 504 casual workers 
of North Eastern Hill 
University, of both Shillong 

and Tura campuses, have begun 
their struggle for regularisation and 
to guarantee other rights of workers 
under the banner of All NEHU 
Workers Union (ANWU). They 
formed their union on 29th April this 
year, after being denied of their right 
to secure a permanent position in the 
University.

The casual workers form the bedstone 
of functioning of the University. They 
are entrusted with multiple jobs at 
different places and departments of 
the University - from the VC Office to 
the Examination block to the Central 
Library. Despite the fact that they 
have been working in the university 
for more than a decade now and 
provide the most basic services, the 
University administration has been 
conveniently denying to implement 
their legal rights. They continue 
to work under the threat of being 
terminated every day. To fight back 
the present situation, the workers 
formed their union and started the 
struggle. 

The Union of the workers have 
submitted their Charter of Demand 
to the Office of the Vice Chancellor, 
Prof Prabha Shankar Shukla. Their 
demands are as following-

1. Regularise all casual/daily wage 
workers.

2. Fulfill all legal entitlements such as 
PF, overtime, gratuity, ESI, accident 
compensation, compassionate 
employment schemes, etc.

3. The workers are presently being 
paid less than minimum wages. 
However, their wages are not 
according to latest minimum wage 
rate declared by the government. 
The minimum wage must be paid 
along with pending arrears.

4. As the nature of jobs remain same 
as the regular workers, the Equal 
Pay for Equal work provision must 
be implemented.

5. Immediate implementation 
of mandatory social security 
mechanisms such as Creche, 
Day Care Centre facilities and 
constitution and notification 
of an Internal Complaints 

Committee as stipulated by the 
Sexual Harassment of Women 
at workplace (Prevention, 
Prohibition and Redressal) Act, 
2013.

6. Increase the workforce of the 
university. The casual workers are 
overburdened with work as the 
University has not employed new 
workers for several years now. 
The union has demanded that all 
workers who have been illegally 
retrenched in last few years must 
be re-employed.

The Union had given a 30 days’ notice 
to the administration to respond. 

Getting no response from the 
administration, the union started its 
protest at the VC office of NEHU from 
1st June, 2022. The demonstration 
and hunger strike demanding 
implementation of the rights of 
workers continued till 15th June. 
Forced by the consistent struggle 
of the workers, the University 
administration has formed a 
committee to start negotiation with 
the workers on 15th June.

While the agitation of the workers has 
forced the administration to start the 
process of negotiation, the Union will 
resume the protest if the legitimate 
demand of the workers are not met. 

It is, indeed, a shame that the casual 
workers are being illegally forced 
to work without any regularization 
despite more than 621 non-teaching 
posts are lying vacant in the university. 
The Union of the workers have 
raised their demand with the Union 
Education Minister Dharmendra 
Pradhan and the Governor of 
Meghalaya. Yet, the workers are 
services are not being regularised. 
The struggle of the workers shall 
continue till achieving their legal 
right of regularization of services. 

This article was first published in 
Workers Resistance, Web Magazine of 
AICCTU, July 2022 Issue n
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ARTICLE

Illegal Lock-Out: 
L&T Workers’ Struggle  

	\ BALASUBRAMANIAN AND MOTHILAL

Larsen and Toubro workers in 
Puducherry are agitating to demand 
equal wages for equal work and 
abolition of contract labour system 
in production. All four units in 
Puducherry were on total strike since 
15 March 2022 for about 22 days. 

Larsen and Toubro Ltd has four 
construction material production 
units in Puducherry which employs 
more than 1000 workers in production 
who are basically disguised contract 
labourers. In strictly legal terms, 
they are all regular employees as 
there are no licensed contractors in 
production activities and the said 
workers are employed for more than 5 
- 25 years. But in fact their conditions 
of employment are those of contract 
employees – in flagrant violations of 

relevant labour laws. Furthermore, 
the workers are denied proper wages 
and are forced to work on a 12-hours 
shift.

These disguised contract labourers 
have been demanding equal wages for 
equal work, double wages for overtime 
work, proper deduction of ESI & EPF 
contributions and remittance of the 
same to the concerned authorities 
without any default, regularisation 
of workers who have completed more 
than 2 years of service, etc., for the last 
several years and their demands were 
never heeded by the management. 

The non-permanent workers, 
(contract labourers in other 
words) formed L&T Jananayaka 
Thozhilalar Sangam (AICCTU) 
some four years back and continued 

to demand statutory rights. The L&T 
management had not considered the 
just demands of the workers till now. 
Finally, the union was forced to issue 
an indefinite tools-down notice to the 
management. The indefinite tools 
down had begun from 15th March 
and continued till 5th April. 

For the first 22 days, it was a stay-in 
strike which went on till 5th April 
which was backed by all categories 
of workers, including 150 regular 
employees led by other unions. 

In the meanwhile, three rounds of 
negotiations were held before labour 
authorities. The management refused 
to concede the advice of labour 
authorities and continue to resort 
to unfair labour practices. 

On 8th July, workers marched to 
Raj Bhavan demanding immediate 
lifting of the illegal Lock-out and 
reinstatement of all workers. The 
struggle is on. All workers and the 
union led by AICCTU is determined 
to carry on the struggle. n

Land Reform And 
An Egalitarian India

	\  MANAS JENA

The agenda of the central and 
state governments relating 
to land resources is slowly 

getting away from the long promises 
of freedom struggle, while we are 
celebrating 75 years of freedom. 

The move of the governments 
towards digitizing of land 
records, computerized database, 
mapping of land areas using drone 
technology, conclusive land titling 
and registering property as the 
index of ease doing business to 
make India an attractive location 
for foreign investors has no room 
for the unfinished task of land 

reform. Most of all it has no scope 
for redistribution of land to the 
landless. Many of the steps of 
the government have been quite 
supportive to the land-owning 
communities but what about 
people in this country living 
for generations without land? 
How can they meet their basic 
housing and livelihood needs? 

For the last 45 years, almost all 
state governments have been 
implementing land distribution 
programs, yet the latter task  
still remains unfinished. The 
government of Odisha has been 

implementing this since 1974-
75; and for the last 22 years in a 
mission mode, yet lakhs of landless 
household remain untouched. No 
one knows how long it will continue 
in order to achieve the target? It has 
been argued that land is central to 
food security and precondition 
for realization of basic amenities 
such as housing, toilet, water and 
electricity for a decent and dignified 
living. The most striking issues 
such as distress migration and 
malnutrition in Odisha are directly 
linked to access to productive assets 
such as land. 

By denying land to a vast majority 
of poor people, are we not denying a 
dignified living and the basic human 
right to our fellow citizens? 

The most unfortunate move of the 
government is appropriation of land 
formerly assigned/promised to the 
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landless for distribution through 
the Land Bank scheme, only to hand 
this land over for other purposes. 
On the other side, still millions of 
landless people are asked to link their 
citizenship and residential proofs 
based on land records. 

On the Land governance side, though 
land is a state subject, there has been 
an increasing tendency by the center 
to downsize the state government’s 
federal power by enacting many 
central acts relating to land. The 
NITI Aayog’s Land Title Act is a 
centralized move that persuades 
states to accept, but the states must 
have their own state-specific laws. 
Already the other resources such 
as forest, minerals and sea coast 
are under the control of the centre 
and with much legal, administrative 
and programmatic interference from 
the centre the role of state in land 
resources management has become 
minimal. This is against the federal 
character of the country. 

In countries such as India, land 
resources are treated as wealth, 
social status and identity of an 
individual. Any modern society while 
moving ahead must  democratize all 
its resources including land. India 
is one of the most unequal societies 
in terms of access and ownership 
over land. The socio-economically 
oppressive caste system had denied 
ownership over resources to a vast 
section of people and forced them 
to live on physical labour for a long 
time. Any structural change must 
address the land issues relating to 
poor people.

