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Pune Police Official Hacked Email Accounts Of 
Bhima Koregaon Accused To Plant Evidence
An investigative story in Wired has reported on evidence of a link between a Pune City Police official 
involved in the arrests of the Bhima Koregaon accused, and the hacking of the emails of at least three of 
the Bhima Koregaon accused.  

Previous investigations have already established that the computers and email accounts of the Bhima 
Koregaon accused were hacked, and crude ‘evidence’ planted that led to their arrest and indefinite 
incarceration under UAPA. Now we know the identity of at least one of the culprits who did the hacking 
- a Pune Police officer involved in the Bhima Koregaon arrests. 

Diligent international researchers dedicated to protecting citizens’ privacy and human rights, found that 
the hacker added a new recovery email and phone number for the email accounts of Rona Wilson, 
Varavara Rao and Prof Hany Babu so that he could easily regain control of their accounts in case they 
changed their password. To quote the Wired story, “To the researchers’ surprise, that recovery email on all 
three accounts included the full name of a police official in Pune who was closely involved in the Bhima 
Koregaon 16 case.” Researchers then found that “entries in open source databases of Indian mobile 
phone numbers and emails for the recovery phone number that linked it to an email address ending in 
pune@ic.in, a suffix for other email addresses used by police in Pune” and also “that the number is also 
linked in the database to the recovery email address connected to the hacked accounts for the same 
Pune police official.”

Another researcher found found that “the recovery email address and phone number tied to the Pune 
police official’s name in the leaked database of TrueCaller, a caller ID and call-blocking app, and found 
the phone number linked to his name in the leaked database of iimjobs.com, an Indian job recruitment 
website… Finally (the researcher) also found the recovery phone number listed with the official’s name 
on multiple archived web directories for Indian police, including on the website of the Pune City Police.”

Researchers found that “the WhatsApp profile photo for the recovery phone number added to the 
hacked accounts displays a selfie photo of the police official—a man who appears to be the same officer 
at police press conferences and even in one news photograph taken at the arrest of Varavara Rao.” 

The security officer at the email provider who helped establish some of this evidence said to Wired, “We 
generally don’t tell folks who targeted them but I’m tired of watching shit burn. These guys are not going 
after terrorists. They’re going after human rights defenders and journalists. And it’s not right.”

The evidence planted by this Pune police official on the computers of the BK16 included crudely worded 
letters purporting to show that they were exchanging letters with each other and with top Maoist party 
leaders, conspiring to kill Prime Minister Modi. 

It is high time the Supreme Court took suo motu notice of this growing pile of evidence incriminating 
the Pune Police, and proving the whole BK case to be a frame-up of human rights defenders. The 
octogenarian Father Stan Swamy died a prisoner, of Covid-19, thanks to this bogus and fictitious case. 
How can the SC allow the lives of any more human rights defenders to be jeopardised a second longer 
in this fabricated case? 

Today, an Opposition Government comprising Shiv Sena, NCP and Congress rule Maharashtra. 
Unfortunately, this government the leaders of which compare Modi to Hitler and swear by democratic 
norms, do nothing to ensure that Taloja jail authorities (who answer to the state government not the 
Modi regime) provide basic human rights to the BK16. They did not ensure that the jail authorities provide 
a sipper for Fr Stan, nor return the mosquito net they took from Gautam Navlakha. Minus mosquito nets, 
prisoners are vulnerable to malaria and other deadly mosquito-borne diseases. 

Now that researchers have unearthed evidence that a prominent Pune police official who is involved in 
the arrest of the BK16, himself planted evidence as a pretext for those arrests, will the Shiv Sena, Congress 
and NCP at least take steps to file an FIR against this official and investigate his role in the hacking? Will 
they set up a judicial probe to find out who were the handlers of this hacker in Pune Police uniform?

If the Govt and police have the power to hack citizens’ emails and plant evidence without fear of 
punishment, we are no longer a democracy. Even prior to 2014, planting evidence to frame and imprison 
innocents was the rule not the exception (Josy Joseph’s book Deep State presents a wealth of evidence 
of this). What has changed since 2014 is that this criminal activity by the police and other investigative 
agencies is now being done to manufacture a political narrative that directly serves the Modi regime: the 
notion that terrorists are conspiring to assassinate PM Modi. 

Will the honourable Supreme Court free the BK16? Will the SC and the Maharashtra Govt ruled by the 
Shiv Sena, Congress and NCP coalition arrest the Pune Police hacker and investigate at whose behest he 
did the hacking and framing of innocents? 
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EDITORIAL

Agnipath Is A 
Retirement Scheme And 

Recruitment Scam! 
Roll It Back!! 

Agnipath literally means trail of fire. When Harivansh Rai Bachchan 
wrote his short poem with this name in 1973 little did he know that 
fifty years later this will really unleash a trail of fire and singe the 

country. The poem can be called an ode to the power of human determination 
or dedication undeterred by any adversity. The title of the poem inspired 
a film with the same name in 1990 which was all about a boy growing up to 
avenge his father's killing. There was a remake of the film in 2012. And now 
Agnipath is being peddled as the long-awaited magical transformation of 
India's armed forces.

For once it was not an announcement made by Narendra Modi, Defence 
minister Rajnath Singh got the rare opportunity to hog the limelight and 
announce the launch of the scheme on 14 June in the presence of the three 
service chiefs. In fact, the PM is yet to open his mouth on the scheme leaving 
it to his colleagues and party leaders and the Army top brass to defend the 
indefensible in the face of rapidly escalating countrywide protests. For the 
youth and Army aspirants of India, the scheme is as shocking as the sudden 
announcements of noteban and lockdown by Narendra Modi. But with years 
of experience with the entirely deceptive rhetoric of the Modi government 
and reeling under the burden of unprecedented levels of unemployment 
and price-rise, young India was quick to overcome the shock and explode 
in protests.
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EDITORIAL

The scheme seeks to introduce a 
complete change in the recruitment 
process, all in the name of giving 
a youthful profile to the Army. 
According to the scheme, 46000 
young men and women between the 
age of 17.5 and 21 (relaxed to 23 as a 
one-off concession) will be annually 
inducted into the Army, Navy and Air 
Force and after four years of service 
75 percent of the recruits will be 
retired with an Agniveer certificate, a 
tax-free severance package of about 
12 lakh rupees and promised priority 
in recruitment as security staff in 
certain services and industries. In 
one fell swoop the much talked about 
One Rank One Pension formula is 
negated to No Rank No Pension. For 
the government this reduction in the 
salary and pension bill for the armed 
forces is in fact the biggest economic 
rationale and for the Agniveers this 
is the biggest economic blow. 

To put things in perspective, more 
than 80,000 were recruited in 
regular jobs in the armed forces with 
the One Rank One Pension formula 
in 2019-20. After two years of pause 
in recruitment on the plea of the 
pandemic, mentioned as a godsent 
opportunity by the Additional 
Secretary, Department of Military 
Affairs, the number of regular soldiers 
will come down to only about 11,500. 
The gradual reduction in the average 
age profile of the armed forces will 
be achieved through this wholesale 
contracualisation with its damaging 
implications for the institutional 
integrity and capability of the armed 
forces. Long term economic security 
(permanent job, stable income, 
guaranteed pension and medical 
benefits for the family) which is so 
crucial to a soldier's performance 
will disappear for the Agniveers, 75% 
of whom will be destined to face a 
very early retirement (at an early 
age of 21 to 25) and a long uncertain 
future.

We are now being told that the 
scheme was being contemplated 

since 1939. But we know that even in 
2020 General Bipin Rawat, the Chief 
of Defence Staff who died tragically 
in a plane crash, leaving the CDS 
post vacant since then, sounded 
a very sceptical and cautionary 
note about the scheme. He openly 
wondered how it could be wise for 
the Army to invest all its resources 
to train and prepare a soldier only 
to lose him after four years. Perhaps 
the most familiar and loudest pro-
Modi voice from among the retired 
military top brass, Major General 
GD Bakshi, has tweeted how he is 
flabbergasted by this new disruptive 
change. Hardly any retired Army 
official is enamoured of the Agnipath 
scheme and most are worried about 
its disturbing implications.

The larger worries stem from 
two points - firstly, about the 
implications of the scheme for the 
institutional structure of the Army, 
and secondly how the Agniveers will 
be reintegrated with the society after 
just four years of military training 
and service. In the wake of exclusive 
Agnipath-based recruitment, the 
Army will henceforth have two 
kinds of soldiers, regular soldiers 
with job security and short duration 
contractualised Agniveers who in 
turn will be permanently worried 
about retaining their jobs with the 
Army. Also, the federal or regional 
balance of the Army, currently 
ensured by the Recruitable Male 
Population factor assigned to each 
state, will come under a lot of stress 
with a centralised recruitment 
scheme like Agnipath.

The scale and nature of the problem 
of rehabilitation and reintegration 
of Agniveers after four years will 
perhaps be a bigger challenge. At 
present, soldiers retire after on an 
average twenty years of service in 
their late forties and early fifties. A 
section of them gets absorbed in the 
private security industry or in PSUs 
or government offices or as Special 
Auxiliary Police contingents. This 

group of ex-servicemen will now 
have competition with the Agniveers 
who will be retiring from the Army 
in their early twenties! 

What are these young Agniveers 
expected to do? The government 
propaganda paints a rosy picture 
as young skilled and trained men 
equipped with a financial foundation 
of more than a million rupees who 
can apparently shape their future 
any way they like. But if we listen to 
the BJP leaders, we can perhaps get a 
clearer idea of the gameplan. Kailash 
Vijayvargiya, the loudmouth BJP 
leader from Madhya Pradesh, has 
offered to recruit them as security 
guards in BJP offices. Another BJP 
spokesperson and MP from Madhya 
Pradesh, Mahendra Singh Solanky 
says after saving the country for 
four years, the Agniveers will be 
saving their families from people of 
other religions! He says Agniveers 
should be happy that they are 
getting some salary and not having 
to work without remuneration like 
the conscripts in Israel! 

We are aware of the infamous role 
of Mussolini's Blackshirts in fascist 
Italy and Hitler's Brownshirts, 
and subsequently the SS, in Nazi 
Germany. Is the RSS now looking 
at the Agniveers, trained by the 
Indian Army, as foot soldiers of a 
paramilitary organisation affiliated 
to the Sangh brigade, a more 
sophisticated and highly trained 
version of the Bajrang Dal? Instead 
of serving the Bharatiya Sena or the 
Indian Army, will they be expected 
to constitute a Bharatiya Janata 
Party Sena executing the RSS plan 
of turning secular democratic India 
as proclaimed by the Constitution 
into a fascist Hindu Rashtra as 
envisioned in the RSS ideology? 

Young India has seen through 
Modi's absolutely fraudulent 
rhetoric of Achhe Din. From the 
promise of two crore jobs per 
year and tall talk of demographic 
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dividend, the government has now 
come down to abolition of posts, 
downsizing of the permanent work 
force and retirement schemes in 
the name of recruitment! The 
Army aspirants have seen how this 
government has been playing with 
the educated youth in other fields 
of employment - railways and other 
government departments to schools 
and colleges. The anger ignited by 
the Agnipath scheme is therefore 
not going to remain limited to 
the catchment areas of military 
recruitment, it has every potential 
to resonate with other sections of 

India's unemployed and betrayed 
youth. 

14 June 2022 may well have ignited 
the kind of fire that 5 June 1974 
had done by triggering the historic 
Sampoorn Kranti or total revolution 
movement inspired by Jay Prakash 
Narain which had become the 
prelude to both the Emergency 
of 1975 and its end in 1977. The 
youth has another template from 
contemporary India - the historic 
farmers' movement that forced the 
Modi government to repeal the farm 
laws and is still fighting for other just 
demands of India's farmers. Since 

the days of the great 1857 rebellion, 
soldiers have essentially been 
farmers in uniform. Most of today's 
Army aspirants are also essentially 
farmers' children from rural India. 
Let the #RollBackAgnipath agitation 
learn from the tenacity and unity, 
resilience and determination of 
the farmers' movement and march 
forward with confidence. The 
government is trying to browbeat 
and blackmail the protesters, but 
with the support of the people 
the protesters can surely beat the 
government back and force it to 
retreat. n

Eight Years Of Modi Raj: Youth Betrayed 

T he promise of jobs was one of 
the main planks of Narendra 
Modi’s 2014 campaign. But 

since then, far from creating jobs, 
his regime has destroyed jobs and 
created the worst unemployment 
crisis in India in the past half 
century. He responded to this by 
attempting to spin “selling pakoras” 
(street-vending, which is essentially 
disguised unemployment and in any 
case such work has never needed 
Prime Ministerial leadership to 
exist) as job creation. And now he 
is trying to get young India to forget 
his older promises by replacing them 
with newer ones; and by schemes 
like Agnipath which exploit the 
desperation of the unemployed to 
contractualise and casualise jobs in 
the armed forces.  

BJP leaders and corporate heads 
are now promising jobs as security 
guards, drivers and so on to the 
Agnipath recruits after their 4-year 
stint. The Modi regime’s used to 
tout its ‘Skill India’ scheme – now 
it appears to be peddling casualised 
army recruitment as a replacement 
for Skill India! The question is – 
have these corporations offered any 

manner of dignified employment to 
former soldiers who have more years 
of training and experience than that 
offered by Agnipath?   

Late at night or pre-dawn in any Indian 
town or city, one often sees young 
men, in cheap shoes or even barefoot, 
running many kilometres, all in an 
attempt to be able to compete for a job 
in the armed forces. It is young men 
like this who are erupting in rage all 
over India – because they know very 
well that Agnipath is offering them 
insecurity and exploitation instead 
of the secure job they were seeking. 

The Agnipath protests are not 
isolated, either. Youth in India, fed 
up with the lack of availability of 
jobs, have given up looking for jobs 
(labour force participation among 
men has fallen from 46% in 2016 to 
40% currently; among women it is 
even lower). Instead they prepare to 
appear for exams to get a post in the 
army, police, railways, banks, civil 
services, teaching services etc. And 
in the past eight years of Modi rule, 
they have again and again come out on 
the streets to protest corruption, lack 
of transparency and accountability 
when it comes to holding these 

exams, and declaring the results of 
these exams. 

In 2017, young candidates for the 
Staff Selection Commission exams 
protested in Delhi and in Bengal and 
UP in 2021; Railway Exam candidates 
protested in 2018 and 2021; Teachers 
Recruitment exam candidates in UP 
have protested in 2018, 2019 and again 
in 2021. These protests have been met 
with brutal lathicharges often (most 
recently in UP and Bihar in 2021). The 
connection between the Agnipath 
protests and other job-recruitment 
and exam-related protests by youth 
becomes even clearer when one sees 
how the Bihar police picked up RYA 
Bihar Vice president Tarique Anwar 
in the name of “preventive detention” 
in view of Agnipath protests – and 
then arrested and jailed him for his 
participation in railway recruitment 
related protests earlier this year! n       
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Where Are The Jobs 
Promised By Modi?
(A note prepared by AISA on  

Modi’s latest promise of job creation)

Narendra Modi who came in 
power in 2014 by promising 
crores jobs every year to the 

people has today miserably failed 
the youth of this country. By simple 
logic of his promise, by 2022 Modi 
government should have provided 
around 16 crore jobs. But just like 
his any other promises, this one has 
also proved to be a ‘Jumla’. Contrary 
to what has been promised in the 
name of ‘Acche Din’, unemployment 
rate had reached a record level 
even in Pre-Covid times. Now Modi 
Government has come up with a 
new jumla, that is, on 14th of June, 
it has announced that government 
will be giving 10 lakh jobs in next 
18 months. Are 10 lakh jobs really a 
satisfactory number when we know 
that presently more than crores of 
people are unemployed in India?