Experience shows the industrially 
developed countries of the world 
have done land reform as the 
first step towards dismantling 
feudal economy while shifting to 
industrialized society. Worldwide, 
the two most important things that 
moved  society are primary education 
and land reform, which has brought 
huge change in basic quality of life 

of the people, while qualitatively 
and quantitatively   contributing 
in reducing social and economic 
inequalities.

Both pre- and post-independent 
India has witnessed mass struggles 
against casteist and feudal forces to 
access land for livelihood. Mostly the 
peasants, agricultural workers and 
sharecroppers were in the forefront 
of struggle as a result of which land 
reform was identified as one of the 
major economic reform activities 
of the post independent India. 
But unfortunately in spite of laws, 
the political organizations of the 
landlords, former kings, Zamindars, 
and Matha Mahantas have sabotaged 
the implementation of ceiling 
laws, settlement and distribution 
of land, using their political 
power and misusing the legal and 
administrative setup that supposed 
to enforce the law and programme. 
The private armies of landlords, 
along with the regimented revenue 
administration and civil courts, 
have successfully halted and slowed 
down the implementation of the land 
reform agenda in various ways. There 
were militant peasant struggles 
against the landlords in Telangana, 
Naxalbari, Bodhgaya, Bengal, Jammu 
and Kashmir, Odisha and many other 
parts of India. All the land reform 
laws of states were brought into the 

9th schedule of the constitution 
to save from repeated judicial 
impunity. The long pendency of 
court cases had helped the landlords 
to rearrange their ownership to avoid 
the ceiling laws. However whatever 
reform has taken place with all 
these difficulties has not covered all 
social groups specially the socially 
excluded groups, and still a major 
section of landless rural poor have 
been struggling to access land for 
housing and livelihood. Studies 
shows that only few states such as 
Kerala, WB, Assam, and Jammu and 
Kashmir have created some kind 
of impact in distribution of ceiling 
surplus land but many backward 
states such as Odisha and Bihar with 
high caste based violence and ethnic 
conflict have not fully used the land 
reform laws supporting the landless 
communities to upgrade their socio-
eco status.  

The preamble of the Indian 
constitution promises social 
and economic justice to all but 
in order to realize social justice 
we must democratize the access 
and ownership over all forms of 
productive resources including 
land resources. Ensuring land to the 
millions of landless rural poor is the 
first, foundational step to build an 
egalitarian society. n

75 years after the independence, land reforms and land to landless in India still 
remains an unfinished task, but corporate land grab, backed by the government 

continues unabated. 

ARTICLE
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Uttarakhand: Helang Chalo Movement 
against Forest Land Grab 

T he video of an incident in 
Helang where police tried 
to grab the bundles of fodder 

collected by village women is doing 
rounds in social media exposing 
Chamoli District administration, 
police and the Uttarakhand state 
government’s attempt to grab village 
forest land in favour of a construction 
company. Many organizations in the 
state have unanimously raised the call 
for 'Helang Chalo' on 24 July and have 
started efforts across the state for the 
success of this movement. 

It is noteworthy that the state 
government has used the police and 
paramilitary forces to unsuccessfully 
suppress the agitating women of 
Helang panchayat fighting to defend 
their right over the common land and 
forest of their village, but the attempts 
of repressing people resulting in more 
people's protests emerging stronger. 

On 15 July when a woman from 
the village, Mandodari Devi, was 
returning with a bundle of grass-
fodder tied to her back, she saw 
that trees had been cut on this land. 
When she protested, CISF and police 
personnel present there misbehaved 
with her and tried to snatch away the 
bundle of grass on her back. Someone 
took a video of this which went viral. 
After this incident three women and 
one man were arrested. With them, 
a 2 year old child was also taken and 
made to sit in a government vehicle 
for one and a half hours after which 
they were taken to Joshimath Thana. 
They were kept there 6 hours and then 
released on personal bond. 

The Tehri Hydro Power Development 
Corporation (THDC) is building a 
hydro power project in the Helang 
area. The project is called Vishnugad 
Pipalkoti Hydro Electric Project. 
Quite a lot of land in Helang village 

has already been acquired for various 
works related to this project. At 
present the villagers have just a 
small piece of forest land adjacent to 
the River Alaknanda. Families in the 
village use this portion of the forest to 
get fodder for their cattle. The HCC 
Company that is blasting a tunnel 
for THDC needed a dumping zone 
to dump debris. They resorted to a 
ploy for this. In collaboration with the 
Gram Pradhan and the Van Panchayat 
Sarpanch a resolution was prepared 
by the Gram Sabha and THDC was 
requested to build a sports ground 
for the village. 

This so-called 'unanimously passed 
resolution' was acted upon with 
great speed. It was decided that the 
HCC Company should dump its 
tunnel-debris on the small portion 
of Gauchar-Panghat sloping land 
left to the villagers adjacent to the 
Alaknanda, and when the ground was 
leveled the sports ground would be 
constructed there. 

CPIML leader in Joshimath Atul Sati 
inspected this land. According to him, 

it is not possible to level this slope of 
land several meters deep. This will 
be a dumping ground only in name. 
The people's grass and trees will be 
buried and after all the debris will go 
into the Alaknanda. He also says that 
the ploy of a sports ground was used 
earlier also for dumping the debris 
generated by the construction of 
the All-Weather Road, but the sports 
ground was never built. Most people 
in the village are opposing the turning 
of this land into a dumping ground in 
the name of building a sports ground. 

The people are angry at the way they 
have been cheated through land laws 
and the way in which rich businessmen 
are buying the hills in the state after 
the Land Act Amendment 2018, and 
were feeling the necessity to raise 
their voice collectively. 

CPIML Uttarakhand Secretary Raja 
Bahuguna has said in a statement 
that the Helang valley episode 
clearly appears to be intended for 
the protection of the interests of the 
THDC Company and its contractors. 
The THDC wishes to capture this 

Image from the video of the July 15 incident in Helang where police tried to grab the 
bundles of fodder collected by village women. VIDEO GRAB
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piece of land and therefore wanted 
to cut down the trees on that land. 
This was opposed by the local 
women. Frustrated, the company 
has used the local administration to 
persecute the rural women. The local 
women are having to face vendetta 
in the form of this criminal action in 
return for protecting the trees in their 
neighbourhood. The accountability 
for this falls directly on the District 
Magistrate. 

He demanded from the state 
government to immediately remove 
the DM and conduct a judicial probe 
so that strict punishment is accorded 
to the persons guilty of this criminal 
act against the local women. 

The Chamoli police and district 
administration tried to whitewash 
the entire incident through some 
videos and twitter posts and prove the 
victim woman to be a liar, but when 
they saw that these attempts only 
served to further incense the people 

the State Women's Commission gave 
orders to the Chamoli DM to conduct 
an enquiry into the incident. But this 
order is only a white-washing attempt 
according to Indresh Maikhuri, 
CPIML Garhwal incharge, because 
the DM himself is one of the parties 
in the matter. He has already tried to 
prove the woman a liar. Therefore 
enquiry will only be a farce. Seeing 
the situation escalate, Uttarakhand 
Chief Minister Pushkar Singh Dhami 
himself intervened and directed the 
Garhwal Commissioner to conduct 
the enquiry. Indresh Maikhuri has also 
written to Child Rights Protection 
commission to intervene and take 
action because a child was being kept 
in custody for hours by the police. 

The people have no confidence 
in the order by the Chief Minister 
either. They feel it is a means of 
putting the entire matter in cold 
storage. They remember many past 
instances where enquiry committees 

were constituted but the enquiry 
never got completed. A major such 
instance was the incident of brutal 
lathi charge on protesters demanding 
a road in Gairsain (announced as the 
summer capital of the state). The fate 
of this enquiry also be like that of past 
enquiries! 

Meanwhile, District and Tehsil level 
protests against this incident were 
organized across the state on 19 and 
20 July and memorandums were 
submitted to the Chief Minister 
through the concerned officials. 
Carrying the agitation forward, 
CPIML and many democratic 
organisations across the state have 
given the call for Helang Chalo on 24 
July. The Nainital Bar Association 
also expressed anger at the Helang 
incident and support for the agitation 
to protest against the incident in a 
meeting of lawyers. n

Stop Communal Targeting of Muslims 
in Phulwarisharif  

The BJP is attempting to 
defame Phulwarisharif by 
trying to brand it as a hub of 

terrorists. Attempts are once again 
being made to target Muslims by 
falsely linking retired Jharkhand 
Police Inspector Mohd Jalaluddin 
to terrorism and anti-national 
activities.

The truth of the matter is exposed 
through a statement by none other 
than Patna SSP Dr Manavjeet Singh 
Dhillon who said that the PFI is an 
organization that runs on the lines 
of the RSS. This is an organization 
which imparts training to its cadres 
in wielding lathis and firing bullets. 
RSS is actually many steps ahead 
in these matters. It worships arms 

and its hands are soaked in Mahatma 
Gandhi's blood.

A CPIML team led by Phulwarisharif 
MLA Gopal Ravidas and local leader 
Gurudev Das on 14 July visited Mohd 
Jalaluddin's home situated in Naya 
Tola, Ahmed Market. 

Mohd Jalaluddin has been falsely 
accused of participating in terrorist 
activities along with Athar Parvez. 
Mohd Jalaluddin worked in the 
Bihar-Jharkhand police services for 
40 years. After retirement in 2001 he 
started living in his own home. 

On 11 July 2022 the police suddenly 
arrived at his house and accused him 
of renting his house to terrorists. 
Later they filed a case against 26 
persons including Mohd Jalaluddin 

and Athar Parvez. This action was 
also propagated as being linked to 
the Prime Minister's visit to Patna 
on 12 July. It was put about that a 
conspiracy was on to spread religious 
frenzy and give young people training 
in the usage of arms in the name of 
'martial arts'.

MLA Gopal Ravidas said that Mohd 
Jalaluddin has no history of any such 
activities. He has been in the police 
services. Certainly, he had given his 
house on rent to PFI. But PFI is not 
a banned organization.   

A CPIML-Insaf Manch joint 
team headed byCPI ML Bihar 
State Secretary Kunal visited 
Phulwarisharif on 19 July for an in-
depth investigation into the arrest 
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of 4 persons from the Muslim 
community in Phulwarisharif on 
charges of terrorist and anti-national 
activities. 

Addressing a press conference after 
the completion of their enquiry, the 
team said that this entire episode is 
part of the BJP's Mission 2024 in 
which BJP is once again targeting 
the Muslim community and trying 
to create communal polarization in 
the country. It is unfortunate that the 
administrative machinery today is 
acting at the behest of the BJP.

The team strongly criticized Nitish 
Kumar's silence on this matter and 
said that he claims to be a leader for 
Muslims but he does not see fit to 
utter a single word when the entire 
Muslim community is targeted under 
the excuse of one or two cases of 
suspicion.

The enquiry team found no concrete 
evidence against any of the 4 arrested 
persons. The administration which 
arrested them also could not produce 
any concrete evidence but the matter 
is being presented with a lot of 
hype as if Phulwarisharif is a hub of 
terrorism. Such irresponsible action 
by the administration has forced the 
Muslim community to live in the 
shadow of fear. 

The main findings and 
conclusions of the team:
After speaking with the family 
members and local people and 
visiting the space in Ahmed Palace 
which had been given for the PFI 
office, the team found no concrete 
evidence of the 4 arrested persons 
being involved in terrorist or anti-
national activities. The team asked 
ASP Manish Kumar for concrete 
evidence but he also was unable to 
produce any.

The ASP had no answer to 
the question, if the police had 
information earlier about terrorist 
and anti-national activities being 
carried out in the space rented out 

by Jalaluddin Khan, why did not they 
act earlier? He also could not answer 
why the place was not sealed off after 
the arrests on 12 July.

Jalaluddin Khan had given Ahmed 
Palace on rent to Athar Parvez about 
2 months ago, and there exists a rent-
agreement. The place is still under 
construction. How can knives and 
swords be wielded in a room of 600 
sq ft? The side of the room facing 
the road is fully open to view, so 
how is it possible that people were 
unaware if such activities had been 
going on? The ASP had no answers 
to these questions also. He just kept 
repeating that illegal activities were 
going on under cover of 'martial arts'.

Shahid Parvez, brother of Athar 
Parvez, said that the police got 
some SDPI flags and some property 
deal papers from their house. Their 
younger brother Manzar Parvez 
had been arrested a long time ago 
in a SIMI case but was honorably 
acquitted. This family has no 
connection with the Gandhi Maidan 
bomb blast, contrary to what is being 
widely propagated. This fact was 
acknowledged by the ASP.

Arman Malik's mother, wife and sister 
told the team that the police came at 

2 AM on the night of 14 July and took 
him away saying that they had news 
from Delhi that Arman Malik was 
conducting anti-national activities. 
Arman Malik is a social activist and 
was one of the chief organizers of 
the anti-CAA protests. The enquiry 
team fears that people who were 
involved in such movements are 
being deliberately targeted.

The arrested Margubis reportedly 
suffering from acute mental issues. 
He has never been abroad, as is being 
widely hyped. He has been arrested 
on the charge of administering some 
‘Ghazwa-e-Hind’ Whatsapp groups.

CPIML, Insaf Manch and AIPF 
organized a citizens' march 
in Phulwarisharif on 21 July 
2022 against the defamation of 
Phulwarisharif by branding it as a 
hub of terrorism, persecution of 
the Muslim community, failure to 
produce any concrete evidence so 
far against the arrested suspects, and 
projection of the whole episode in an 
extremely hyped up way. 

Hundreds of citizens including 
women, shopkeepers, Thelawallas 
and local youth participated in the 
march. 

The Phulwarisharif MLA Comrade 

23 July: Protest in Bihar by CPI ML, AIPF and Insaf Manch against BJP's nefarious 
project to target the Muslim community and brand Phulwarisharif city as terrorist hub.
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‘Save The Slum’ Movement 
in Odisha

A s per the directive of 
Chief Minister Naveen 
Patnaik, Samalei Plan was 

announced for the development of 
the famous Samaleshwari temple 
and its adjacent areas in Sambalpur. 
The slum dwellers of Ghunghuti 
Para (in the neighbouring area of 
Samaleshwari temple) later learnt 
that the plan involves their eviction. 
There was no proper announcement 
for resettlement, rehabilitation and 
compensation for them alongside the 
Samalei Plan.

Ghunghuti Para has been home to 
generations of these slum-dwellers 
for the past 450 years or more; how 
far is it justified to evict them from a 
place that has historically been their 
homeland? Why are dalits being 
rendered homeless via bulldozer 
without any rehabilitation and 
resettlement measures in place?

The affected people had expressed 
their grievance with the Sambalpur 

District Magistrate but to no avail. 
So, they decided to knock the doors 
of Odisha High Court for justice. On 
dated 27th June 2022 the Honorable 
High Court of Odisha, in an interim 
order, had directed the government 
and other stakeholders not to take 
any harsh measures against the 
petitioners. But again in another 
interim order dated 12th July 2022 a 
2-judge bench have revoked the stay 
order for demolition of Ghughuti Para 
slum and has directed the government 
to go ahead with the implementation 
of Samalei Plan. 