Prevailing Unemployment 
Situation and BJP’s Response

 ● The period of Modi can 
appropriately be described as 
‘The Era of Unemployed India’. 
For this “great” achievement, 
BJP government has really made 
some very “serious” efforts of 
which data speaks itself ! The 
unemployment rate had hit a 
record level of 6.1% in 2017-18, 
before pandemic, that was worst 
in last four decades. By December 
2021, the unemployment rate 
had reached 7.91% and figure 
of unemployed people by this 
time has reached 5.3 crore. This 
included 1.7 crore unemployed 
women. Among these 5.3 crore 
people, 3.5 crore were actively 
searching for jobs.

 ● All this while labour participation 
rate has constantly declined 
over the period. In 2017, labour 
force participation rate was 46% 
which came down to mere 40% in 
December 2021, being one of the 
lowest in world. (Labour force 
participation rate is defined as 
the section of working population 
in the age group of 16-64 in the 
economy currently employed 
or seeking employment.) That 
is, now in 2022, only less than 
half of the 90 crore working age 
population in India wants job. 
For the similar period of 2017-
2021, 2.1 crore women have 
disappeared from the workforce.

 ● At least 30 lakh sanctioned posts 
under the central government, 
including those under various 
bodies and institutions run by the 
Centre are lying vacant. (Source: 
Newsclick) Most of these 
vacancies are in ministries and 
departments like Posts, Defence 
(Civil), Railways and Revenue. For 
example, In the Defence (Civil) 
department, there are nearly 2.5 
lakh vacancies, 90,000 vacancies 
in the Posts department, in the 
Revenue department there are 
nearly 74,000 vacancies. In the 
Ministry of Home Affairs nearly 
1.3 lakh posts are lying vacant.

 ● More than 2.65 lakh posts are 
lying vacant in Indian Railways. 
Union Railway Minister Ashwini 
Vaishnaw admitted that there 
are vacancies in 2,65,547 posts, 
including 2,177 for gazetted 
posts, in various zones. Extent 
of unemployment situation 
that is prevailing in India can 

be understood by the fact that 
when recently Indian Railway 
had advertised for 35,000 posts, 
around 1.25 crore candidates 
applied for the exam. Similarly 
earlier in 2018, more than 2.5 
crore people had applied for about 
90,000 positions in railways. 
Many a times these candidates 
include post-graduates and PhD 
holders for the Grade D level 
exams.

In a country where 5.3 crore people are 
unemployed and 3.5 crore are actively 
looking for jobs 10 lakh is indeed a 
terribly insignificant figure to solve 
a crisis this big. A major “credit” for 
this ‘era of unemployed India’ shall 
be given to disastrous anti-people 
policies like Demonetisation and 
GST, which has caused structural 
damage from which country has 
still not been able to recover. Modi 
government’s inability to generate 
employment is rooted in its political 
stand that takes the side of corporate, 
allowing them to acquire public assets 
of this country at throw away prices. 
Historically it’s evident that push 
for privatization has never been in 
the favour of public but only in the 
interests of corporates.

The stance of Modi Government 
on the question of employment 
has revolved only around 
implementation of neo-liberal 
policies, four new labour codes being 
one example, that has only pushed 
the Indian labour market to become 
as “flexible” as possible to favour 
the corporates. These so – called 
“flexible” labour market policies 
have allowed contractualisation 
and outsourcing of jobs at record 
new levels. Wage repression and 
hire-and-fire like policies being 
implicit part of it that only acts as 
continuous threat for the livelihood 
of the workers amidst the constantly 
rising inflation in country.

This deepening crisis of 
unemployment continues to leave 
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a grave impact on the youth of this 
country as more and more young 
people are committing suicides. 
Between 2018-2022, about 25000 
young people have committed 
suicide. Of which 9,140 people 
committed suicide directly due to 
unemployment and other 16,091 
committed suicide because of 
bankruptcy and indebtedness.

At the same time, Modi government’s 
push for privatization in Railways, 

seat cuts in UPSC/SSC etc have 
increased the insecurity among 
the aspirants who prepare day and 
night for a secure and dignified 
employment. Even the timely 
conduct of exams couldn’t been 
ensured by Modi Government in 
last many years for different exams, 
may it be SSC or Railways, where 
aspirants needed to wait for more 
than three years for a completion 
of a exam process and even then in 

certain cases it failed to complete an 
exam process properly, e.g. NTPC.

Why will the Modi Government 
not announce a job calendar that 
properly mentions all the exams 
that have to be conducted, date of 
exam and date of result? In case the 
concerned authority or body fails to 
adhere with it, they must be strictly 
punished. Anything less than this is 
a mockery of job-seeking youth. n 

Protests Against Agnipath Scheme

The country witnessed 
widespread protests by 
students and youth on 17 

June onwards against the Modi 
government's Agnipath scheme 
for the army which is a cruel joke 
on the youth, and a scheme to play 
havoc with the entire structure of 
the army. 

Under this scheme that initiates 
the contract system in the armed 
forces, young people will be retired 
at the age when they hope to start 
a long career. This scheme talks 
of employment for just 4 years. 
Youth across the country have 
risen in strong protest against this 
scheme. Retired army officers are 
also opposing this scheme. 

This is a natural explosion of anger 
by unemployed youth against the 
Modi government which is giving 
'jumlas' in the name of jobs and 
retirement at the age when careers 
should begin. CPIML General 
Secretary Dipankar Bhattacharya 
appealed to the youth to make the 
protests extensive so that the Modi 
government is forced to back down. 

Comrade Dipankar pointed out that 
the Modi government had promised 
'achhe din' and 2 crores jobs per year. 
Thus by 2024 young persons should 
have got 20 crore jobs. But now this 
government is talking of filling only 

Protest against anti-youth Agnipath Scheme in Delhi (Top), Kolkata (Middle) and 
Bihar (Rajbhawan March by Bhar Mahagathbandhan MLAs; Bottom) 
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10 lakh vacancies before the 2024 
election. The entire country is 
watching and understanding these 
'jumlas' of the Modi government. 
Grounds for a decisive battle against 
this are ready.

Demand to Withdraw 
Agnipath Scheme 
Intensifies 
Student-youth and their many 
organisations in all the states have 
opposed this Scheme demanding 
an immediate withdrawal and 
reinstatement of old army 
recruitment policy. Organizations 
in Bihar, including AISA, RYA, Sena 
Bharti Jawan Morcha and Rozgar 
Sangharsh Samyukta Morcha have 
taken up cudgels against the Modi 
government's Agnipath scheme to 
bring the contract system in the 
Army. These organizations have 
given the Modi government an 
ultimatum saying if the government 
toys with national security and plays 
this cruel joke on the youth of the 

country, protests will be further 
intensified. 

This scheme also makes a mockery 
of national security. The country 
will never accept this destruction 
of the very structure of the Army. 
Retired Army officers have also 
come out openly against this scheme. 
Candidates who have passed 2 Air 
Force recruitment exams or are 
awaiting the final Army recruitment 
cut-offs will also be pushed into the 
ambit of this scheme. Strong protests 
have taken place across the country 
against this and every corner of the 
country is afire with anger. 

This explosion of anger among 
students-youth is natural. The Modi 
government is cheating the youth in 
the name of Agnipath and has also 
betrayed the youth by endangering 
their future. The youth have 
determined to fight a decisive battle 
against the government's 'jumlebaji' 
and cheating. They have come out on 
the streets and have even gheraoing 
BJP leaders. 

AISA-RYA have appealed to 
all Opposition parties, social 
organizations and common people 
to support this movement.n

Bihar Bandh Against Agnipath  Scheme

T he Modi government's 
Agnipath scheme for 
recruitment to the Army 

has shocked and shaken the youth in 
Bihar and across the country. News of 
young people's suicides is coming in 
from some parts of the country. After 2 
days of protests the government gave 
a mere assurance of extending the age 
limit just for the current year. 

Sena Bharti Jawan Morcha convener 
and popular youth leader Raju Yadav, 
RYA National President and Agiaon 
MLA Manoj Manzil, AISA General 
Secretary and Paliganj MLA Sandeep 
Saurabh, RYA Bihar State Honorary 
President and Dumraon MLA Ajit 
Kushwaha, RYA State President Aftab 
Alam, State Secretary Shiv Prakash 
Ranjan, AISA State Secretary Sabir 

Kumar and State President Vikas 
Yadav announced for a Bihar Bandh 
on 18 June, which was also supported 
by the Mahagathbandhan parties 
including RJD, CPIML, CPI and CPIM. 
They appealed to the people of Bihar to 
actively support the Bandh to save the 
Army and the future of young people. 

Lathi Charge in Patna 
During Bihar Bandh: 
Paliganj MLA Sandeep 
Saurav Arrested 
The Bihar Police resorted to brutal 
lathi charge in Patna during the Bihar 
Bandh on 18 June. Various student-
youth organizations commenced a 
march from Patna University Gate 
led by AISA General Secretary and 
Paliganj MLA Sandeep Saurav, RYA 

National General Secretary Neeraj 
Kumar, AISA Bihar President Vikas 
Yadav, AISA leader Kumar Divyam 
and other leaders. The police stopped 
the march at Kargil Chowk. The 
Bandh supporters wanted to move 
towards the Dak Bangla crossing but 
the police resorted to lathi charge to 
stop them and then arrested Sandeep 
Saurabh, Vikas Yadav, Kumar Divyam, 
Abhishek Chandan and Ashish Kumar, 
lifting them forcibly from the street 
and taking them to Gandhi Maidan 
Thana. 

Sandeep Saurav condemned this 
action by the police-administration 
shameful and said that they had 
come to put demands peacefully in 
front of the government. The entire 
country is witnessing the anger 
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of students and youth against the 
Agnipath scheme that will push youth 
into unemployment and endanger 
national security. But instead of 
scrapping it the Modi government 
is trying to mislead the country by 
making small changes in the scheme. 
This will never be tolerated. 

Shops and commercial establishments 
in Patna and most other towns in the 
state remained closed on 18 June, 
traffic was sparse and attendance in 

government offices was also less. The 
Bandh received extensive support 
from the people amidst imposition 
of Section 144, obstructing internet 
services in many districts and huge 
deployment of police forces. Reports 
of arrests have also come from Hilsa 
and Betia. The police in Nawada did 
not even allow Bandh supporters 
to come out on the streets, despite 
which the Bandh had an extensive 
effect. 

The Bandh was effective in Ara 
which has emerged as the centre of 
this movement. Led by MLA Manoj 
Manzil, Raju Yadav, Sabir Kumar and 
Shiv Prakash Ranjan, students and 
youth organized a march culminating 
in a meeting near the Railway Station 
and pledged to carry on the fight till 
the Modi government scraps the 
Agnipath scheme. 

The Bandh was also effective in 
Muzaffarpur where the Muzaffarpur-

Darbhanga NH 57 was blocked for 3 
hours at Bochahan. A massive rally 
was organized by AISA-RYA in the 
city. Protests, marches, road blocks 
and meetings were also held in Siwan 
led by MLA Amarjeet Kushwaha, 
Buxar,  Darbhanga, Madhepura, 
Arwal, Jehanabad, Bhagalpur, Purnea, 
Madhubani, Motihari, Kaimur, 
Beguserai and other Districts, making 
the Bandh effective.

The Bihar Bandh received widespread 
support from the people despite 
imposition of Section 144 to stop 
protests, shutting down internet in 
many parts of the state and heavy 
deployment of police force. Patna 
and many other cities remained 
closed spontaneously. There is news 
from many places of protesters being 
arrested. The arrest and repression 
of protesters who had come to 
peacefully put their demands in front 
of the government is condemnable.n 

Against Repression on Protesters

S ena Bharti Jawan Morcha 
Convener Raju Yadav, RYA 
National President and Agiaon 

MLA Manoj Manzil, AISA General 
Secretary and Paliganj MLA Sandeep 
Saurabh, RYA State Honorary 
President and Dumraon MLA Ajit 
Kushwaha, RYA State President Aftab 
Alam, State Secretary Shiv Prakash 
Ranjan, AISA State Secretary Sabir 
Kumar and State President Vikas 
Yadav jointly called for a statewide 
March of Anger on 20 June 2022 
against the Agnipath scheme and the 
repression unleashed on protesters 
during Bihar Bandh. 

On 20 June student-youth 
organizations held Akrosh marches 
(March of Anger) across the state on 
the issue of student-youth leaders and 
withdrawal of cases. 

The leaders said that the whole 
country has rejected the Agnipath 
scheme, and yet the Modi government 

clings to its adamant attitude. Instead 
of revoking this scheme, it is resorting 
to repression against protesters. 
If the Nitish government is really 
against this scheme it should pass 
a Cabinet resolution to revoke the 
scheme, as other states have done. 
According to reports received so 
far, hundreds of cases have been 
filed against protesters and there 
have been arrests from many places. 
The movement cannot be crushed 
through repression. 

Student-youth community held 
March of Anger on 20 June against 
repression let loose by the Nitish 
Government. Protests were held 
throughout Bihar. 

RYA Bihar State Vice President 
and CPIML state committee 
member Tarique Anwar was 
arrested from his house by the 
Gaya Police at about 10 pm on 
19 June. He has not been kept at the 

local Thana but taken to an unknown 
location by the police. He was told to 
be taken into preventive custody in 
view of the protest call of 20 June 
and will be release later. But in the 
evening of 20 June he was sent to jail 
after falsely implicating him in a case 
related to the railway recruitment 
agitation that had happened last 
year!n

CPIML BIHAR state committee and 
RYA Bihar State Vice President member 

Tarique Anwar
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Agnipath: Less Scheme, 
More Scam

	\ NIRBHAY

What is Agnipath?  

The Agnipath scheme is a new 
recruitment scheme for the Indian 
military. It aims to recruit people 
aged 17 and a half years to twenty-
one years for a period of 4 years. 
Recruitment will be all India and all 
class. 25% of those recruited will get 
permanent jobs after 4 years while the 
remaining 75% will not. The scheme 
will replace (completely) the existing 
model under which soldiers are 
recruited into different regiments. 
The soldiers recruited in this scheme 
will get the title Agni veer and a salary 
of Rs. 30,000 to 40,000 per month. 
Moreover on release, they will get a 
Seva Nidhi package of Rs. 11.71 lakhs 
(non-taxable). This package includes 
30% of salary as contribution by the 
soldiers and 30% contribution by the 
government. They will also get an 
insurance cover for Rs.48 lakhs. They 
will also receive an Agni Veer skill 
certificate which, it is claimed, will 
help them to find jobs post release. 
In addition, they will get a loan of 
Rs. 18.2 lakhs over 3 years or more. 
They will, however, not receive any 
pension benefits or ex-servicemen 
status. This means that in the same 
battalion, there will be servicemen 
doing the same job for differential 
benefits. Servicemen demanded 
One Rank One Pension – now they 
are getting No Rank No Pension, only 
the tensions of job-seeking after four 
years! 

What is the justification 
given by the government 
for this drastic change in 
recruitment procedure? 
The proclaimed aim of the scheme is to 

keep the military personnel recruited 
younger and more agile. From an 
average of 32 years, the scheme hopes 
to bring down the average by 4-5 years. 
The other main goal is to reduce the 
overall pension burden. Of the overall 
defense allocation, a 28% goes into 
pensions. Out of 5.2 lakh crore, 1.2 
lakh crore was allocated to pensions. 
2.3 lakh crore goes into revenue 
expenditure and 1.5 lakh crore goes 
into capital expenditure. For every 
100 serving military personnel, there 
are 170 retired ones. So, the goal is to 
reduce the ‘bloated’ pension budget 
while also modernizing the armed 
forces. How? By shifting the focus 
from armed personnel to technology 

(drones etc). This will be done, it 
is claimed, by increasing capital 
expenditure.  