On 12th July 2022 there are 18 Dalit, 
Adivasi, and Bahujan organizations of 
Sambalpur district, Odisha formed 
a collective banner called  “Bahujan 
Milita Manch”  to Save the Ghunghuti 
Para slum. Thousands of slum 
dwellers undertook a massive 8km 
Padayatra starting from Ambedkar 
Square till the Sambalpur Collectorate 
office, which was followed by a huge 
protest against the unconstitutional 

demolition of Ghunghuti Para slum 
under the garb of Samalei Plan by the 
State and the Central government. 

Slum dwellers of Ghunghuti Para 
gheraoed the Sambalpur Collectorate 
to demand the withdrawal of Samalei 
Plan.

Youth leader Madhusudhan said 
"While the government ought to provide 
the 60,402 acres of land in 24 districts 
in Odisha which is taken in possession 
by the dominant castes in the name of 
Lord Jagannath, to the landless and 
the underprivileged; here at Ghunghuti 
Para, the residents who have made it 
their home since more than 450 years 
are being deprived of their livelihood, 
income, education, safety in the name 
of religion and spirituality. This is 
our struggle for hope and existence; 
exploiting religious sentiments to 
counterpoise it is thoroughly oppressive. 
Our struggle for life of dignity and for 
equal citizenship will intensify if the 
residents of Ghunghuti Para are not 
provided with land deeds, pucca house 
and other basic amenities for their 
health and well-being. We will resist this 
oppression and injustice from streets to 
the courts." n

Gopal Ravidas did not mince words 
in saying that Phulwarisharif is 
being defamed at the behest of BJP 
and RSS. He sked, if the evidence 
cannot be made public why are the 
newspapers reporting every day that 
evidence connecting the accused 
with international terrorists has 
been found? Who is supplying such 
'news' to the newspapers? The truth 
is that deliberate attempts are being 
made to defame Phulwari which has 
a composite culture and is the city 
of Sufi saints. We must expose this 
conspiracy by the BJP to defame 
Phulwari. 

Paliganj MLA Sandeep Saurav 
said that RSS wants to vitiate the 
atmosphere of peace and harmony 

across Bihar. When the youth 
demand education and employment 
their voice is silenced with lathis and 
sticks. AIPF leader Ghalib remarked 
on the strange coincidence that 
terrorist links are 'found' in Bihar 
whenever Prime Minister Modi 
visits. The BJP wants to come to 
power in 2024 through Hindu-
Muslim polarization but the people 
of Phulwari will never tolerate this.

CPIML Demands:

1.     The administration should 
present evidence in public against 
the arrested persons so that the 
current uncertain situation is 
ended. No innocent person should 
be arrested.

2.     Persons and ideologies that 
are targeting the entire Muslim 
community and Phulwarisharif 
should be identified and action 
taken against them. Strict action 
should be taken against persons 
disturbing social harmony through 
irresponsible actions.

3.     This entire action is also seen 
as linked to the Prime Minister's 
Bihar visit. The enquiry team 
considers this to be a calculated 
and well-planned move by the 
BJP. Therefore Nitish Kumar must 
break his silence and conduct an 
enquiry into the matter at his own 
level. n
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DDA's Illegal Bulldozers Continue 
to Rampage Slums in Delhi

H undreds of Residents/Daily 
Wage Labourers Including 
Elders, Children Are Left 

Without Any Roof Over Head in 
the Scorching Summer of Delhi 
betraying the electoral promise to 
Delhi residents of ‘Jaha Jhuggi Wahan 
Makan’ (a house wherever the slum 
dwelling is).

On 7th of July, a CPIML team visited 
Gyaspur area near Sarai Kale Khan in 
the national capital where the DDA 
has been illegally demolishing slums 
leaving hundreds of slum dwellers 
without any roof over their head in 
the scorching heat of Delhi summer.

On the day of demolition the CPIML 
Team confronted bulldozer in 
Gyaspur and stopped it for some time. 

The DDA and the police, however, 
forcibly continued the demolition 
subsequently. DDA is flouting all 
norms and illegally running their 
bulldozer. The CPIML team asked 
for notice to slum dwellers before 
demolition, survey for rehabilitation, 
also showed them Delhi HC order 
dated 28 June directing stay on 
demolition in Gyaspur till next 
hearing, and reminded them 
about DUSIB norms, Ajay Maken 
Judgement. But the DDA-Delhi 
Police-RAF team acted like hooligans 
and restored demolition.

DUSIB (Delhi Urban Slum 
Improvement Board) rules 
categorically state that any resident 
of a slum who has been staying in 

the area from before 2015 can not be 
evicted without proper rehabilitation. 
The DDA has adopted the policy. 
Moreover, the Delhi High Court 
Judgement of Ajay Maken vs Union of 
India of 2019 states that no one can be 
evicted without first being provided 
with rehabilitation.

Despite the law of the land stating 
otherwise, the DDA has been 
demolishing slums in Gyaspur, 
without any notice, without any 
survey of the area for rehabilitation.

Gyaspur is a forty year old slum near 
Sarai Kale Khan. More than 600 
people belonging to families of daily 
wage labourers reside in slum clusters 
in the area. They have been staying in 
the area for more than 40 years now. 
All the families have documents to 
prove their years of stay in the area.

The residents are without any roof 
over their head now.

CPIML has demanded an 
immediate halt in all illegal 
demolitions and to ensure in situ 
rehabilitation of displaced slum 
dwellers.

The CPIML team constituted of Central 
Committee member Comrade Sucheta, 
RYA National General Secretary Niraj, 
as well as Comrades Ajay Pal, Shiyas, 
Neha, and Ranvijay.n

Provide Relief to
Assam Flood Victims

A delegation of leaders 
from CPIML, All Assam 
Progressive Women's 

Association and Roha Circle Women's 
Association visited Chaparmukh 
on 22 June and took stock of flood 
damage and loss caused to the victims. 
The delegation led by CPIML leader 
Bibek Das and comprising Krishak 
Mahasabha leader Balindra Saikia, 
All Assam Progressive Women's 
Association Secretary Mrinali Devi, 

Roha Circle Women's Association 
leader Bharti Devi and Nirla Medhi 
expressed sorrow at the havoc 
wreaked by the floods.

The flood victims said that their 
entire paddy crops have been 
washed away by the floods. Flood 
victims from the villages of Jakruba, 
Udaybheti, Dangribil, Kachhari and 
Dhemaji, living in the relief camp, 
said that the homes of 90% of the 
people in their villages are 'kutcha' 

houses which are submerged to the 
roofs. Arrangements for their food 
was done from 21 June at the relief 
camp. They are getting rice, dal and 
salt in the name of food. But they do 
not have firewood to cook the food. 
Meanwhile, the flood situation 
remains grim in Roha Phulgudi, 
Kampur, Kachua and Dighliyati.

The delegation demanded that the 
relief camps should provide drinking 
water, nutritious food with protein 
content, and clean toilet facilities. 
They also demanded from the 
government to provide tin sheets and 
Rs 10000 cash to each flood victim.n
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In Yogi’s Police State: 
Death Threats to CPIML Leader by 
Thana Chief Condemnable

The CPIML Uttar Pradesh unit 
has strongly condemned as 
tyrannical the death threat 

given by the Hargaon (Sitapur) 
Thana chief to the party state 
committee leader after a peaceful 
dharna protest organized by the 
party on 5 July 2022 in front of the 
Hargaon Thana.

State Secretary Sudhakar Yadav 
said that the Yogi government has 
imposed an undeclared ban on 
common democratic activities, 
making even dharna protests 
difficult to hold. The police have 
become autocratic due to the free 

license given to them by Yogi regime.

Comrade Sudhakar said that the 
dharna protest in front of the Thana 
on 5 July was organized against the 
unilateral police action in the matter 
of a clash between 2 groups. After 
the dharna was over some people 
left the venue. The few remaining 
people were about to leave when the 
Hargaon Thana chief Brijesh Tripathi 
arrived at the spot, snatched away 
one of the protester's (Kanhaiyalal) 
phone and insulted party District 
Secretary and newly elected Zilla 
Panchayat member Comrade Arjun 
Lal in public. Using casteist words 

of abuse, he insulted the dalit leader 
and uttered the threat that if any 
protest was organized in front of 
the Thana in future he will not only 
throw them in jail, but also nobody 
will ever know where Arjun Lal 
has vanished. In other words, he 
threatened to have Arjun Lal killed. 
Moreover, he openly threatened that 
if you organize a protest, you will see 
what we do to you. The CPIML gave 
a written complaint about this to the 
Sitapur DM on 6 July.

Comrade Sudhakar said that this is a 
criminal act on the part of the Thana 
chief and demanded a case under the 
SC/ST Act and strict action against 
him. He said that such an anti-people 
Thana chief who insults an elected 
people's representative should be 
dismissed from police service. n

Solidarity with Filmmaker 
Leena Manimekalai

The death threats, abuse 
and threats of censorship 
faced by filmmaker Leena 

Manimekalai over the poster of her 
new film Kaali are abhorrent, and 
reflect the growing climate of Hindu-
supremacist intolerance in India.

We assert that Indian women have 
a right to imagine the goddess 
Kaali as embodying and embracing 
independence and inclusivity in 
women and LGBTQIA persons. 
The attempts to censor the image 
of Kaali (depicted on the poster as 
smoking and holding a Pride flag) 
are symptomatic of the attempts 
by the patriarchal custodians of 
most faiths to control and censor 
the lives of women and LGBTQIA 
persons. Violence and threats of 
violence on the pretext of allegations 
of “blasphemy” are shameful and 
condemnable - in any faith.

We stand by the right of citizens, 
artists and filmmakers to freely 
express themselves. In the past we 
have seen hatemongers threaten 
writers like Perumal Murugan, 
Taslima Nasreen and Salman 
Rushdie, as well as artists like MF 
Husain - those who threaten Leena 
Manimekalai are of the same ilk.

Dr Rati Rao, President, AIPWA

Meena Tiwari, General Secretary, AIPWA

Kavita Krishnan, Secretary, AIPWA n

Modi government has stopped 
Pulitzer winning Kashmiri 
photojournalist Sanna Irshad 
Mattoo from travelling to 
Paris to attend a book launch 
and exhibition. Zubair is in 
jail for telling the truth, Sanna 
is stopped from flying for 
showing the truth.

- Dipankar Bhattacharya, 
General Secretary, CPML

July 3, 2022

""

Sanna Irshad Mattoo
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CPIML Legislators’ Memorandum  
to PM in Patna

The text of  a memorandum submitted by 

CPIML MLAs to the Prime Minister on his 

Patna visit.

Bihar has been the most fertile of 
grounds for the freedom struggle 
and the struggles for democracy 
against autocracy. Today we are in 
the 75th year of Independence. On 
this historic occasion the CPIML 
legislative group places before you 
the following demands:

1. Bihar has played a leading role in 
the freedom struggle from the 1857 
struggle to the 1942 movement. 
We demand that a Freedom 
Movement Museum be established 
in the state with the objective of 
propagating the glorious history 
of the freedom movement and the 
protection of values engendered 
by it such as democracy, socialism, 
secularism and social justice.

2. The first freedom struggle of 1857, 
Tilka Manjhi, the Santhal Revolt, 
the Rajwar Revolt, the Ulgulan 
Revolt led by Birsa Munda, the 
farmers' movement and the 
people's revolution of 1942 are 
among the important milestones 
of the freedom struggle in Bihar. 
Revolutionaries like Khudiram 
Bose, Prafulla Chaki and 
Jubba Sahni have still not got 
the recognition they deserve 
in history. We demand that 
documentation of the freedom 
struggle in Bihar should be done 
giving prominence to the above 
movements in the light of new 
facts that have emerged.

3. We demand that Patna Railway 
Station be named after Bhagat 

Singh's companion-in-arms 
Batukeshwar Dutt, Bihta Railway 
Station after legendary farm leader 
Swami Sahajanand Saraswati, and 
the main gate of Motihari Railway 
Station after Battakh Miyan (as 
it was earlier) who had saved 
Mahatma Gandhi's life.

4. The Sedition Law from British 
times should be scrapped. 
Draconian laws like UAPA 
enacted after Independence are 
wholly contrary to the legacy 
of the freedom struggle. The 
Central government should take 
initiatives to end such anti-people 
draconian laws.

5. All human rights activists and 
journalists including the political 
prisoners in Bhima Koregaon, 
Umar Khalid, social activist Teesta 
Setalvad, former IPS officer 
Sanjiv Bhatt, former Gujarat 
DGP RB Sreekumar and AltNews 
co-founder Mohd Zubair should 
be released without delay. Strict 
action should be taken against 
attacks on freedom of expression, 
calling it anti-national, and the 
tendency to spread hate and 
violence.

6. The Agnipath scheme which 
encourages contractualization 
of recruitment in the Army is 
detrimental to national security. 
It is against the aspiration of 
youth for dignified employment. 
Therefore this decision should 
be rolled back without delay and 
the earlier process if recruitment 

to the army should be reinstated.

7. Your government had promised 
2 crore jobs per year. During the 
2020 Assembly election, the Bihar 
government had also announced 
19 lakh jobs. In the light of these 
promises by the Delhi-Patna 
governments, concrete steps 
should be taken immediately to 
guarantee jobs with dignity for 
the youth.

8. Special state status for Bihar has 
been a demand from the time 
the state was partitioned. This 
long-standing demand should 
be fulfilled without delay.

9. Similarly, the demand for Central 
University status for Patna 
University is a long-standing 
one. We demand grant of Central 
University status for Patna 
University.

10. The tampering of the state 
symbol on the occasion of the 
centenary celebrations of the 
Bihar Vidhan Sabha by erasing 
the word 'Bihar' written in Urdu 
is unconstitutional. This should 
be rectified without delay.n
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US Starbucks Workers’ Unionizing 

	\ SURYA

Tyler Daguerre is a 26-year-old area organizer and barista in Boston. His 
Starbucks store became one of the first two stores to win their union election 
in Massachusetts. He serves on the organizing committee for his store as well 
as is involved at the regional and national level in the Starbucks workers’ 
movement. He focuses mostly on unfair labor practices, outreach, and 
community solidarity-building. 

1. What interested you to become 
a barista? How long have you 
worked for Starbucks? 

Tyler Daguerre: I had worked at 
Whole Foods, which is part of Amazon 
now, for three months at a Cafe before 
Jeff Bezos bought it. When I came to 
Boston to go to law school, I knew 
that I had to supplement my income 
to make ends meet and save some 
money. I love coffee and, I thought, 
Starbucks is a reputable company that 
tends to treat their workers well from 
what I understood. So, I applied and 
got hired.

2. In the US, there are 15, 444 stores 
out of which 8,900 are owned and 
operated by Starbucks. What are 
the working conditions? What 
the key motivations of Starbucks 
workers in organizing a union?