Does the justification 
given by the government 
make sense at all? 
Will a reduction of 4 years in average 
age really increase agility by a lot? 
Is the government implying that 
our armed forces are currently not 
agile and fit? There will be at best a 
marginal improvement and at worst 
none at all. 

The age argument makes no sense 
at all. While 4 years of agility would 
not add to efficiency, 4 lesser years of 
experience could definitely decrease 
efficiency. 

The government has said that there 
will be special job opportunities for 
these released Agni veers. This line of 
thought is ridiculous to say the least. 
Even those military personnel who 
have years of training and experience 
(as opposed to “Agniveers” who have 
6 months of training and 4 years of 
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experience) have a difficulty finding 
a job post retirement. Firstly, only a 
tiny fraction of these find jobs and 
secondly the quality of jobs they find 
is horrendous – the best job being that 
of a home guard for most. If this is the 
state of those who are experienced, 
then what will be the state of those 
who are far less experienced i.e. the 
“Agniveers”? 

The government said that Agniveers 
will get special priority in CAPF 
recruitment but the government’s 
record in CAPF recruitment has been 
abysmal to say the least. There were 
only 10,000 recruitments made in 
2020 compared to 1 lakh + vacancies. 
There has been an 80% decline in 
CAPF recruitment since 2017. No 
wonder the youth is skeptical of the 
government’s grandiose claims. 

Let us also talk about the 25% and 
the 75%. According to Lt Gen Vinod 
Bhatia, the scheme would lead to 
militarization of society (for which 
plenty of evidence exists). Let’s 
understand how this would occur. 
75% recruits every year will be trained 
in using guns and frustrated since the 
prospects of them getting a job would 
be very low. Since, they would have 
spent the most formative years of 
their adult lives (17-21) preparing and 
working for the armed forces, their 
prospects of getting jobs elsewhere 
will be low. Many youngsters have 
said that they spend 4 years training 
to get a job in the military. 4 years 
training for a 4-year regular job 
seems unfair to say the least. These 
75% frustrated ex-army men could 
well erupt in violence. The Agniveers 
will not have the spirit of cooperation 
but will rather be involved in a rat 
race to become part of the 25%. 
Moreover, who picks these 25%? The 
commanding officer- someone with 
no administrative experience. This 
too would lead to many problems – 
administrative and otherwise. 

The goal of shifting the reliance from 
personnel to technology needs to 

also be addressed. Firstly, just like 
we can’t pit revenue expenditure 
against capital expenditure (you 
need both school infrastructure and 
teachers for schools to operate) you 
can’t pit technology versus troops. 
You need skilled and experienced 
troops to operate the machines. 
Moreover, recent wars have shown us 
that technology can’t be a substitute 
for troops. In his article “Tour of 
duty – The Kindergarten army?” Lt. 
Gen PR Shankar explains how this 
new recruitment procedure could 
lead to a long chain of inexperienced 
soldiers which will have to operate 
complex machines. According to his 
mathematical calculations, the ratio 
of experience vs youth shouldn’t be 
diluted to lower than 70:30. The 
50:50 ratio recommended by the 
government would be a disaster 
which would lead to a plethora of half 
trained soldiers which would put the 
stake of the nation at danger. 

Moreover, he points out that 75% 
will be excluded on a mere 3.5-year 
assessment. This time frame seems 
absurd and very short indeed. He 
ends by stating that the government 
expects a superman from a 
kindergarten. 

Is saving a few thousand 
crores on military 
revenue a wise decision? 
Government expenditure as a 
percentage of GDP has fallen from 
2.5% in 2010-11 to 2% in 2020-21. 
Moreover, the capital expenditure 
component (which the government 
wants to expand) has also fallen 
under the NDA regime. From 30% in 
2011, Capex as percentage of  defense 
expenditure has fallen to 22% in 2018.                              

Moreover, defense capital 
expenditure as a percentage of total 
capital expenditure has also fallen 
sharply in the recent years. It is then 
fair to question the intentions of the 
government taking into consideration 
their abysmal capital expenditure 

defense spending. 

Let us assume the government is able 
to reduce the pension expenditure 
by 30% (which is a huge claim by the 
way). This would mean that from 1.2 
lakh crores, we would be at 80,000 
crores per annum. This would mean 
saving a sum of 40,000 crores per 
annum (note that this is the best-
case scenario). Now, this seems like 
a huge amount, but it must be put into 
perspective. 

It is only a tiny amount of the revenue 
foregone by the government due 
to concessions and tax cuts given 
to corporates. It is an even tinier 
fraction of the NPAs caused by huge 
corporates. The government seems 
to have amended the rules to cut 
expenditure on their jawans but not 
on the crony corporations. Which 
begs the question - Do they really 
care about ‘protecting the nation’ or 
do they care about protecting a few 
people in the nation? 

While it can be argued (and it should) 
that the military needs reforms 
and that we need to stop wasteful 
expenditure; pensions for retired 
army men, as well as basics like 
nutritious food, suitable shoes and 
uniforms etc cannot be deemed a 
“waste”! The only objective which the 
scheme would achieve is destruction 
of thousands of permanent jobs in the 
army and massive contractualization 
of army jawans. This seems to be 
in line with the other trends of 
contractualization (in other sectors 
of the economy). In a time where 
our labor force participation is 
falling, unemployment is rising and 
employment elasticity is falling, 
the government has taken a step in 
the opposite direction of providing 
a cushion to the youth by pushing 
their future into the vicious hands of 
precarity and uncertainty. They know 
very well that the skills taught to them 
by the military would not be the skills 
the market needs post-release. n 
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Bulldozer Fascism  
From hate speech to state-led terror, resist the trajectory!  

T he storm triggered by the 
Islamophobic bigotry and 
derogatory remarks against 

Prophet Muhammad by well-known 
BJP national spokesperson Nupur 
Sharma and the party's Delhi media 
head Naveen Kumar Jindal is fast 
turning into a wave of targeted state-
led terror campaign against Indian 
Muslims and voices of dissent. The 
remarks had understandably sparked 
a major international controversy. 
In the wake of strong condemnation 
by a whole range of countries from 
Qatar and Saudi Arabia to Iran and 
Malaysia, the threat of boycott of 
India and Indian goods, the Modi 
government had dumped the BJP 
spokespersons as 'fringe elements', 
suspending or expelling them from 
their BJP membership.

This is the vintage RSS strategy 
followed at every critical juncture 
over its nearly century-old existence. 
Following the assassination of 

Gandhi, RSS was quick to disown 
Godse even as its ranks celebrated 
the assassination. When Sardar 
Patel banned RSS to stop this 
ominous communal threat, the 
RSS promised to change tack and 
function as a cultural organisation. 
When Golwalkar's core text "We, or 
Our Nationhood Defined" revealed 
the fascist ideological birthmarks of 
RSS and openly idolised Hitler and his 
Nazi model of nationalism based on 
the notions of 'racial purity and pride' 
and aggressive pursuit of genocidal 
antisemitism, RSS sought to distance 
itself from this text by casting doubts 
about its authenticity! It thought, it 
could similarly get away with the 
remarks made by Nupur Sharma and 
Naveen Kumar Jindal by just shielding 
them temporarily as fringe elements.

But if the Modi regime and the Sangh-
BJP establishment thought it could 
hoodwink either the world or the 
people at home with this blatant 

'fringe element' lie, they were clearly 
mistaken. The popular social media 
text squarely nailed the lie: 'gali gali 
mein shor hai, fringe nahi yeh core 
hai' (everybody knows it for sure, the 
so-called fringe constitutes the core). 
The government has been reminded 
that it owes an answer and apology 
first of all to the people of India and 
the Indian Constitution as to why 
leaders and spokespersons of the BJP 
and Sangh Parivar are being allowed 
to indulge in hate crimes with utter 
impunity, why BJP spokespersons 
who had to be dumped by the party 
are not being arrested and prosecuted 
for their hate speech and bigotry.

The protests going on across India 
are asking these urgent questions. 
The protests have been particularly 
big on June 3 and 10, following large 
congregations for Friday prayers. 
True, there have been a few violent 
incidents of stone-pelting and arson, 
and some prolonged road blockades 
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in the course of the protests. In West 
Bengal where the administration 
is being criticised for inaction and 
ineptitude in handling such situations, 
while everywhere else the story is 
that of excessive police repression 
and administrative vendetta. The 
point is that stone-pelting, arson, 
and road blockades have always 
pretty common in spontaneous 
public demonstrations in India – and 
the police are trained to handle these 
using methods of crowd-control that 
are both effective and non-lethal. 
When arson and stone-pelting by the 
Hindu- and Rajput-supremacist Karni 
Sena protesting the film Padmaavat 
is not met with bullets, beatings, and 
bulldozers why is the same meted out 
to Muslims protesting Islamophobia?      

The police firing in Ranchi that killed 
at least two young men - Mohammad 
Mudasir and Mohammad Sahil and 
injured over twenty others, brutal 
lathi-charges in Uttar Pradesh and 
demolition of Parveen Fatima's home 

in Allahabad and a two other homes of 
Muslims in Saharanpur - this is how 
the BJP-dominated Indian state seeks 
to deal with the ongoing protests. 
And as the Ranchi example tells us, 
the repressive role of the police and 
other organs of the state is not limited 
to just BJP-ruled states. The widely 
televised demolition of Parveen 
Fatima's home and several other 
houses starting with the Khargone 
episode two months ago shows us 
not just how the BJP in power chooses 
its demolition targets but also turns 
the demolition into a spectacle and 
festival of terror and destruction. 

The message the Modi regime wants 
to send out is aimed primarily at the 
Muslim community, but it is clearly 
meant for all voices of dissent. 
Protesters will no longer enjoy 
the constitutional commitment of 
fundamental rights, they will have to 
accept the risk of facing brutal police 
repression, spending years in jail in 
false cases or even losing their homes 

to demolition brigades and own lives 
to police firing, lynch mobs or hired 
assassins. This is a brazen travesty of 
the constitutional framework of rule 
of law, but this is fast becoming the 
'new normal' in Modi's India. 

It is not difficult to understand 
the Muslim state of mind at this 
unprecedented juncture of Indian 
history. Derogatory remarks about 
Prophet Muhammad are always 
hurtful, and when such remarks 
constitute and define the dominant 
political discourse, and are coupled 
with everyday exclusion, humiliation 
and persecution felt by the 
community, the situation becomes 
absolutely alienating. Communists 
and all other secular democrats will 
have to stand firmly with India's 
beleaguered minorities and forge 
bonds of fighting unity and solidarity 
to rebuff this fascist aggression and 
defend India's democracy, shared 
historical legacy and cultural 
pluralism with all our might. n

BJP’s Fringe 
Benefits
C onfronted by a flood of 

condemnations by a wide 
range of nations, of a piece 

of Islamophobic hate speech about 
Prophet Mohammed by a prominent 
spokesperson of the ruling Bharatiya 
Janta Party, the Modi Government 
went into defensive mode. It sought 
to distance itself from the offender 
Nupur Sharma by declaring that she 
was a mere “fringe element” - not 
someone these foreign governments 
should take seriously. The BJP then 
went on to suspend Ms Sharma and 
expel its Delhi media head Naveen 
Kumar Jindal who had also tweeted 
the same offensive material about 
Prophet Mohammed.

The episode raises several issues. In 
the first place, why does the Modi 
regime (and the BJP) respond to 
protests by countries on both sides 
of the Persian Gulf, but refuse to act 
in response to protests by Indians 
against the same brand of hate speech 
by BJP leaders? Is it the prospect of 
harm to the markets and economic 
interests of its two closest crony 
capitalists Adani and Ambani, that 
draws a response from the Modi 
regime?

It is indeed ironic that the BJP 
wishes to prevent Arab nations 
from boycotting Indian businesses 
in protest against hate speech; but 
in India, BJP leaders advance their 

political careers by calling for the 
boycott of Muslim businesses, street 
vendors, and even halal meat.

The fact is that the Modi Government’s 
damage control actions are far from 
sufficient. Not only Noopur Sharma 
and Naveen Jindal but the anchors 
of TV shows (such as Navika Kumar 
of Times Now) who invited and 
encouraged Ms Sharma to indulge 
in hate speech, should face criminal 
prosecution for seeking to incite 
violence against India’s minority 
Muslim community. Also, BJP leaders 
like the notorious Kapil Sharma who 
had tweeted their vocal support for 
Ms Sharma must also face criminal 
prosecution.

But will the Modi regime actually take 
such action? Its past record indicates 
the opposite: the Delhi Police as 
well as police in BJP-ruled states for 
instance have refused to prosecute 
Kapil Mishra, Anurag Thakur and 
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other BJP leaders, as well as several 
Hindu supremacist hatemongers for 
calling for the murder, massacre and 
rape of Muslims. They have instead 
arrested Muslims for the communal 
crimes of which they were victims.

The barefaced dishonesty of the Modi 
regime stands exposed by its claim 
that the national spokesperson and 
former Delhi University Students 
Union President Nupur Sharma 
and the Delhi media head of the 
party Naveen Jindal are “fringe” 
elements! Such strategic distance 
from its most loyal leaders and 
foot soldiers is actually an old RSS 
tactic when faced with the heat of 
investigation, criminal prosecution, 
or even embarrassment. The RSS had 
declared Gandhi’s assassin Godse to 
be a fringe element - a claim Godse’s 
brother and family have always 
vehemently denied. When RSS 
founder Golwalkar’s fulsome praise 
for Hitler’s purge of Jews, in the 
pages of his We and Our Nationhood 
Defined became proof positive of the 
RSS’ fascist character, it began to 
claim that We was a fringe book by 

some fringe author, rather than the 
RSS Bible it had been till then.

The fact is that the abusive language 
used by Ms Sharma is far from “fringe” 
- it is very much mainstream across 
the entire BJP and RSS ecosystem. 
Modi himself, and his deputy Shah, 
have both repeatedly referred to the 

Muslim community in dehumanising 
and genocidal language.

The international outrage over hate 
speech is a chance for India to look 
in the mirror, and see how its image 
and stature stand diminished thanks 
to the BJP’s mainstreaming of anti-
Muslim hate. n

Hate Speech, Collective 
Punishment, And Open 
Double Standards

W as Nupur Sharma’s 
speech “free speech” 
that is being threatened 

by the protests demanding her arrest 
for “hate speech”?  

The iconic African-American 
writer James Baldwin said, “We can 
disagree and still love each other 
unless your disagreement is rooted 
in my oppression and denial of my 
humanity and right to exist.” Nupur 
Sharma’s speech about Prophet 
Mohammad is not being condemned 

because it was “blasphemy”. It is being 
condemned because her intention 
was to denigrate and dehumanise 
all Muslims, for following a man 
whom she claimed was a pedophile. 
Discussing the social evil of child 
marriage (prevalent in India across 
communities, and perhaps most of all 
in certain Hindu communities) in its 
historical and contemporary context 
is “free speech” – but distorting 
facts to try and humiliate an entire 
community is hate-speech. 

Moreover, Ms Sharma’s speech 
as an official spokesperson of the 
ruling party maker her ‘opinion’ 
carry the weight and backing of the 
State itself. Her speech must be seen 
in the context of the widespread 
genocidal hate-speech by leaders 
and propagandists of her party. 
As Ujjaini Chatterji writes in The 
Leaflet, “the Rabat Plan of Action, 
which is a framework formed by the 
Office of the High Commissioner of 
Human Rights (OHCHR), outlines a 
six-part threshold test to understand 
hate speech. The test takes into 
account : 1) The social and political 
context, 2) Status of the Speaker, 3) 
Intent to incite the audience against 
a targeted group,4) Content and 
form of the speech, 5) Extent of its 
dissemination and 6) Likelihood of 
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harm, including imminence.” Nupur 
Sharma’s speech ticks all these 
boxes, since she repeated the same 
on multiple television channels, and 
was clearly part of the “consorted 
effort to vilify and demonise all 
Muslims” that is already underway. 
As Ms Chatterji reminds us, “By 
calling everything an act of Jihad by 
the Muslim community, the media 
only normalises Islamophobia and 
peddles fake news.”    

Yogi Adityanath contested the 
UP elections styling himself 
as “Bulldozer Baba” – openly 
insinuating that his USP was 
bulldozing Muslims’ homes in the 
name of cracking down on crime. 
And that is exactly what he has been 
doing ever since he was re-elected 
CM. And in fact, the BJP has since 
then turned targeted “bulldozing” of 
Muslims’ homes into their national 
sport. 

Speaking on the demolition 
of Parveen Fatima’s house in 
Allahabad, Former Allahabad High 
Court Chief Justice Govind Mathur 
pointed out that such demolitions of 
houses of persons accused of some 
crime were totally illegal, adding: 
“Even if you assume for a moment 
that the construction was illegal, 
which by the way is how crores of 
Indians live, it is impermissible that 
you demolish a house on a Sunday 
when the residents are in custody.” 

The public demolition of Muslims’ 
property is staged as a spectacle. 
In Aligarh the police force were 
accompanied by bulldozers in 
preparation to crack down on 
Muslims protesting Nupur Sharma’s 
hate-speech. 

In Al Jazeera, writer Arundhati Roy 
observed:“Over the last few months, 
authorities in Indian states governed 
by Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) have 
started bulldozing the homes, shops, 
and places of business that belong 
to Muslims merely suspected of 

participating in anti-government 
protests. The Chief Ministers of these 
states have proudly flaunted this policy 
in their election campaigns. To my 
mind, this marks the moment when a 
deeply flawed, fragile democracy has 
transitioned – openly and brazenly 
– into a criminal, Hindu-fascist 
enterprise with tremendous popular 
support. We now appear to be ruled by 
gangsters fitted out as Hindu godmen. 
In their book, Muslims are public enemy 
number one….

“For their part, government authorities 
insist they are not targeting Muslims 
and are merely demolishing illegally 
constructed properties. A sort of 
municipal clean-up mission. That 
reasoning, of course, is not even meant 
to be convincing. It is meant as mockery, 
and to instil terror. The authorities 
and most Indians know that most of 
the construction in every Indian town 
and city is either illegal or quasi-legal….

“Before the bulldozer era, punishment 
for Muslims was meted out by vigilante 
mobs and the police – which either 
participated in the punishment or 
chose to look away. The bulldozing 
of properties, however, involves not 
just the police, but the municipal 
authorities, the media – who must be 
present to amplify and broadcast the 
spectacle of demon-slaying – and the 
courts who must look away and not 
intervene. It is meant to tell Muslims, 
“You are on your own. No help will 
come. You have no court of appeal. 

Every institution that used to be part 
of the checks and balances of this old 
democracy is now a weapon that can 
be used against you.”

Muslims’ protests against hate-
speech were largely peaceful; there 
were only some sporadic acts of 
stone-pelting and arson, and it is 
not clear if even those few instances 
were actually done by Muslim 
protestors or by agent provocateurs. 
On the heels of the Muslim protests, 
came protests by young job-seekers 
against the Agnipath scheme. These 
protests were overwhelmingly 
marked by violent rage: involving 
public burning of trains and stone 
pelting against police. But the 
same police officers who rained 
bullets on protestors and bulldozed 
their homes, were seen and heard 
arguing for restraint in the police 
response, reminding the public 
that the protestors were after all 
“our children.” Why are Muslim 
protestors even when peaceful 
not seen as “our children”? If the 
house of a Muslim woman can be 
demolished on the grounds that 
her husband allegedly incited youth 
to pelt stones, why is the same not 
done to homes of Hindus whose sons 
pelted stones on police and set fire 
to trains? n
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Lawyers Demand Action  
Against Police Brutality And Bias 

(Excerpts from statement by All India Lawyers’ Association For Justice (AILAJ))

T he protests (by Muslims 
against Islamophobic hate-
speech) that were witnessed 

in nine states and union territories, 
were followed by numerous reported 
instances of arbitrary police brutality 
against Muslim protesters including 
children, revealing unchecked abuse 
of power and rampant institutional 
bigotry. 

In Ranchi, Jharkhand the police not 
only lathi-charged the protesters 
but open-fired at them, injuring 10 
Muslim protesters and killing at least 
2 persons, 22 year old Mohammad 
Mudassir Alam and 24-year-old 
Mohammad Sahil. Incidentally the 
kin of Mohammad Mudassir Alam 
and Mohammad Sahil have denied 
that they were part of the protest 
and that Mohammad Mudassir Alam 
is a minor. A twitter post enclosing a 
video reports that the police chased a 
minor Muslim boy stranded after the 
protest as they beat him and threw 
stones and fired bullets at him. 

In Uttar Pradesh, the police shelled 
tear gas and beat the protesters.1 
It is also reported that more than 

400 Muslims were arrested in Uttar 
Pradesh alone. NDTV has posted a 
video of what appears to be a police 
station in Saharanpur where around 
nine Muslim men beg and try to 
block blows raining incessantly on 
them from two policemen armed 
with sticks. The video was shared 
by Shalabh Mani Tripathi, an Uttar 
Pradesh BJP MLA on Twitter with 
the caption “return gift for rioters”, 
which has triggered criticism of 
the cops and allegations of police 
brutality by the opposition. 

The family members of student 
activist, Afreen Fatima were forcefully 
detained from their residence by 
the Allahabad police on 10th June. 
Her father, Javed Muhammed who 
is also an activist was arrested. 
Thereafter the demolition of their 
house was initiated by the Prayagraj 
Development Authorities and took 
place amidst tight police security. In 
Saharanpur, parts of the houses of 
accused Muzammil and Abdul Waqir 
were demolished, while in Kanpur the 
property belonging to Mohammad 
Ishtiyaq, who the police said, was 

linked to Zafar Hayat Hashmi, an 
accused in the violent protests that 
took place in Kanpur on June 3. 
Reports state that more demolitions 
could be expected in the days to come 
in Prayagraj, Saharanpur, Moradabad, 
Hathras, Kanpur and other places that 
had witnessed large scale protests on 
10th June.

The manner in which the police 
is required to respond to crowds 
has been clearly spelt out in law. 
The fundamental principle is that 
action taken against it ought to 
be proportional. As such the use 
of violence was unjustified and 
excessive and resulted in the violation 
of the rights of the persons. The 
targeted attack on Muslim persons 
also shows that the State acted in a 
vindictive manner.

Furthermore, all of these actions, 
cannot but be contrasted with the 
partisan behavior of the police, when 
Hindu supremacist organisations 
used the occasion of Ram Navami 
in April this year, to showcase their 
belligerent Hindu majoritarianism 
politics in several parts of the 
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country through loud provocative 
processions armed with weapons, 
songs and slogans especially in front 
of Mosques and areas with majority 
Muslims populations. These are 
indicators of a communalizing of the 
police force and does not augur well 
for our democracy, where the police 
is expected to imbibe constitutional 

morality and behave in a non-partisan 
manner.

In this context, AILAJ demands the 
following:

1. Release of all protesters arbitrarily 
arrested 

2.  Registration of criminal cases and 

initiation of disciplinary action 
against the all police personnel who 
indulged in use of excess force or 
who acted contrary to prescribed 
procedures, irrespective of rank. 

3. Contempt proceedings to be 
initiated against the police officials 
who have acted in contravention of 
Arnesh Kumar v. State of Bihar [AIR 
2014 SC 2756]

4. Immediate access to free medical 
treatment for all injured persons 
and payment of compensation to 
those injured.

5. Immediate payment of ex-gratia 
compensation to the families of 
protestors who were killed. 

6. Immediate halting of the 
demolition of the homes of accused 
Muslims.n

Countering the Fascist Assault: 
Role of the Legal Community

(At a discussion marking the first 
national conference of the All India 
Lawyers For Justice – AILAJ on 28th 
and 29th May, 2022 at Bengaluru, 
Advocate Mihir Desai known for 
three decades of work as a workers’ 
and human rights lawyer in Mumbai, 
delivered a lecture on the role of the 
legal community in countering the 
fascist assault. Below is the text of his 
lecture, somewhat edited for readers 
of Liberation.)  

I will begin with a broad summary 
of the human rights lawyering 
that has happened in this 

country in the last 70 years, to outline 
in what ways the challenges we face 
today are different from challenges 
we faced in earlier times. Human 
rights lawyering has existed from 
the day the Constitution came in. 
In the pre 1978 era, right from 1950 
onwards, there were basically four 

or five issues around which human 
rights lawyering happened. One of the 
issues was labour laws, in part because 
immediately after independence you 
had a plethora of labour legislations 
being enacted. Some of the lawyers of 
the human rights movement started 
their careers as labour lawyers. Mr. 
Kannabiran for instance started 
by representing mine workers. Ms. 
Indira Jaising was a labour lawyer. I 
am glad Mr. Subbarao is here, who 
himself has been a labour lawyer for 
so many decades. 

The other aspect on which human 
rights lawyering happened at that 
time was on freedom of speech and 
expression. It initially started from 
Romesh Thapar’s case in 1950, one 
of the first constitutional cases 
immediately after the Constitution 
came in. Then you had the cases 
involving big media houses: the 

Bennett Coleman case, the Indian 
Express case, the Sakal Newspaper 
case arguing whether the issue of 
freedom of press was included in the 
freedom of speech and expression, 
whether raising of newsprint prices 
had an indirect impact on freedom 
of speech; and whether commercial 
speech is part of freedom of speech 
and expression. 

The third line of cases were basically 
on rights of property. Again, at 
that time the right of property as a 
fundamental right was canvassed 
essentially by the rich people, by the 
zamindars challenging the Zamindari 
Abolition Acts, the loss of privy 
purses. 

And of course, the fourth issue was 
the criminal law, which the people 
were always facing. It began right 
from 1951 with Gopalan’s case - 
preventive detention - and then  
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the V.G. Row case. In the pre 1978 
period, the main issues concerning 
Dalit rights that were argued in the 
higher courts concerned reservation 
in jobs as well as education: Balaji’s 
case, Devadason’s case, etc. 

After 1978 we saw a dramatic 
change. On the one hand you had 
Maneka Gandhi’s judgement which 
outlined the interlinkages between 
the fundamental rights. You had 
certain Supreme Court judges - 
Justices Krishna Iyer, Chinnapa 
Reddy, Bhagawati, Desai who took 
up a very very active role in human 
rights jurisprudence, including the 
issues of prisoners’ rights, bonded 
labour, legal aid. And then you had 
a whole range of issues concerning 
environmental law, women’s rights, 
children’s rights, etc. And remember, 
this was happening not only because 
of judges who were progressive but 
because of the climate created by a 
large number of mass movements 
- the big trade union movements 
happening across the country, you 
had the women's movement which 
was gathering a new fervour at that 
point of time. You had democratic 
rights organisations starting across 
the country, whether it be PUCL, 
APCLC, APDR, CPDR, various civil 
liberties organisations. Post 1978 
human rights jurisprudence in this 
backdrop of people’s struggles led 
to many many new laws, including 
the Prevention of Atrocities Act, 
Domestic Violence Act, Right to 
Information Act, Disabilities Act, 
Juvenile Justice Act and so on. 

We also saw an increase in repressive 
laws (TADA, POTA, amended UAPA, 
NSA and so on). But you did not have 
what we see today - targeted attacks 
on those who espouse human rights, 
those who espouse issues concerning 
marginalised communities. Before 
2014 also we saw authoritarian 
governments, instances of atrocities 
and injustices and no accountability. 
But now there is a threefold objective 
which the present establishment 

follows. The first is the establishment 
of the Hindu Rashtra, which by 
definition can only mean a highly 
patriarchal, communal, and casteist 
state. Second thing, it is a highly 
centralised state. A quasi-federal 
state like ours, constitutionally, is 
being sought to be converted into 
a much more centralised state. The 
third thing they need is a strong 
security state. In order to achieve a 
Hindu Rashtra you need a state with a 
security apparatus which is extremely 
strong and answerable only to the 
central government. An instance 
of centralisation and securitisation 
is the use of NIA. Ordinarily, law 
and order is a state subject - so the 
state police takes action when there 
is a law and order problem. CBI is a 
central agency which can investigate 
into state crimes also, provided the 
state government gives its consent 
to have an investigation carried out 
by the CBI. NIA is the only agency 
which can carry out investigation 
irrespective of whether the state 
is consenting to it or not. NIA, 
like the UAPA amendments were 
Chidambaram’s brainchild. There is 
a famous sentence in Shakespeare’s 
Merchant of Venice. Shylock, who is 
a Jew, tells his Christian interlocutor, 
“the villainy you teach me, I will 
execute - and it shall go hard but I 
will better the instruction.” The BJP 
seems to be telling the Congress that. 
That’s what seems to be happening. 
Now, in order to achieve these goals 
of Hindu Rashtra, a centralised and 
securitised state, they introduce 
laws and policies that marginalise 
religious minorities: CAA NRC,  beef 
ban laws, anti-conversion laws, the 
hijab ban in Karnataka, abrogation 
of Article 370. Then you have laws 
and policies which vest increasing 
powers in the centre: GST, NIA, the 
PNLA Act which is being used much 
more, greater use of the Enforcement 
Directorate, the farm bills. The third 
is, which is very important for us, is 
the quelling of dissent. In order to 

quell dissent, they need a surveillance 
state because you need to find out 
who is dissenting and when and how 
someone is objecting to something. 
So they target civil society activists, 
NGOs, you let loose the FCRA regime 
on them and cancel their FCRA 
registration and funding. Activists 
are targeted. If you’re a Muslim, 
you’re called an Islamist. If you’re 
a non-Muslim, you’ll be called an 
urban naxal. You target independent 
bureaucrats, and independent 
academicians, using the existing laws 
but also introducing newer laws such 
as the UID Aadhar, which was towards 
surveillance, diluting the RTI Act, 
the Information Technology Rules 
which came in recently, the new order 
which requires every accused in every 
offence to give their photographs, 
fingerprints, all kinds of biological 
indicators. And the fourth and the 
last, what this government does in 
order to achieve its objectives is 
hollowing out the institutions of 
accountability. Whatever institutions 
of accountability are there are 
hollowed out. They hollow out the 
parliament by passing any law they 
want as a money bill by bypassing the 
Rajya Sabha. They do away, effectively, 
with the position of the leader of 
opposition. They stop sending bills 
to Standing Committees where 
opposition parties are also there and 
there is some kind of hearing. They 
hollow out the parliamentary process. 
They hollow out institutions such as 
the NHRC by amending the law to put 
your men in place there, Justice Arun 
Mishra, who otherwise could not 
have been the chairperson because 
the law required that only a retired 
chief justice of the Supreme Court 
could be a head of the NHRC so you 
amend the law to make it any judge 
of the Supreme Court. Similarly, 
major attacks on all independent 
tribunals. You have hollowing out of 
even the CAG, the RBI, the Election 
Commission. 