Tyler Daguerre: I will speak for the 
9000 company stores because I can't 
fully speak for the experience of a 
franchise store. Collectively what 
the movement tends to stand for is 
democracy in the workplace, then, of 
course the obvious being able to have 
a living wage, good benefits, without 
any sort of requirements for minimum 
hours worked and also prevent our 
employer from terminating us. We do 
not want to be inundated and stressed 
out on the floor. We are fighting for 
more benefits and material support 
for our well-being.

3. Have there be some incidents that 
exemplify some of these working 
conditions?

Tyler Daguerre: Recently, store 
employees went on strike for a day 
because there was a massive leak in 
the roof that was producing dirty 
water, whose source was unknown. 
They were told to continue to work 
during the incident and they would 
not be receiving hazard pay. Within 
less than 24 hours of the leak, the 
workers went on a strike. This shows 
how Starbucks is willing to put profits 
over the safety of its workers.

4. Our understanding is that the 
US Starbucks workers are being 
organized by store and/or district? 
How did you and the other workers’ 
start to organize Starbucks workers? 

Tyler Daguerre: Right, every 
Starbucks store votes for its own 
union at this point. As we were 
one of the first stores to unionize 
in Massachusetts, other store 
employees started to contact us. We 
got involved in regional organizing 
and are now also coordinating at the 
national level. We are working with 
Workers’ United, which is affiliated 
with Service Employees International 
Union (SEIU) and is facilitating this 
campaign. At this time, 17 stores have 
petitioned to unionize, and 12 stores 
have unionized in Massachusetts. 
In the US, it is estimated that 350 
stores have petitioned out of which 
140 stores have unionized. Each 
Starbucks store has between 15 to 20 
employees. We are aiming for 1000 
stores to petition by September, 2022. 

5. How many of the Starbucks 
franchise stores have been unionized?

Tyler Daguerre: Almost all of the 

stores that have formally unionized in 
the United States are company owned 
stores. As far as franchise stores 
are concerned, historically, United 
Food and Commercial Workers 
International Union (UFCW) has 
organized franchise stores. At this 
time, this movement is company 
store focused.

6. What has been the role of social 
media in the organizing? Have 
you been using TikTok, Facebook, 
Twitter etc. like Amazon Labor Union 
organizers? What tactics have worked 
on social media? 

Tyler Daguerre: In Massachusetts, 
we have mostly relied on Twitter 
and Instagram. Nationally, they have 
heavily utilized Tik-Tok, Instagram 
and Twitter. 

One trend on Twitter that was 
popular was workers would use the 
hashtag #WhyWeOrganize and then 
explain their personal story for what 
issues they are fighting against and it 
became very popular. Another tactic 
is around sharing facts and making 
jokes out of the Union busting tactics 
that Starbucks uses. These play 
very well with a younger audience. 
Also, showing rallies and strikes 
are good on Instagram or Twitter. 
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#WhyWeOrganize hashtag was very 
successful because it was people 
telling their real stories. Tick Tock has 
been used in a more lighthearted way.

Our collaborations with digital media 
outlets have been very successful. 
There are very prominent storytellers 
of unionization efforts across the 
country and they have had a pretty 
close relationship with our campaign. 
They have done a lot of short 
interviews and testimonials that I 
know have gotten a lot of publicity 
such as in the MorePerfectUnion 
campaign.

The idea that coffee workers of the 
rank and file are coming together 
and getting big victories against the 
multinational corporation - I think 
that gives people hope.

7. What have been the challenges in 
organizing the union? What is the 
status of fired pro-union Starbucks 
workers? Are they firing workers after 
they have been unionized?

Tyler Daguerre: One of the main 
challenges that we have had is 
figuring out how to educate and reach 
workers before the misinformation 
campaigns begin to hit their stores. 
Starbucks has been unrelenting in 
trying to convince workers that the 
union is a third party and that they 
are coming to take your dues money. 
They are going to interfere with the 
good relationship that you have with 
your manager.

We are also trying to avoid burnout 
and exhaustion amongst rank-and-
file driven unionization campaign, as 
a lot of us are working full time while 
also being very active in organizing for 
the unionization campaign. 

We are also dealing with firing 
of workers such as in Memphis. 
Starbucks has terminated more than 
20 organizers nationally. Out of all the 
workers who have been formally fired, 
there have been many other workers 
who have been terminated or forced 
to leave. Recent labor shortages, 

which results in being overworked 
and understaffed, eventually, pushes 
workers out, especially when they are 
trying to make enough money to pay 
rent and eat.

Legally, one cannot fire an employee 
as they are protected by the National 
Labor Relations Act. The National 
Labor Relations Board (NLRB) has, I 
believe, issued more than 200 charges 
of federal labor law violations against 
Starbucks.

8. Regarding the 140 stores that have 
been unionized, what is the status in 
terms of negotiations?

Tyler Daguerre: Starbucks corporate 
is playing tricks. Historically, 
collective bargaining takes a year or 
more. They are trying to negotiate 
one contract per store to stall 
negotiations. We have setup regional 
collective bargaining committees 
and national collective bargaining 
committees to discuss creating a sort 
of national or regional templates. We 
might try to negotiate fewer contracts 
so it takes less time.

9. What kind of solidarity have 
you received from other workers? 
What reciprocal solidarity have the 
unionized Starbucks workers shown 
towards workers around the world, 
including from low-income countries? 

Tyler Daguerre: We have received 
such a significant outpouring of 
support nationally. We have received 
solidarity from labor councils to other 
trade unions. Various labor working 
groups, customers and politicians 
have been very supportive. It has 
been young and longtime workers 
who have teamed up with longtime 
organizers. We have had politicians 
speaking out and supportive of us like 
Bernie Sanders, Alexandria Occasio 
Cortez and the Democratic Socialists 
of America.

What has been even more impressive 
has been the outpouring of love and 
support from workers like Chris 
Smalls, the President of the Amazon 

Labor Union. For example, recently 
Chris Smalls was in Cleveland and he 
stopped by at an organizing Starbucks 
store because he heard that Cleveland 
was facing difficulties in organizing. 

As of now, Starbucks Workers United 
has not been able to show the same 
amount of solidarity and support 
that others have shown for us. This 
is such a new campaign and where 
we are focused on a lot of organizing 
ourselves. I think that it is incredibly 
important and pivotal to return that 
love and solidarity. There should be 
conversations on not only how we 
can support workers nationally, but 
internationally. 

Our struggle is not just a working-class 
struggle but also an anti-capitalist 
struggle, an anti-imperialist struggle, 
it is an anti-oppression struggle that 
needs to expand.

10. Starbucks is the world's largest 
coffeehouse chain with more than 33 
thousand stores in 80 countries. Are 
there any efforts outside the US to 
organize Starbucks workers? 

Tyler Daguerre: There has been 
organizing in Chile for Starbucks 
workers and there is support 
internationally from some labor 
unions. Workers in Canada have 
moved to organize currently in 
Victoria and/or Vancouver. There 
has been interest in organizing in 
Latin America and there have been 
demonstrations in South Korea. 

When our union gets our contract, 
we are looking forward to focusing 
on not only the international struggle 
of baristas but also how we get our 
coffee. We rely on workers in Latin 
America, Asia and Africa who are 
being exploited as well. This is an 
internationalist struggle, and it will 
be important to support farm workers 
in the global coffee supply chain that 
Starbucks controls. n 
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Hatred Destroys Its Creator
	\ DR V LAXMINARAYANA

D evanur Mahadeva’s booklet, 
‘RSS -Aala Mattu Agala’ 
(RSS- its ‘Depth and Width) 

is making waves in Karnataka. In 
Karnataka the aggressiveness of 
Hindutva forces is at its peak. It 
has launched sustained campaigns 
provoking anti Muslim tirade with 
issues of Hijab, Azaan, textbook 
syllabus revision and the like. 