And, of course, they try to influence, 

18 | JULY 2022 | LIBERATION - CENTRAL ORGAN OF CPI(ML) 



ARTICLE

in different ways, the judiciary. 
Now remember one thing, when 
we talk about the judiciary being 
influenced by what is happening, 
by the home ministry, by the PMO, 
one is not talking necessarily about 
the home minister picking up the 
phone and talking to the judge, 
that’s not how it works. There are 
various reasons why the judiciary 
gets influenced. Whenever there 
is an overwhelming majority of 
any party in the parliament, the 
judiciary has swung towards and 
has always given credence to the 
central government. Some of the 
judges have internalised the actual 
agenda of the party in power. In 
higher courts especially, the career 
opportunities post retirement are 
much more now and those career 
opportunities are not decided by the 
collegium of the Supreme Court but 
decided by the central government 
or the state government. So they 
are dependent on being in the good 
books of the central government or 
the state government, depending 
on where they are. And the lower 
judiciary for its continuation, for 
its promotion, for various things is 
dependent on the government. 

So for a variety of reasons we 
see a marked swing towards the 
Central Government, especially 
in the Supreme Courts and High 
Courts today. There is no reason 
otherwise why cases challenging the 
abrogation of Article 370, Electoral 
Bonds, CAA and NRC, the hijab ban 
should stay pending till they become 
a fait accompli. 

No matter the regime, they always 
need to use laws and policies in 
order to implement what they want 
to achieve. Hitler’s Germany did 
not just come one day and say start 
killing Jews. It happened through 
a process of various legislations 
which took over a period of 7-8 
years where first Jews were stripped 
of citizenship, then they were 
asked to wear a star, and then their 

houses were marked, then they 
were removed from government 
employment, and so on. But all this 
was done through laws. Apartheid 
in South Africa worked through 
laws - because all the authorities 
and regimes require predictability. 
And that’s where lawyers come 
in. Because they operate through 
constitutions and laws, lawyers 
would always have a scope to go to 
courts and to argue matters. And this 
has happened even in Nazi Germany. 
The lawyers were standing up to the 
regime. 

For the progressive lawyers in 
India, it's very important now to 
look at how lawyers in countries 
such as South Africa when it was 
an Aparthied regime, countries 
such as Chile when Pinochet was 
ruling, countries such as Israel now, 
countries such as Iran even now, 
how lawyers have operated in these 
countries. There was a famous judge 
in Iran in 1978 named Shirin Ebadi. 
She was removed as a judge because 
once the Khomeini came to power, 
it was decided that women cannot 
be judges. So she started practising. 
Outside her chamber, she put up a 
board that read: “Due to the current 
inhospitable circumstances of the 
courts, I will no longer be accepting 
clients and can only offer legal 
advice.” She said, “It is meaningless 
going to courts, I’m not going to do 
that.” After a she year she realised it 
was not really achieving anything so 
she started going back to the court. 
She got a Nobel Prize, her husband 
was arrested and threatened with 
shooting, her sister was arrested, 
she herself was nearly arrested, and 
finally she had to leave the country. 
In occupied Palestine and various 
other places where Palestinians 
live, there was a time when the 
lawyers came to the conclusion 
that going to court is meaningless 
and some of them decided, “Let’s 
just boycott courts.” But then, the 
affected persons, the victims said, 

“I’m sorry you cannot do this, you 
have to approach the court, you have 
to go to court, you have to fight.” And 
you have a series of lawyers - Michael 
Sfard, Felicia Langer, Leah Tsemel, 
these are are Jewish lawyers in Israel 
who have spent their entire life in 
fight causes of Palestinian occupied 
people. 

Similarly, Navi Pillay was a judge of 
the Natal Province of the Supreme 
Court. When she started her practice 
in the 50s, she was the first woman 
lawyer, then the first woman judge. 
A woman of colour of Indian origin, 
she continued to use the courts eve 
during the apartheid times. So even 
in extremely authoritarian regimes, 
lawyers need to use the courts. 

In India there are two situations 
where lawyers come in. One is 
somebody is put in jail, somebody 
is about to be put in jail, and you 
say, “Okay, how do I best get you 
out of jail?” The other is in issues 
where you use the courts in order to 
further certain rights, to challenge 
certain legislations, to challenge 
certain administrative actions. 
Now it is true that one has to be 
ready for a lot more defeats than 
successes in the present times 
because as I told you, the judiciary 
is not itself necessarily operating in 
a manner very responsive to the civil 
society. Ultimately, for human rights 
lawyers, for lawyers who are fighting 
for these causes, it becomes very 
very important not to lose heart. 
Again, as Michael Sfard the Israeli 
lawyer says, “Success and victory are 
two different things.” I may succeed 
or lose in a case. That doesn’t mean 
I have lost the cause. The cause 
gets advanced by various things. 
The Supreme Court orders on the 
issue of sedition, for instance, even 
if not ideal, are a result of campaigns 
inside and outside courts. 

It is important for the lawyers at 
the current times not to be purely 
lawyers, but to engage with the civil 
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society, with the movements which 
are happening outside because 
you’re not just representing an 
individual, you’re representing a 
cause. The legal profession is a very 
egotistical profession in the sense 
that we always feel like we know 
what’s best for the client, which is 
normally not the case. Therefore, it 
is very important, especially in the 
present time, especially when you’re 
representing a cause or a movement 
or civil society organisation etc. to 
see what they want. 

Is the present government likely to 
overhaul the entire constitution in 
order to bring about the changes it 
wants? Are they likely to scrap the 
constitution? My answer would be 
a very cautious no. I feel they don’t 
require to do that. Please remember, 
in the last ten years, they’ve brought 
in only four substantial amendments 
to the constitution: NJSC which 
was struck down by the Supreme 
Court; GST; 10% reservation for 

EBC (economically backward 
category) and abrogation of Article 
370. For everything else - CAA NRC, 
anti-conversion laws, new Labour 
Codes - they did not need to amend 
the Constitution. Ultimately the 
interpretation of the constitution 
depends on what the Supreme 
Court says. And till that time that 
they feel that the Supreme Court 
is not really going to strike down 
laws introduced by the Central 
Government, they are not really 
going to change the constitution 
especially because right now they 
need the Dalits’ votes and any major 
change in the constitution would be 
seen as doing away with Ambedkar’s 
legacy. But that situation can change 
if tomorrow, if the Supreme Court 
interprets the constitution in its 
true spirit and strikes down certain 
laws. 

As progressive lawyers, we should all 
take up all available opportunities, 
try to expand them as much as 

possible, use the constitution, 
argue on the basis of constitution 
in the court, argue on the basis of 
human rights jurisprudence in court. 
Ultimately, we need legitimacy for 
what we argue, so argue on the basis 
of international law. Much more of 
international law will need to be 
used, international instruments 
will need to be used while arguing. 
Of course, the challenges are very 
harsh. But I am an eternal optimist 
because I think we all are capable of 
taking up those challenges. We are 
dealing with a fascist state which 
does not believe in the Rule of Law. At 
the same time, it is difficult for them 
to do away with the constitution, to 
do away with at least the facade of 
democracy. And till such time as the 
facade of democracy remains, we 
have to use it to the extent possible 
in order to ensure that we are able 
to agitate the rights of people in the 
courts. n

Exposing The BJP’s Ploy To Deny  
Anganwadi Workers/ Helpers Their Due 

	\ CLIFTON D’ROZARIO

Hunger feels like pincers, like the bite of crabs; 

it burns, burns, and has no fur.

Let us sit down soon to eat with all those who haven't eaten; 

let us spread great tablecloths, put salt in lakes of the world, 

set up planetary bakeries, tables with strawberries in snow, 

and a plate like the moon itself from which we can all eat. 

For now I ask no more than the justice of eating.

 -  “The Great Tablecloth” Pablo Neruda

O n April 25, 2022, the Supreme Court passed an 
important judgment in the case of Maniben 
Maganbhai Bhariya vs. District Development 

Officer Dahod and Others, holding that Anganwadi 
Workers (AWWs) and Anganwadi Helpers (AWHs) are 
entitled to the benefits under the Payment of Gratuity 
Act, 1972. This judgment, recognising  Anganwadi workers 

and helpers as workmen and their legal right to gratuity, 
in itself, represents a major victory  for the nation-wide 
movement of the Anganwadi workers and helpers and 
is a result of their fearless struggle over the past few 
decades. Most recently AWWs/AWHs, across the country, 
participated in great strength in the nation-wide General 
Strike on March 28-29, 2022. 

The facts of the case are necessary to understand the 
determination with which Maniben Maganbhai Bhariya 
and four other AWWs and AWHs have pursued this 
litigation. The five of them joined as Anganwadi workers/
helpers between the period 1982-1985 and served for 21-
31 years and stood retired between February 2006 and 
February 2012. When gratuity was not paid to them, each 
of them filed their applications before the Controlling 
Authority under the Payment of Gratuity Act, 1972, which 

20 | JULY 2022 | LIBERATION - CENTRAL ORGAN OF CPI(ML) 



STRUGGLES

granted them gratuity by holding 
that Anganwadi Workers (AWWs) 
and Anganwadi Helpers (AWHs) are 
entitled to gratuity. The said order 
was challenged by the State before the 
Appellate Authority, which dismissed 
these appeals and confirmed that the 
AWWs/AWHs are entitled to gratuity. 
The State further challenged this 
before the High Court of Gujarat, 
wherein the Single Bench dismissed 
their case vide judgment dated 6th 
June 2016. However, the State further 
challenged the Single Bench order 
before the Division Bench of the High 
Court of Gujarat, which allowed the 
State’s appeal. The Division Bench 
vide judgement dated 8th August 
2017 held that AWWs/ AWHs could 
not be said to be employees and the 
ICDS project cannot be said to be an 
industry. Further it held that as the 
remuneration or honorarium paid to 
them cannot be treated as wages, they 
are disentitled to gratuity. 

It is this judgment dated 8th August 
2017 that these workers and the 
Gujarat Anganwadi Karmachari 
Sangathan challenged in the Supreme 
Court, which has now held that 
AWWS/AWHs are entitled to gratuity. 
The Supreme Court, thereafter has 
directed that the State of Gujarat 
shall, within a period of three months 
from the date of the judgment (25th 
April 2022), take all necessary steps 
by the concerned authorities to 
extend benefits of the said Payment 
of Gratuity Act, 1972 to the eligible 
AWWs and AWHs in the state of 
Gujarat and further directed that 
all eligible AWWs and AWHs shall 
be entitled to simple interest @ 10% 
per annum. 

Besides upholding this right to 
gratuity of the AWWs/AWHs, there 
are certain crucial aspects of this 
Supreme Court judgement which 
need to be emphasised.

1. Role of AWWs/AWHs: 
The Supreme Court has accorded 
the highest recognition to AWWs/

AWHs by recognising them that 
these “frontline women workers 
are the backbone of the ICDS”, who 
facilitate child nutrition besides 
fighting malnutrition,  “played a 
pivotal and significant role during 
the Covid-19 pandemic which was 
the unprecedented health war faced 
by the nation in responding to the 
various challenges posed.”. The Court 
recognises that it is the AWWs/AWHs 
that are instrumental in the effective 
implementation of the State’s duties 
and responsibilities under the 
National Food Security Act, 2013. 
The Court has also recognised that 
it is the AWWs/AWHs who discharge 
the State’s obligations of providing 
pre-primary education to children 
of the age group of 3 to 6 years under 
section 11 of the Rights of Children to 
Free and Compulsory Education Act, 
2009 (RTE Act). 

2. Full-time job: In view of the 
abovesaid role of the AWWs/AWHs, 
the Court has concluded that AWWs 
and AWHs perform statutory duties 
and the posts of AWWs and AWHs are 
statutory posts. The Court has also 
concluded that in view of the duties 
performed by the AWWs/AWHs, it can 
no longer be said that they are “part of 
any temporary scheme of ICDS” and it 
“cannot be said that the employment 
of AWWs and AWHs has temporary 
status”. The Court has explicitly 
concluded that it is “impossible to 
accept the contention that the job 

assigned to AWWs and AWHs is a 
part-time job. Considering the nature 
of duties specified thereunder, it is 
full-time employment.”. 

3. Honorarium or wages?: The 
Supreme Court has conclusively 
rejected the oft-repeated argument 
of the Government that AWWs/
AWHs are paid honorarium and do 
not receive wages. To quote: “Learned 
counsel for the State has given much 
stress on the honorarium paid to 
the Anganwadi workers/helpers. 
Suffice it to say that the honorarium 
is basically the quantum of money 
offered/conferred to somebody 
who is especially a professional 
or a well honoured person for 
providing services. It is a voluntary 
process. However, what is being 
paid to Anganwadi workers/helpers 
with a nomenclature used by the 
respondents in projecting the term 
‘honorarium’, is in fact the ‘wages’ 
that has been paid for the services 
rendered at the end of the month.”. 

4. Correcting its own historic 
injustice: Every AWW/AWH and their 
organisation knows of the injustice 
caused to their cause by the 2007 
Ameerbi judgment of the Supreme 
Court. In this case, the Supreme 
Court held that the posts of AWWs 
were not statutory posts and the same 
have been created in terms of ICDS 
and that there was no relationship 
of employer and employee between 
the State Government and AWWs. 
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However, the Supreme Court in the 
present case, has effectively diluted 
and nullified the Ameerbi judgment. 
The Supreme Court has now held 
that: “Much water has flown after 
the decision in the case of Ameerbi 
(supra) was rendered in the year 2007. 
When the said decision was rendered 
by this Court, the 2013 Act was not 
on the statute book. As noted earlier, 
the Anganwadi centres established 
under ICDS have been given statutory 
status under the 2013 Act. Moreover, 
under Sections 4, 5 and 6 of the 2013 
Act, the Anganwadi centres perform 
statutory duties under the 2013 
Act.”. As such the Supreme Court 
has not recognised that AWWs and 
AWHs perform statutory duties and 
the posts of AWWs and AWHs are 
statutory posts.

5. Taking judicial notice of 
the demands of AWWs/AWHs and 
directing the Government to consider 
them: The Supreme Court has pointed 
out the unjust and dismal conditions 
of service of AWWs/AWHs and 
directed the Union Government take 
appropriate measures to ameliorate 
their situation. The Court has held 
that AWWs/AWHs “are deprived of 
a regular salary and other benefits 
that are available to employees of 
the State. Instead of a salary, they get 

only a so called paltry ‘honorarium’ 
(much lower than the minimum 
wages) on the specious ground that 
they are part-time voluntary workers, 
working only for about 4 hours a day.” 
Further the Court has held that the 
time has come when the Central 
Government/State Governments 
has to collectively come to find out 
“modalities in providing better 
service conditions” commensurate 
to the nature of job discharged by 
them. The Supreme Court has noted 
that, in the State of Gujarat, AWWs 
are being paid monthly remuneration 
of only Rs.7,800/- and AWHs are being 
paid monthly remuneration of only 
Rs.3,950/- while AWWs working in 
mini-Anganwadi centres are being 
paid a sum of Rs.4,400/- per month. 
After noting this the Court concludes 
as follows: “For all this, they are being 
paid very meagre remuneration and 
paltry benefits under an insurance 
scheme of the Central Government. 
It is high time that the Central 
Government and State Governments 
take serious note of the plight of 
AWWs and AWHs who are expected 
to render such important services to 
the society.” 