The BJP Government of the state has 
also issued an ordinance, ‘Religious 
Freedom Protection Act 2022’, 
which is the opposite of what its 
name suggests: it makes religious 
conversion as a cognizable offence, 
and is especially targeted at marriages 
in which a Hindu woman converts to 
Islam to marry a Muslim man.   

Devanur Mahadeva (DM) is a very 
popular Dalit writer of the 1970s 
generation. He is one of the important 
key founders of DSS (Dalith 
Sangharsha Samitee). He has made 
enormous contributions in literary 
field and also in political activism. 
He is also a recipient of prestigious 
Padma Shree award. He is the 
conscience keeper of Karnataka. The 
present booklet needs to be viewed 
from this premise and stand point.

The booklet is a tiny one, just 64 pages, 
which can be held in one hand and 
easily read. DM says that his aim is 
to analyses RSS to expose its real face 
and enlighten the people in general.  
He embarks to do this by looking 
at the core spirit of RSS. He selects 
mainly from the works of VD Savarkar, 
Guruji Golwalkar, and Hedgewar.  
According to Golwalkar the Indian 
Constitution has to be ‘Manusmriti’, 
originally this idea was propounded 
by VD Savarkar. Golwalkar holds 
Ambedkar’s constitution to be 
derivative of constitutions of the 
world, unlike Manusmriti, the law 
book of Brahminical caste and gender 

hierarchies.  The inspiration for RSS 
is the idea of one flag, one leader, 
one ideology. According to Guruji 
Nazi Germany is the highest form of 
‘race pride’. The religious minorities 
should merge with the majority and 
live at the mercy of the them. 

DM declares that Golwalkars book 
‘The Bunch of thoughts’ has three 
lethal ideas, they are 

1. The Purusha Sukta of the Rigveda, 
the incarnation of God and 
propagation of Bhagavat Geeta. 

2. Maintenance of ‘Chaturvarna’ 
(caste hierarchy) and rejection of 
Ambedkar’s Constitution. 

3. Aryan supremacy is glorified

DM also refers to the falsehood 
created about Tipu Sultan regime 
and campaign carried against him as 
an anti-Hindu king. The author says 
BJP-RSS want civil war in India. The 
network of RSS has spread throughout 
the country through its hundreds of 
front organizations. Cadres of RSS are 
trained to be not human beings but 
obedient robots. 

DM calls on majority Hindus to speak 
up. BJP-RSS are holding political 
power is ruling at Centre and in 
many States. Way back in 1977 they 
sneaked into Janata Party promising 
to abandon their dual membership 
of RSS. Later they have spread 
throughout the country.  They pose 
Pakistan as permanent enemy and 
spread their hate against the Muslims 
in the home country. By this action 
the India which was a congregation 
of Bahutva culture is being divided.

The BJP-RSS government are 
manipulating to implement 
‘Manusmriti’. They are totally 
against the federal structure of 
the country. GST is a fatal blow 
to this federalism. The education 

system is being revamped to spread 
Hindutva ideology. The strategy 
of implementing the ideas of one 
language, greatness of one Religion 
and only one leader is the hidden 
agenda of RSS.

VD Savarkar who wrote the surrender 
letter to the British Government is 
being glorified as ‘Veer’, Godse is 
also being glorified. DM also suggests 
strategies to defeat BJP in the next 
election. In this direction he says 
there are more responsibilities on 
the non-BJP political parties and 
organizations. In the process the 
great delusion of RSS to implement 
‘Chaturvarna ‘should be exposed. 
The anti BJP forces should have 
the humility and shed their self-
righteousness. There are hundreds 
of path to achieve it. In the process a 
new coalition/ united front of all the 
forces pposing BJP should emerge. 
One should remember that ,‘Hatred 
destroys its Creator’.  

DM is not preaching; on the contrary 
he is expressing his mind in a simple 
language which can be understood by 
all. The booklet is a literary writing 
of that sort. Being a political activist 
himself, his thoughts are extremely 
relevant to the people. That’s why 
the wave! n 
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Chinniyampalayam Martyrs  
Brave Fighters of the 
Textile Workers' Movement!

	\ KG DESIKAN

In 1911, Ranga Vilas was a ginning 
factory. It was subsequently 
developed into a textile mill by 

1922. In this process, Coimbatore 
became a hub of spinning and textile 
mills and emerged as and came to 
be known as the Manchester of 
South India. Thousands of men and 
women employed in textile mills 
were subjected to cruel exploitation. 
Workers had to work for 14 to 15 
hours a day. Textile managements 
employed local rowdy elements 
as maistries (supervisors). They 
were adopting all kinds of medieval 
practices to earn super profits by 
denying workers heir dues. The four 
young workers called Ramaiyan, 
Rangannan, venkatachalam and 
chinnaiyan, were in the forefront 
of raising the voice of workers and 
in fighting for their rights. It was 
not to the liking of the repressive 
management.

Ponnan was one such maistry 
in Renga Vilas mill. He used to 
sexually harrass and exploit women 
workers. One woman worker, by 

name Raji, was not only bold enough 
to resist sexual harassment but 
also led women workers in their 
fight against economic and gender 
oppression.

In the year1940, at the dawn of 
the fateful day, Raji was walking 
alone after parting off from her co- 
workers. She was way laid by a gang 
of four who came in a horse cart. 
They forcefully pushed Raji into the 
cart with her hands tied. They also 
sealed her mouth with clothes to 
prevent her from raising any alarm. 
Then, she was taken to a secluded 
place where she was gang raped.

On hearing the incident, four angry 
young workers called Ramaiyan, 
Rangannan, venkatachalam and 
chinnaiyan of chinniampalayam 
rushed to the spot and thrashed the 
culprit Ponnan. He succumbed to 
injuries as a result of the people's 
anger, especially of women workers.

The mill management which was 
eagerly waiting for an opportune 
moment to take vengeance against 

the four young fighters of workers’ 
rights framed them under false 
charges including murder, in active 
collusion with the corrupt police. 
Singanallur police, under the limits 
of which the Chinniyampalayam 
village falls, implicated all four 
budding trade union activist under 
the charges of murder and put them 
behind the bars. 

The solidarity and support 
from mass of workers historic 
and unprecedented. Whenever 
their case was coming up for 
trail, thousands of workers were 
gathering at the court premises to 
express their solidarity with their 
comrades in arms languishing in 
jail. The undivided communist 
party and their trade union also 
tried to save them. Popular leading 
lawyers were engaged to represent 
the jailed workers. Still, the lower 
court ordered to hang them. Even 
their appeal was taken upto the privy 
council in London. But, all efforts 
went in vain. On the other hand, the 
privy council ordered death penalty 
for all the four workers.

The Privy Council offered them a 
concession that three of them may 
be let off if one of them confessed the 
crime. But, all four fighters rejected 
the offer in unison. They informed 
the Privy Council that they would 
either live together or die together 
and would never confess the crime. 
The brave fighters exhibited such 
a commitment and determination 
to the cause and became leaders 
and martyrs of the textile workers 
movement. Their sacrifice will 
never be forgotten by the textile 
workers movement in the state. 

Senior leaders of the communist 
party met the workers inside the 
prison after the final verdict. In fact, 
the leading comrades who went to 
met them were visibly shaken by 
the court order. On the contrary, 
the four workers, under whose head 
the noose was hanging, displayed 
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Remembering Comrade 
Debabrata Banerjee

	\ MANMOHAN 

T he news of passing away 
of Comrade Debabrata 
Banerjee (Debu) is extremely 

sorrowful. He died on 13 July 2022 at 
his flat in Kolkata. He was about 63 
years and survived by his caring sister 
only. His sister was taking care of him 
in Kolkata for the last several years.

He was a rare person in multiple 
ways. He considered himself to be 
essentially a historian and dismissive 
about all forms of bourgeois life. 
Furthermore, he was a vigilant 
and active custodian of the secular 
India. I always remember him for his 
enormous courage to standup for his 
principles, his lifelong commitment 
to revolutionary socialist ideals and 
the grasp of historical insights, his 
generosity, and kindness towards all, 
particularly the disadvantaged. 

By the time I enrolled in JNU in the 
early 90s, he had left the campus 
after submitting his PhD. He was 
many generations senior to us at the 
university. He did his PhD under the 
supervision of eminent historian 
Bipin Chandra on the history of the 
politico-economic period of the later 
Mughal empire and the rule of the 
British. The place where he resided in 
Delhi at C.R. Park basement was a sort 

of 'Adda' and shelter for friends. The 
biggest attraction of his basement 
living room was the books piled up 
in stacks, mainly on history, Marxism, 
philosophy and literature, and the 
never-ending debates over coffee 
and food.

In 1997, when Comrade Ajay 
Bharadwaj was making 'Ek Minute 
Ka Maun'(A minute of Silence), 
a documentary on the student 
movement that followed Comrade 
Chandrashekhar's assassination, 
Debu was instrumental in getting 
the film partially financed through 
the Urmul trust.

The opportunity to understand him 
more closely came in 2001 when he 
was documenting the environmental 
impact of the Indira Gandhi Canal 
Project with the Urmul trust in 
Rajasthan. He called me in Rajasthan 
for a month to assist with his work. We 
organised there one month 'Nahar-
Yatra' together. He documented the 
ecological degradation of Thar Desert, 
and the struggle of people to preserve 
it, with numerous photographs and 
excellent commentaries. In those 
days, he always used to say that why 
desert is called the 'Marubhumi' 
in the government documents and 

planning, whereas so much here, full 
of flora and fauna. 

He warned of the devastating effect 
the canal had on the ecology of the 
desert, saying that it would lead to 
drought and famine, as the drought 
resistant vegetation of the desert 
would be destroyed due to excess 
moisture.He predicted that It will 
destroy pastoralism and livelihood 
of the people depended on it. Time 
proved his prediction right. I hope 
that the Urmul trust have kept that 
documentation safely. Together, we 
did travels to Uttarakhand and Bihar 
as well. When he shifted from Delhi to 
Kolkata, whenever I had to go there 
for any program, I would also have to 
meet him.

such an exemplary courage and 
determination. They raised 
thunderous slogans of  “Inquilab, 
Zindabad!” and “Lal Salam” that 
reverberated every nook and corner 
of the Coimbatore Central Prison, 
and, in turn, in the entire city of 
Coimbatore and in the entire textile 
workers movement of Tamil Nadu. 
All four brave fighters were hanged 
to death at the wee hours of 8th 
January 1946.

The entire city of Coimbatore and 
the textile workers mourned the 
death of the worker heroes. The 
city had never witnessed such an 
unprecedented large gathering of 
workers. Thousands and thousands 
of workers marched on the streets 
of Coimbatore carrying the bodies 
of their emancipators and fighter 
comrades. All four were buried 
together at the same place as per 
their last wish. 

Even after sea changes in the socio, 
economic and political complexion 
of the city of Coimbatore and in 
the textile movement, the great 
sacrifice for a cause of the rights of 
workers and the movement by these 
four young comrades continue to 
be fondly remembered by everyone. 
The sacrifice of these young 
martyrs will continue to haunt the 
exploitative system until it is put 
an end. n
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 I remember, the last meeting with 
him on 31 July 2019 at his Lake Garden 
flat, when I had gone to Kolkata to 
attend CPIML 'Unite and Resist' mass 
convention. When I reached his flat, I 
surprisingly found out two comrades, 
who came to attend our convention, 
were sleeping there. Those were 
Comrades from Jharkhand who were 
looking for their acquaintance in that 
locality late at night. Debu saw them 

and offered the shelter and food. Only 
those who knew him well can bear 
testimony to his generosity!

Three months ago, I got the news 
that he had suffered from a paralytic 
stroke, and I was thinking of visiting 
him. For the past several years, he 
was suffering from urinary tract 
obstruction, liver problems and 
diabetes, due to which his activities 

were limited. The situation became 
even more dire for him when he 
succumbed to paralysis this year. His 
writings, which he wanted to publish, 
remained unfinished.

Didn't realise that he would leave so 
soon.Sadly, we never did get to speak 
again.

Adieu Comrade Debu! Your memories 
will remain forever!n

Comrade Lebachand Tudu

C omrade Lebachand Tudu, 
legendary leader of the 
Naxalbari-inspired Debra-

Gopiballavpur peasant awakening of 
the 1970s, passed away this evening at 
his Gopiballabhpur home in Jhargram 
District. He was 73 and suffering from 
cancer.

Comrade Lebachand Tudu was a 
close associate of renowned CPI(ML) 
leader Comrade Santosh Rana. In the 
1977 Assembly election Comrade 
Santosh Rana had won from the 
Gopiballabhavpur constituency, 
Comrade Lebachand Tudu finished 
a close second from the nearby 

Nayagram constituency.

Comrade Lebachand Tudu had 
joined the Communist Party of India 
-Marxist Leninist- Liberation CPIML 
at a convention held in Asansol on 7 
November 2021 along with scores of 
comrades from Asansol, Bardhaman, 
Birbhum, Jhargram and West 
Medinipur districts. He was elected 
a member of the party's West Bengal 
State Committee at the recently 
held state conference. He was also a 
member of the all India Coordination 
Committee of the Adivasi Sangharsh 
Morcha formed at a convention in 
Ranchi on 15 November, 2021. Red Salute Comrade Lebachand! n

Twenty six years and still 
waiting for justice. 
Salute the martyrs of Bathani Tola 
Massacre and the survivors and others 
who are fighting on for justice.
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GST on Food items Rubbing Salt Into 
Wounds Of Inflation, Unemployment

The Modi regime’s decision to impose 5% GST on food items including pre-
packed and pre-labeled pulses/daal, wheat, rye, oats, maize, rice, atta, suji/
rawa, besan, muri (puffed rice), milk and curd/lassi imposes a cruel additional 
burden on people who are already suffering the steepest rates of inflation and 
unemployment in decades.

When touting his introduction of GST, PM Modi had claimed that blames his 
predecessors for “taxing even food items like milk and curd”, claiming that GST 
would lower tax burdens on consumers while increasing government revenue. 
The decision to impose GST on the selfsame food items exposes those claims as 
yet another “jumla” (empty rhetoric).

In times of severe distress for the vast majority of ordinary Indians, the Modi 
regime is choosing to tax essential food items – while continuing to write off 
taxes for the super-rich crony corporations.

FM Nirmala Sitharaman’s clarification that food items sold loose will not face 
GST, fails to reassure. With the spread of organized wholesale and retail market, 
packed branded food items are replacing the ‘kirana’ shops that use to sell 
loose food items. GST on food items will hit the poor hard, as well as the middle 
classes which are already finding the going tough with stretched monthly 
budgets as salary and income levels flatten out.

The government’s explanation that GST is being imposed since tax was not 
paid by big brands does not cut ice: GST being an indirect tax, tax on the 
manufacturer/seller is bound to have a direct impact on the consumer. If the 
government is really serious about raising revenues from corporates selling 
branded food items, the better and viable option is to raise the corporate tax on 
their income, which in India is at lowest level in world with thousands of crores 
of waivers offered to big businesses each year.

This anti-people decision of the government has come at the time when 
unemployment and underemployment is already at record high, and income 
levels have not even been restored to pre-Covid levels. This needs to be resisted 
with people’s united assertion for their economic rights. n
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