The fundamental issue though is 
the resistance put up by the BJP 
Governments at the Centre and 

State to the struggle of the AWWs and 
AWHs, even in Court. The abovesaid 
findings of the Supreme Court were in 
rejection of the arguments forwarded 
by Advocate Aastha Mehta, who 
appeared on behalf of the State of 
Gujarat and Ms. Aishwarya Bhati, 
the Additional Solicitor General who 
appeared on behalf of the Union of 
India. The fundamental aspect cannot 
be ignored, that the BJP government 
fought tooth and naila against AWWs/
AWHs getting their due rights. 
Indeed, this judgment affirms that 
the BJP governments at the Centre 
and State have suffered a telling 
blow at the hands of the sustained 
struggle of the AWWs and AWHs. 
The BJP government at the Centre 
must respect the conclusions of the 
Supreme Court, and the demands of 
AWWs/AWHs and immediately take 
all necessary steps to recognise grant 
them status of employees, revise their 
wages and declare better conditions 
of service on par with government 
servants. 

We can safely assume that the BJP 
government will not do this and a big 
battle lies ahead. Intensified struggles 
must be waged to compel the BJP to 
obey the Supreme Court order and 
meet the demands of AWWs/AWHs.n

ELECTORAL BONDS 
Enabling BJP And Its Donors To 
Benefit From Black Money And 
Corruption    

Investigative journalists of the 
Reporters’ Collective have 
recently uncovered the contents 

of the “sealed cover” submitted by 
the Election Commission of India 
to the Supreme Court in 2020 in a 
hearing of petitions challenging the 
legality of the Modi regime’s policy 

of Electoral Bonds. 

In 2017, the BJP introduced Electoral 
Bonds, supposedly to ‘cleanse the 
political system’ of corrupt donations 
and bring ‘transparency’ to political 
funding. But do Electoral Bonds 
ensure transparency or its opposite?  

What should transparency in 
political funding mean? It should 
mean that “we the people” have 
full knowledge of which persons 
and companies contributed how 
much to which party/parties. Why 
should political funding be public 
knowledge? So that “we the people” 
can judge whether or not the funding 
is resulting in corruption: i.e is the 
party (whether in Government or 
in Opposition) acting to benefit its 
big funders rather than the Indian 
public. So, if we know that Adani is 
donating large sums of money to the 
BJP, and then the BJP Government is 
making farm laws (or selling PSUs) 

22 | JULY 2022 | LIBERATION - CENTRAL ORGAN OF CPI(ML) 



STRUGGLES

to disproportionately benefit Adani, 
then we can conclude that the BJP 
is indulging in crony capitalism and 
corruption. 

Electoral Bonds, instead of letting 
the Indian voting public know who is 
donating how much to which party, 
allows persons and companies (both 
Indian and foreign) to anonymously 
donate unlimited sums of money to 
political parties. In other words, 
Electoral Bonds prevent Indian 
citizens from knowing the identity 
of donors and details of donations 
– and thus it provides cover for 
corruption. 

In 2017 itself, petitions were filed 
in the Supreme Court challenging 
Electoral Bonds, pointing out that 
they would enable rather than hinder 
political corruption. In March 2019, 
the Election Commission of India 
itself filed a writ petition asking 
the Supreme Court to roll back the 
Electoral Bonds scheme, warning 
that this scheme would enable the 
flow of black money into election 
funding and would even allow 
foreign entities to influence Indian 
politics and political decision-
making. Surely such a warning by 
the Election Commission of India 
warranted top priority attention 
by the Supreme Court? But in April 
2019 the SC asked the EC to submit 
details of political parties that had 
benefited of electoral bonds as well 
as details of funding amounts – in 
a sealed cover. Two whole years 
and a general election and several 
state elections later, the SC is yet 
to open the sealed cover, and has 
last held a hearing in the matter in 
January 2020. This speaks volumes 
for the concern and urgency our 
constitutional watchdog feels to 
prevent corruption, cronyism, black 
money, and foreign funding from 
vitiating Indian politics!    

The EC had stated that 105 parties 
had replied to its 2019 query about 
funding through Electoral Bonds, 

including 7 national parties, 3 state 
units of national parties and 20 
state parties and 75 unrecognised 
registered parties (with names like 
‘Hum aur Aap Party’, ‘Asli Deshi 
Party’ and ‘Sabse Badi Party’). It 
was implied that Electoral Bonds 
funding was spread across these 105 
parties. The Reporters’ Collective 
tracked down each of these parties 
to find out what they had submitted 
to the EC: the only way to find out 
the contents of the ‘sealed cover’. 

Shreegireesh Jalihal of the 
Collective, stated in a tweet: “What 
we found: All of the unrecognised 
parties and nearly half of the state 
parties on the EC list had never 
received any funds from Electoral 
bonds. Soon, a pattern emerged: 
These parties were asked by the EC 
to send sealed cover letters even if 
they did not get any bonds.” Of the 
105 parties named by the EC, only 
17 had actually received funds via 
Electoral Bonds, and two other 
parties that had not submitted 
letters to the EC had also received 
funds. So clearly, the Electoral 
Bonds scheme was benefiting 
a far smaller number of parties 
than that implied by the Election 
Commission’s list.   

How were the funds received 
through Electoral Bonds distributed 
across the beneficiary parties? 
Jalihal tweeted: “Over the three 
financial years we analysed, the 
BJP grabbed a whopping 67.8% of 
all funds through electoral bonds -- 
over Rs 4,215 crore of the Rs 6,201 
crore sold in the period.” 

Doesn’t the Electoral Bonds scheme 
prevent parties from knowing the 
identity of donors? Yes – but the 
significant exception is the ruling 
party at the Centre! Since the central 
Finance Ministry regulates the State 
Bank of India which is the only bank 
authorized to issue and encash the 
bonds, the Central Government and 
the ruling party can easily find out 

the identity of donors. This makes 
any decision by the ruling party or 
Government that benefits any of 
its donors, a potentially corrupt 
decision – all the more so because 
the scheme is designed to keep the 
donors’ identity hidden from voters 
and citizens.      

Jalihal summarises the situation: 
“Secret donors are providing large 
sums of unaccounted money largely 
to the one political party which 
can potentially find out who the 
donations go to -- the party in power 
at the Centre, which regulates the 
SBI through the finance ministry. 
The farcical sealed cover of 105 
parties with the Supreme Court 
holds nothing that could not 
have been found out by the court 
ordering the State Bank of India to 
tell any day. It has not heard the case 
for over 2 years and the money keeps 
rolling in for some.” 

Why is the Supreme Court delaying 
the hearing of the challenges to 
this scheme? This delay is only 
allowing the ruling BJP to benefit 
from large, secret donations from 
donors – allowing it to make policies 
to benefit these donors instead of 
the people of India. n   
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From Banned Big Notes to 
Cancelled Ration Cards

	\ DIPANKAR BHATTACHARYA 

Modi Regime’s Continuing War 
on the Poor

In early March when the BJP managed 
to retain power in Uttar Pradesh for 
the second term in a row, the victory 

was attributed among other things to 
the delivery of food among the poor 
to mitigate the extreme economic 
hardship caused by the cruel lockdown. 
‘Labharthi’ or beneficiary of various 
welfare and assistance schemes became 
a key talking point for poll analysts. With 
the elections over, the discourse is fast 
changing and quite ominously so.

Bulldozer has emerged as the latest 
symbol of the BJP model of governance 
and politics. The courts are being 
bombarded with cases seeking to alter 
the character of historic mosques and 
monuments. There is a clamour to 
change the 1991 law declaring the nature 
of places of worship as they stood on 15 
August 1947 as final and unchangeable. 
And in a rather surreptitious move, a 
sinister countrywide campaign has been 
unleashed to cancel ration cards, even 
intimidating card holders to ‘surrender’ 
their cards.

In several districts of UP, notices were 
issued by the district administration 
asking ‘ineligible’ ration card holders to 
surrender their cards within 20 May, with 
ineligibility being defined as something 
as basic as owning a pucca house or even 
a motorbike, or having an annual income 
of Rs 2 lakh in rural areas and Rs 3 lakh 
in urban areas. The ‘ineligible’ card 
holders were threatened with punitive 
measures including criminal cases and 
recovery of penalty at the rate of Rs 24 
for every kilogram of wheat and Rs 32 
for every kilogram of rice for the ration 
drawn on the card.

In the face of protests, the state 
government denied having issued 
any such notice, calling it a routine 
verification under the Food Security 
Act.  But tens of thousands of people 
have already been tricked and terrorised 

into surrendering their ration cards. In 
Uttar Pradesh, the department of food 
security is looked after directly by Chief 
Minister Yogi Adityanath. In Bihar, close 
to three million cards have already been 
cancelled. The methods adopted for 
cancellation vary in different states. 
In Karnataka, about 2.2 million cards 
have been ‘suspended’ on the pretext 
of non-completion of e-KYC process 
or furnishing of biometrics. Some half 
a million card-holders have been dubbed 
ineligible and half of these cards have 
already been cancelled The large-scale 
cancellation of ration cards is clearly the 
first step towards a serious dilution and 
dismantling of the public distribution 
system. This is a corollary to the Modi 
government’s design of corporate 
takeover of agriculture. Even though 
the government was compelled to 
repeal the three farm laws, the design is 
being pursued by all means. The current 
situation of India’s wheat procurement 
and distribution illustrates this design 
quite graphically. The Russian invasion 
of Ukraine in late February created a 
major disruption in global wheat supply 
and wheat prices began to shoot up in 
the international market.

Against this backdrop, India’s wheat 
exports jumped majorly from a little 
over 2 million tonnes in 2020-21 to 
more than 7 million tonnes in 2021-22. 
For 2022-23, the government has set its 
target above the ten million tonne mark. 
In April alone, the first month of the 
fiscal year, exports crossed 1.4 million 
tonnes. This is when Modi was telling 
Biden that India could feed the world. 
Even in early May Modi repeated the 
same line during his visit to Denmark. 
Alarmed by the developments in Sri 
Lanka and growing popular discontent at 
home over soaring fuel and food prices, 
the government has now announced a 
temporary ban on wheat exports.  But 
there are already signs of the restrictions 
being relaxed and with prices in the 
world market continuing to rise, the 
export restrictions can only be seen as 

a temporary arrangement.

The growing emphasis on export has 
meant a significant drop in procurement. 
The current Rabi Marketing Season all-
India wheat procurement is the lowest 
in last 12 years (at about 180 lakh metric 
tonnes in the current RMS, it is less than 
half of the previous year’s quantum). The 
share of FCI in total official procurement 
has dropped to an all-time low of 5.51%. 
It is not difficult to understand why the 
regime is now in such great rush to cancel 
as many ration cards as possible. The 
wheat allocation under PMGKAY has 
been reduced and in several states the 
government is reversing the wheat and 
rice ratio to provide more rice and less 
wheat. With ration cards cancelled and 
quantity of wheat allocation reduced, 
people will have to depend on open 
market purchase at much higher rate and 
this can only result in further reduction 
in food security and increased hunger.

As things stand, India already figures at 
the global bottom in terms of both Global 
Food Security Index and Global Hunger 
Index. In GFSI, India ranks 71st among 
113 countries and in GHI India ranks 
way worse – 101st out of 116 countries. 
It is therefore not difficult to assess the 
adverse impact of the ongoing dilution 
of the public distribution system and 
the systematic cancellation of ration 
cards. The concept of food security 
and food right should be universal, but 
India adopted the targeted approach 
resulting in greater exclusion of the 
poor given the high degree of targeting 
error and massive social and economic 
inequalities that further restrict the 
access of the needy and the marginalised 
to these targeted benefits.

Today large sections of Indian people are 
reeling under the combined economic 
burden of the pandemic and its adjunct, 
the cruel lockdown, and the resultant 
erosion of income and livelihood. The 
need of the hour is greater income 
and food support for the needy, and 
the government is doing just the 
opposite by snatching ration cards and 
promoting food insecurity and hunger. 
After demonetisation and lockdown, 
the ration card cancellation drive and 
surrender threat is a massive blow to 
India’s deprived millions. n
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Justice For Sanitary Workers
	\ CLIFTON D’ROZARIO 

The Madurai Bench of the 
Madras High Court has 
rendered an important 

judgment on 22nd April 2022 
(Madurai Corporation vs. The 
Inspector of Labour, Madurai 
and Ors), confirming the order of 
conferment of permanent status 
on 390 sanitary workers of the 
Madurai Municipal Corporation 
under the the provisions of the Tamil 
Nadu Industrial Establishments 
(Conferment of Permanent Status 
to Workmen) Act, 1981. 

Before getting into the judgment it is 
necessary to recognise that question 
of the rights of sanitation workers 
is finally gaining the prominence 
it deserves, mostly because of the 
heroic struggles being wages by 
the sanitation workers, across the 
country for wages, regularisation 
and dignity of work, on the streets 
and in Courts. 

Sanitation, in common parlance, 
is the promotion of hygiene 
and prevention of disease by 
maintenance of sanitary conditions 
by the removal of sewage and 
garbage and maintenance/
cleaning of sewerage systems. For 
this work, lakhs of workers are 
employed across the country and 
this workforce is predominantly 
Dalit pre-ordained as they are by 
the caste system to perform these 
jobs generationally and structurally 
oppressed and deprived of social 
dignity, education, proper housing 
and the fundamental choice of 
opting for other occupations. This 
work that secures the health of the 
residents of the country is caste-
based and hereditably tasked to the 
oppressed Dalit communities, who 
are invariably denied proper wages, 
job security, social security benefits, 
among other things. Babasaheb 
Ambedkar stated that: “Caste is not 

just a division of labour, but it is a 
division of labourers.” Sanitation 
workers are not merely individual 
members of this work force out of 
pure choice; but members, by birth, 
with inerasable identity and inter-
generational continuity. They have 
been forced into sanitation work 
by the inexorable evil power of the 
Indian caste system. 

The employment of these workers is 
not done through regular means and 
they are mostly daily-wage/guised 
contract workers. They are not even 
paid their basic minimum wages. 
They have no access to drinking 
water, toilets or urinals. As if these 
indignations were not sufficient, 
they also face casteist and classist 
prejudices and biases from the very 
people whose health they protect. 
Further sanitary workers suffer 
great indignation everyday in their 
work being forced to handle human 
faeces with their bare hands, and risk 
death every single time they enter 
manholes/sewer lines/soak pits etc. 
This is state-sanctioned manual 
scavenging and murder!

Another aspect is that these workers 
are primarily employed on daily-
wage or guised as contract workers. 
In fact, this is rampant in solid 
waste management in urban local 
bodies, where we find that there 

is no recruitment of permanent 
workmen, instead workers are 
employed on daily-wage basis 
or through sham contracts as 
safaikaramcharis/sanitary workers 
with no security of tenure, low wages 
and no social security benefits. The 
Governments and the Urban Local 
bodies have thrown to the winds the 
repeated cautions of the Supreme 
Court that the system of contract 
labour is nothing but an improved 
form of bonded labour and that it 
is nothing but a new technique of 
subterfuge adopted by employers 
in recent years in order to deny the 
rights of the workmen under various 
labour statutes. 

It is in this context that one needs to 
appreciate the Tamil Nadu Industrial 
Establishments (Conferment of 
Permanent Status to Workmen) 
Act, 1981, which mandates that 
every workman who is in continuous 
service for a period of four hundred 
and eighty days in a period of 
twenty four calendar months in 
an industrial establishment shall 
be made permanent. Similar is the 
Assam Industrial Establishments 
(Conferment of Permanent Status 
to Workmen) Act, 1985 conferring 
permanent status to workmen who 
have been in continuous service, 
whether daily wage employees, 
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contract or casual for a period of 
180 days in a period of 12 months.  

In the present case, the order 
of the competent authority 
under the Tamil Nadu Industrial 
Establishments (Conferment of 
Permanent Status to Workmen) 
Act, 1981, conferring permanent 
status on 390 sanitary workers of the 
Madurai Municipal Corporation was 
under challenge before the Division 
Bench of the Madras High Court. 
The salient aspects of the judgment 
are summarized below.

1. The Madras High Court 
has rightly rejected the argument of 
the State that Urban Local Bodies 
such as the Madurai Municipal 
Corporation are not covered 
by the Tamil Nadu Industrial 
Establishments (Conferment of 
Permanent Status to Workmen) 
Act, 1981. The Court has concluded 
that the function of the disposal 
of garbage/sanitary works carried 
out by the Corporation would fall 
within the ambit of the definition 
of 'manufacturing process' under 
Section 2(k)(i) of the Factories 
Act, 1948, hence automatically the 
Corporation would answer the 
description of a factory as defined 
under Section 2(m) of the Factories 
Act, 1948 and once it is concluded 
that the Corporation would be a 
factory, it would automatically 
answer the description of 
'industrial establishment' as 
defined under Tamil Nadu Industrial 
Establishments (Conferment of 
Permanent Status to Workmen) Act, 
1981.

2. The High Court also 
makes the important point that 
the Act does not make a distinction 
between a temporary employee 
appointed regularly or a temporary 
employee appointed irregularly, 
since it is a beneficial legislation 
intended to confer permanent 
status on workmen who satisfy the 
requirements of Section 3 of the said 

Act, in order to avoid continuous 
exploitation of workmen by 
employers. 

3. Most importantly the High 
Court has noted that the Municipal 
Solid Wastes (Management and 
Handling) Rules, show that every 
Urban Local Body is placed with 
the responsibility of collection 
and disposal of wastes, which 
cannot be termed as “a temporary 
phenomenon” and indeed is a 
continuing work to be carried out by 
the Corporation. As such the High 
Court rejected the contention that 
sanitary workers were employed 
purely on temporary basis to carry 
out the temporary work. 

4. Further the High Court also 
rejected the argument of the State 
that permanent status cannot be 
conferred in view of the judgment of 
the Supreme Court in the Uma Devi 
case, wherein the Supreme Court 
decried appointment of a person 
on temporary basis to regular posts 
in public employment. The High 
Court concluded that the decision 
of the Hon'ble Supreme Court will 
not put fetters on the applicability 
of the Tamil Nadu Industrial 
Establishments (Conferment of 
Permanent Status to Workmen) Act, 
1981. In fact the Court states that: 
“The manner in which they were 
recruited would definitely take the 
backseat, since the provisions of the 
Act 46 of 1981 which is a beneficial 
legislation, will have to be strictly 
construed and applied de hors the 
method of recruitment.”

The High Court finally concludes 
by taking judicial cognizance of 
the fact that  the State and Central 
Governments call themselves as 
Welfare Governments, but actually 
engage in unfair labour practices of 
employing temporary workmen even 
to discharge permanent work with 
impunity, especially in statutory 
corporations and the departments 
of the Government. 

This decision of the Madras High 
Court brings to fore the blatant 
exploitation of the predominantly 
Dalit sanitary workers by keeping 
them as temporary workmen under 
lower salary, though they do a work of 
permanent character. This judgment 
gives impetus to the struggle of the 
sanitary workers against the Tamil 
Nadu Government to immediately 
undertake the exercise of 
identifying all so-called temporary 
workers towards provide them 
permanent status under the Tamil 
Nadu Industrial Establishments 
(Conferment of Permanent Status 
to Workmen) Act, 1981.

The larger battle remains – 
developing a political understanding 
of how the caste system and the 
concept of untouchability has 
emerged alongside neoliberalism 
and urbanisation through various 
forms of sanitation work, and one 
of the most essential and radical 
steps in the struggle for justice for 
the workers is the struggle against 
caste system – the annihilation of 
caste.

Sanitary workers have been 
exploited under the daily-wage and 
contract systems with the threat of 
losing their jobs constantly hovering 
over their heads especially if they 
were to unionise or demand due 
wages and other conditions of 
service. The Modi government, 
through the Occupational Safety, 
Health and Working Conditions 
Code, 2020, will be granting legal 
status and sanction to this illegal 
practice of contractualization. 
In particular, “sanitation works, 
including sweeping, cleaning, 
dusting and collection and disposal 
of all kinds of waste” are excluded 
from the definition of core activity, 
as such the indiscriminate use of 
contract labour is granted express 
legal sanction. n 
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Google USA Pressured By 
Casteists Into Cancelling Talk 
By Dalit Activist  

	\ KAVITA KRISHNAN

O n the occasion of Dalit 
History Month in April 
2022, Tanuja Gupta, a 

senior manager at Google News 
in the USA, invited Thenmozhi 
Soundararajan (who runs a nonprofit 
organisation called Equality Labs) 
to deliver a talk on the topic of caste 
discrimination. But two days before 
the scheduled talk, Google News, 
under pressure from various senior 
personnel, decided to cancel the talk. 
The decision was taken, ironically, by 
the Chief Diversity Officer of Google 
News, among other officers! 

A Google spokesperson said that the 
talk was cancelled because “rather 
than bringing our community 
together and raising awareness — was 
creating division and rancour.” What 
does such a rationale imply? Would 
Google cancel a talk by a Black Lives 
Matter activist because some white 
supremacists expressed “rancour”? 
Or by a feminist because some 
patriarchs expressed “rancour”? 
The Google statement, by referring 
to casteist opposition to the talk 
by a Dalit and anti-caste activist as 
“division”, puts oppressors falsely on 

par with those resisting oppression. 

There is a flourishing lobby in the 
US and UK of Hindu-supremacists 
and caste-supremacists opposing 
anti-caste legislation or any other 
forms of action. This lobby brands 
any recognition of caste oppression 
as “Hindu-phobia” – displaying 
the Hindu-supremacist tactic of 
inversion that portrays the oppressors 
as victims of movements against 
oppression. 

Anti-caste activism, whether in 
India or in the Indian communities 
settled in other countries, is not 
“Hindu-phobic”, simply caste is not 
a mere “cultural aspect” of “Hindu 
culture”; it is a system of hierarchical 
oppression. Even Valmiki Dalits who 
identify as Hindus, for instance, 
protest against the discrimination 
and oppression they face as Dalits. 
Dalits who converted to Buddhism 
or Christianity also face oppression, 
segregation, and discrimination 
based on caste. 

And what better proof of caste 
discrimination in the US-based 
transnational tech workplace than 
the decision to cancel a talk on caste 
discrimination, on grounds that such 
a discussion might cause “division 
and rancour” between defenders 
(and deniers) of caste oppression, 
and those who experience it! n

Grabbed Temple Land Must 
Be Freed For Public Use

	\ MANAS JENA 

A ll over India most of the 
temples have landed 
property and wealth. 

Conservatively, it is estimated that 
there are about 24 lakh temples in 
the country. The State of Tamil Nadu 
has the highest number followed 
by Maharashtra. Lakhs of acres of 

land has been under the ownership 
of these temples managed by trusts 
under the provision of Temple 
Endowment Act, framed some time 
back in 1863 and followed even after 
independence.

However, it has been observed 
that these temple lands have been 

hugely unused, encroached and 
even illegally transferred in the 
absence of strong supervision by 
authorities in charge of such land 
affairs. With change of time, the 
demand for land has increased in 
the temple areas due to growing 
urbanization and multiple business 
purposes, paving way to suspicious 
and surreptitious activities of land 
mafias, builders and estate brokers 
to grab the shrine land. The apathy 
and inaction of the State has been 
criticised from various quarters with 
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a demand to restore and regain the 
land of the deities and make best use 
of the land, including for religious 
purpose.

The land grabbing cases are being 
reported from almost all States, 
including Odisha, which has a 
sizeable number of temples having 
land. There are about 18,000 
temples in the State having land. 
The Comptroller and Auditor 
General of India (CAG) in his report 
in 2020 on general and social sector 
tabled before the Assembly says that 
out of total 12,767 acres of land of 
13 temples, about 4,500 acres of 
landed property of six temples were 
under encroachment. The Debotter 
land of Dhenkanal featured in top 
under encroachment. The inaction 
and failure to trace and track the 
land occupied by the encroachers 
risk the property of its ownership 
getting changed over a course of 
time or it becoming legally and 
administratively difficult to recover 
the encroached land.

Similar complaints are being 
reported about other temples 
including the Lingaraj temple land 
of Bhubaneswar and Shri Jagannath 
temple, Puri. Around 60,426 acres 
of land recorded in name of Lord 
Jagannath has been identified in 
24 districts of the State. Added to 
this, more than 395 acres have been 
identified in States of West Bengal, 
Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh, 
Andhra Pradesh, Chhattisgarh 
and Bihar. These lands have been 
in possession of encroachers for 
decades. The Government of Odisha 
has made amendments in law to 
facilitate the settlement of land to 
eligible people.

There are hundreds of poor landless 
families in Puri and Khurda districts 
who are staying over temple land 
for generations without a record 
of rights. Their cases may be 
considered for a rightful settlement. 
During the period between 2001 

and 2021, about 387 acres were 
settled. The Odisha Government 
has planned to sell 35,000 acres 
of land of Shri Jagannath temple 
and the funds will be deposited as 
income of the temple.

In many cases it is found that 
the temple priest groups, royal 
families, trust members and other 
communities related to temple 
land are in possession of the land 
and many of them also illegally 
have sold out by misusing their 
social positions and trusteeship. 
The Supreme Court in a judgment 
on September 6, 2021said a priest 
cannot be treated as land owner or 
Bhuswami and the revenue records 
will not have the name of the priest. 
Pujaris do not have ownership 
rights as temple property belongs 
to deities, the court ruled.

The Madras High Court in a judgment 
in 2021 while recommending strong 
action against the encroacher also 
said that every inch of temple land 
either under encroachment or 
under illegal possession of lessees 
even after the end of lease period 
without the rent must be recovered 
at the earliest.

Many of the State Governments such 
as TN, AP, Karnataka, Maharashtra, 
Bihar and Odisha have started the 
recovery of the land and the plan 
for utilisation of the huge unused 
land for development purposes. 
They have brought changes in 
the earlier laws which were only 
allowing farming to earn revenue 
for temple maintenance. These 
States have made a move to make 
necessary amendments in State 
laws to allow easy process of sale, 
transfer and development of such 
land for public purpose, especially 
for health and education purposes.

It has been suggested by land rights 
movement groups that the temple 
land may be distributed among 
historically deprived landless poor 
for housing purposes but almost all 

State Governments have denied 
diverting the temple land for other 
purposes. The AP Government has 
denied distributing the temple 
land among the landless poor; 
rather the State Government has 
decided to purchase private land 
for distribution among the landless.

 The Bihar Government has started 
the process to dispossess the priest 
from illegal possession of temple 
land and make the land free for 
its use for public purpose, though 
the move of the Government was 
opposed by the priests who were 
made the de facto owner of the land. 
But the process of democratisation 
in temples must be encouraged by 
making the temple management 
socially inclusive of people of the 
same faith and the hegemonic 
dominance of priest groups must be 
neutralized with necessary legal and 
administrative measures.

The Constitution of India, Article 
25, speaks about the right to freedom 
of religion, freely profess, practise, 
and propagate religion, subject to 
public order, morality and health 
and ensures the Government’s 
right to regulate and restrict any 
economic, financial, political or 
other secular activity which may be 
associated with religious practices 
such providing for social welfare 
and reform or allowing equal 
access to all classes and sections 
of Hindus. The broad principle is 
that the State laws can regulate 
the administration of property 
of religious endowment. The 
Government of Odisha must amend 
the endowment laws to further 
facilitate the best management of 
temple land and its use for public 
purposes. 

(First published in The Daily Pioneer, 
17 June 2022)n
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Leaked Files Expose China’s Abuses In 
Uyghur Concentration Camps 

A hacker has exposed a trove 
of police files relating to 
China’s “re-education 

camps” for Uyghur people. These 
files conclusively disprove China’s 
attempts to showcase the camps to 
journalists as mere “re-education 
camps”. The files show thousands 
of haunting photos of incarcerated 
Uyghurs, including those of elderly 
people and children, whose crimes 
include “studying Quran with 
grandmother”, “growing beard” 
and so on. The youngest prisoner 
is a 15-year-old girl. Children of 
prisoners, as young as six, are also 
incarcerated with parents. 

A 2018 speech by a security minister, 
Zhao Kezhi, found in the files shows 
that by the late 2010s itself, between 
one and two million Uyghurs 
and other ethnic minorities were 
being kept in such camps. This 
speech praises Xi Jinping for giving 
“important instructions” for the 
construction of new camps to 
house the ever-increasing number 
of detainees, noting that existing 
camps are too crowded. 

The files show that there are two 
separate kinds of establishment: 

formal prisons as well as prison-
like camps. The conditions in these 
establishments are a far cry from 
what China has maintained are 
voluntary “vocational schools”. 

The level of “Big Brother” 
surveillance are terrifying. The BBC 
report on the Xinjiang Police Files 
say: “Many hundreds are shown to 
have been targeted for their mobile 
phone use - mostly for listening to 
“illegal lectures” or having encrypted 
apps installed. Others are punished 
with up to a decade in prison for not 
using their devices enough, with well 
over a hundred instances of “phone 
has run out of credit” being listed 
as a sign that the user is trying to 

evade the constant 
digital surveillance. 
The spreadsheets show 
how lives are sifted in 
search of the slightest 
of pretexts, which 
are turned into the 
broadest of charges - 
“picking quarrels” or 
“disturbing the social 
order” - and then 
punished as serious 
acts of terrorism; 
seven years, 10 years, 
25 years, the columns 

of sentences stretch on and on.” 

Humiliating prison conditions 
prevail: “A set of internal police 
protocols describes the routine 
use of armed officers in all areas 
of the camps, the positioning of 
machine guns and sniper rifles in the 
watchtowers, and the existence of a 
shoot-to-kill policy for those trying 
to escape. Blindfolds, handcuffs 
and shackles are mandatory for any 
“student” being transferred between 
facilities or even to hospital.”

China’s economic clout has 
silenced much of the world on its 
mass incarceration and abuse of 
the colonised Uyghurs and other 
Turkish peoples. Currently, the 
concentration camps and prisons for 
millions of Uyghurs, based on their 
identity rather than their actions, is 
perhaps the longest-standing and 
worst instance of a state-sponsored 
Islamophobic crime. China accuses 
any critics of being influenced by 
“western media propaganda”. But 
as Liberation observed in its August 
2020 issue, China’s own publicly 
available white papers justify the 
profiling and mass incarceration 
of Uyghurs using the “western” 
imperialist narrative of “War on 
Terror”. n
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People’s Uprisings Leads to
 Historic Mandate in Colombia

Last year, in 2021, the Latin 
American country of 
Colombia witnessed wave 

of mass uprising against the right-
wing government of Iván Duque. 
The Duque government, riding on 
neoliberal policies, had introduced 
a series of anti-people measures 
including cuts in social security 
and privatization of healthcare. 
The brutal state repression against 
the striking workers, students, and 
indigenous population in April-June 
2021 led to the death of over 80 
people, and around 2000 arbitrary 
detentions.  

A year later, in 2022, the people 
of Colombia, have thrown the 
government of Duque out of power. 
In the Presidential elections held on 
May 29, 2022, left-wing candidate 

and former member of M-19 
movement, Gustavo Petro was 
elected as the President. Francia 
Marquez, an environmental lawyer 
and anti-mining activist was elected 
as the Vice President, making her 
the first women of Afro-Colombian 
descendent of to hold the post.

The results, which were declared on 
June 19, saw Petro and Marquez’s 
Historic Pact alliance defeating 
the Construction business magnate 
Rodolfo Hernández Suárez in the 
Presidential elections. 

The left-wing Historic Pact has 
promised to stop the neoliberal 
onslaught that the country 
had been witnessing for years 
under successive conservative 
governments. The alliance has 
proposed to battle the issue of 

hunger by strengthen the state 
social security system. Progressive 
agrarian reforms, strengthening the 
public health system, increasing 
taxes on the super-rich and 
promoting green energy are some 
of the commitments in the Petro-
Marquez alliance. Marquez has 
advocated for more representation 
of women, Afro-Colombians and 
indigenous communities; who 
have been largely excluded from 
Colombian politics.

This mandate of 2021 elections in 
historic and significant as the results 
stem from the people’s uprising 
and general strikes against the 
conservative and right-wing policies 
that had led to increasing poverty, 
inequality, corruption and state-led 
violence. n

In Solidarity with the  
SSC Struggle in West Bengal

C om. Dipankar Bhattacharya 
along with Comrades 
Abhijit Mazumdar, Jayatu 

Deshmukh, Kartick Pal and Somenath 
Chatterjee expressed their support 
and solidarity for the ongoing SSC 
struggle in West Bengal. The battle 
in its second phase entered its 273rd 
day under the banner of Yubo-
Chhatro Adhikar Mancha (Platform 
for Student-Youth Rights) and is 
going on uninterrupted at the Gandhi 
Statue near the Kolkata Maidan 
despite heavy police restrictions and 
occasional repression. 

A few thousand teachers-in-waiting 
who have cleared the West Bengal 
School Service Commission are 
still awaiting their appointment 

as teachers in government schools 
for several years now. Meanwhile 
the list is being manipulated and 
select candidates are being picked 
up for appointment on the basis of 
considerations other than the merit 
list.

One of the most brazen cases of 
manipulation concerns the Minister 
of State for Education Mr. Paresh 
Adhikari whose daughter was 
appointed out of turn two years ago. 
The High Court has dismissed the 
appointment and the minister accused 
of irregularities in appointment is 
facing a CBI probe. The least the 
TMC government should have done 
was to drop him and the other accused 
minister Partha Chattopadhyay from 

the cabinet, instead the government 
is trying to stop the agitation of the 
SSC approved would be teachers.

It is the historic protracted battle of 
these teachers-in-waiting which has 
actually exposed the appointment 
scam and forced the government to 
make some token recruitments.n
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Hunger Strike by CPIML 
against Police Atrocities in 
Ranchi

CPIML organized a one-day hunger 
strike on 16 June 2022 in front of Bapu 
Vatika at Morhabadi Maidan in Ranchi 
against the continuing repression, 
after the brutal incident of police 
firing on muslim protesters on 10 
June, against minority community 
and innocent persons by the 
administration and at the behest of 
a Sanghi-minded Governor and the 
silence of the State government. The 
hunger strike was led by MLA Vinod 
Singh, CPIML State Secretary Manoj 
Bhakt, CC member Shubhendu Sen, 
Bhuvaneshwar Kewat, Mohan Dutta, 
Sudama Xalkho, Nandita, Sindhi 

Xalkho, Eti Tirkey, Sushma, Noreen 
Akhtar, Sohail, Abhay, Amanat, 
Kalicharan, Pushkar Mahto, Bhim 
Sahu and Emanul Haq.

Addressing the press after the 
protest Vinod Singh said that the 
central government is intervening 
unconstitutionally in Jharkhand on 
state and government machinery. He 
also informed of CPIML’s support 
to the Mahagathbandhan candidate 
Shilpi Tirkey in the Mandar by-
election.

Comrade Vinod Singh said that 
video footage shows clearly that 

the in Ranchi police firing was done 
not to disperse the crowd but with a 
view to 'teaching a lesson'. Despite 
prior notice of the protest, high level 
officials were not apprised of the 
situation. That was a grave mistake. 
The enquiry committee should 
investigate these facts with full 
seriousness and the guilty officials 
should be punished. The police and 
administration by-passing the law 
and courts and taking on the role of 
disbursing justice is highly dangerous 
for democracy. 

Comrade Vinod Singh further 
said that the corruption of the 
infamous Pooja Sharma flourished 
at the best under the BJP’s Raghuvar 
government. The chances of corrupt 
officials getting away scot free are 
greater due to the double standards 
of the Central government. 

A team of party leaders led by MLA 
Vinod Singh met the families of 
police firing victims Mohd Sahil and 
Modassir at their homes in Chistia 
Nagar, Karbala Chowk and Tiwari 
Tank Street, Hindpeedi respectively, 
got appraised of the real situation 
and expressed deep condolences 
to the bereaved families. The team 
comprised Vinod Singh, Shubhendu 
Sen, Bhuvaneshwar Kewat, Nadeem 
Khan, Nandita Bhattacharya and 
Noreen Akhtar. n

Widespread Protests Against 
Islamophobic Hate Speeches 
and Bulldozer Raj

CPIML organised protest 
rally in Kolkata, West 
Bengal on 12 June against 

Islamophobic hate speeches by 
BJP. General Secretary of CPIML 
Com. Dipankar Bhattacharya 
condemning the police brutality and 
killing of protesting youth Mudassir 

and Sahil stressed upon the need 
to resist the illegal Bulldozer raj 
with widespread protests. CPIML 
demanded immediate action against 
Nupur Sharma and Naveen Jindal for 
the hate speech under relevant Cr. 
P. C. sections.  

Regarding the police firing in 

Ranchi, Jharkhand, the party has 
said that the vandalization and 
violent police firing during protests 
in Ranchi were due to serious 
administrative negligence by the 
Hemant government. It is clear 
from available video footage that 
shots were fired into the crowd in 
the name of aerial firing, resulting in 
the death of two youths. CPIML has 
demanded action against the guilty 
police personnel. This incident must 
thoroughly be investigated through 
a judicial inquiry. 
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The government and police cannot 
shirk accountability for the deaths 
that occurred due to police firing 
into the crowd. The government 
should give monitory compensation 
as well as other required help to the 
families of the deceased.

Furthermore, the party strongly 
opposes and condemns the 
Bulldozer Raj in Uttar Pradesh, 
where for the second consecutive 
day BJP ruled government have 
launched demolition and witch-
hunting campaign against people 
from Muslim communities, 
especially targeting anti-CAA 
activists and their family members. 
Such illegal demolition and reprisal 
campaign to harass and threaten a 
particular community has no place 
in democracy. 

On 13 June a protest was held in 
Delhi against the demolition of 
Afreen Fatima's house in Prayagraj/
Allahabad and BJP's fascist Bulldozer 
Raj targeting members of Muslim 
community. 

Citizens' March in Patna against 
Bulldozer Raj and Organized Attacks 
on Muslims 

A citizens' march was organized in 
Patna on 14 June 2022 against hate-
mongering and organized attacks 
against Muslims through the vulgar 
and offensive remarks on Prophet 
Mohammed by BJP spokespersons. 
The march started from IMA hall and 
culminated in a meeting at Kargil 
Chowk. Leaders and activists from 
opposition parties and people's 
organizations attended the march, 
including CPIML General Secretary 
Dipankar Bhattacharya, all CPIML 
MLAs, RJD leader Alok Mehta, CPIM 
leader Arun Mishra, Congress leader 
Shakeel Ahmed and leaders from 
AIPF, AISA, RYA and JASAM. Slogans 
were raised against Bulldozer Raj 
and the razing of Afreen Fatima's 
house, against Nupur Sharma's and 
Navin Jindal's hate speeches, and 
against the police firing in Ranchi. 

Addressing the meeting, Dipankar 
Bhattacharya said that the 
objectionable remarks against 
Prophet Mohammed by BJP 
spokespersons drew worldwide 
condemnation and diplomatic 
chastisement of Indian High 
Commissions in Arab countries, 
which led BJP leaders to say that 
Nupur Sharma and Navin Jindal 
were 'fringe elements' who should 
not be taken seriously. But this is a 
lie. They are not the fringe but the 
core of BJP. Their offensive remarks 
against Prophet Mohammed are an 
attack not only against Muslims but 
against the Constitution and the very 
foundation of India. Today there 
are protests across the country but 
what is the government's attitude? 

Jharkhand is not under BJP rule 
but the police there are controlled 
by BJP and 2 youths were killed in 
police firing in Ranchi. In Allahabad, 
the home of a well-respected anti-
CAA activist was demolished by 
bulldozers. The message is that 
if you dare to raise your voice in 
protest, you will be shot dead, your 
homes will be bulldozed and you 
will rot in jail. Today every citizen 
of India needs to stand up to protect 
our democracy, our Constitution 
and our composite culture. 

RJD leader Alok Mehta and CPI-M 
leader Arun Mishra stressed the need 
to fight communalism and fascism 
and put up a united resistance to the 
bulldozing of India's democracy. n

Protests in Delhi and Kolkata against fascist Bulldozer Raj. 
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Patna Bulldozer Victims Gherao 
Collector 

A march was held on 8 June 
in front of the DM Patna 
office led by the CPIML 

City Committee and Zameen Bachao 
Sangharsh Morcha (Save Land and 
Housing Front). A few days ago 
bulldozers razed down homes built 
on private land on the banks of 
this ghat. A movement against this 
demolition is going on relentlessly, 
whereas the government is adopting a 
repressive attitude, claiming that this 
is government land. 

The march was led by CPIML 
legislative party leader Mahboob 
Alam and Phulwarisharif MLA Gopal 
Ravidas. Hundreds of activists along 
with victim citizens participated 
in the march. The DM held talks 
with a 10-member delegation 
comprising Mahboob Alam, Gopal 
Ravidas, CPIML Patna City Secretary 
Abhyuday, Anay Mehta, Ramnarayan 
Singh, Vinay Kumar, Balram 
Chaudhury, Mohd Javed, Devratan 
Prasad, Ravindra Rai, Uday Rai and 

Pannalal. The DM constituted an 
enquiry committee for the resolution 
of the matter. The committee will 
submit its report within 15 days. 
This enquiry committee includes 
the DCLR, Upper Collector, Zonal 
Officer, worker Amin and 8 people 
from among the victims of the 
demolition. 

Speaking on the occasion, Mahboob 
Alam said that the government wants 
to crush all voices for justice under its 
bulldozers. This battle will be fought 
till the last breath, on the streets as 
well as from inside the Assembly 
during the monsoon session. n

Statewide Protests in Bihar 
Against Debt Driven Suicide 
Deaths

C PIML, AIARLA and Self 
Help Group Sangharsh 
Samiti organized statewide 

protests and observed 11 June 
as Freedom from Debt Day in 
protest against the collective debt-
driven suicides of 5 persons from 
the same family at Mou village in 
Vidyapatinagar, Samastipur and the 
starvation-driven deaths of 5 persons 
from the same family who consumed 
poison in Patepur, Vaishali District.

Freedom from Debt Day was organized 

at Kargil Chowk in the capital Patna. 
The program was addressed by AIPWA 
General Secretary Meena Tiwari, 
AIPF leader Kamlesh Sharma, City 
Secretary Abhyuday, AICCTU State 
Secretary Ranvijay Kumar and AIPWA 
leaders Shashi Yadav and Anita Sinha. 
Present on the occasion were senior 
party leader KD Yadav and many other 
leaders and activists. The leaders said 
that the Bihar government's attitude 
to the 5 suicides each in Samastipur 
and Vaishali is extremely insensitive. 

People are dying due to debt trap and 
starvation. Our party has repeatedly 
demanded that the government 
should take concrete measures to 
relieve the common people from debt 
traps and torture by moneylenders 
and micro-finance companies, but 
the government has turned a deaf 
ear and the result is heart-rending 
tragedy as in Mou (Samastipur) and 
Patepur (Vaishali). Demonetization, 
Corona, lockdown, inflation and 
unemployment have broken the backs 
of the common people. Our demand 
has been for sustenance allowance 
of Rs 7500 per month for families 
outside the income tax ambit, but 
the government does not care for the 
poor. In a state where people are dying 
of starvation, foodgrains are being 
used for the manufacture of ethanol! 
Our demands are: an immediate 
end to usury by moneylenders; 
waiver of all loans up to Rs 5 lakhs; 
immediate payment of Rs 20 lakhs as 
compensation to each of the victim 
families and steps for the safety of 
the remaining family members from 
moneylenders' torture.

Freedom from Debt Day was also 
observed in Beguserai, Samastipur, 
Darbhanga, Hilsa, Gaya, Arwal, Ara, 
Siwan, Purnea, Nawada and other 
Districts.n
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Brother’s Keeper: 

A Turkish Diagnosis of 
Authoritarianism 

	\ DIPESH MITTAL 

S ince the birth of modern 
education, State has always 
tried to influence the field 

of pedagogy. The School serves as a 
place where State first tries to turn 
citizens into obedient subjects. 
The Turkish film, Brother’s Keeper 
- showcased at Habitat International 
Film Festival 2022, Delhi- provides 
the microscopic vision of this 
process. 

The film, set in a boarding school for 
Kurdish boys in Eastern Anatolia, 
follows the journey of Yusuf, an 11 
year old boy, trying to care for his 
friend, Mehmat. The story begins 
with the teacher punishing three 
boys (including Mehmat) by making 
them bathe in cold water in the 
chilling night weather of -35 degrees. 
He directs a boy to pour water on 
another boy and vice versa. A bath 
prefect is called upon to keep a watch 
on these punished kids. There is a 
prefect for all things including a 
sickroom prefect. The next morning, 
Mehmat falls ill and become 
unconscious. Yusuf is directed to 
take Mehmat to sickroom, a room 
with only medicines, managed 
by another school student. In the 
assembly, the principal berates 
students for not following the rules 
in spite of state providing free food 
and water to bath once a week. It is 
followed by a student being publicly 
punished by shaving bald patch from 
the middle of his head for running 
away to the city. All deviation from 
the rule is met with punishment. 
In another scene a boy during the 
lunch room tries to smuggle extra 
bread, when caught and asked by the 
teacher, Salem, ‘Why?’ He replies 
that a single slice doesn’t fill his 

belly. His honesty is rewarded by 
starving him.  

When authorities finally realize 
the gravity of the situation, it is 
decided to take Mehmat to hospital. 
However, there’s no ambulance 
available, the roads are blocked, and 
the other option of using sledging 
with the help of locals – but the 
authorities are too arrogant to ask 
for any help. At this moment, the real 
series of events leading to Mehmat’s 
unconsciousness unfolds. Teachers, 
overworked and underpaid, play 
a blame game. All of them are 
negligent of their duties. All of 
them are guilty (including Yusuf ). 
The movie ends with a bare-headed 
Yusuf taking a bath. It has a chilling 
effect (no pun intended). None of 
the others are held accountable.  
In this film directed and written 
by Ferit Karahan, the characters in 
the film use humour to survive in 
the ruthless environment. Is this 
School? Or a reflection of the state? 
Or is it the state itself ? 

There are many ways to read this 
film. One aspect is the torment that 
Kurdish child has to suffer in state-
run Turkish schools. Another is what 
happens when the schools are turned 
into an authoritarian warehouse. 
And a third is the response of those 
in power during a crisis.

In Turkey, the use of Kurdish 
language is restricted. The 
Residential Schools are designed 
to convert Kurd children into 
obedient Turks. In India, a similar 
model only for tribal communities 
is followed by the Eklavya Model 
Residential Schools funded under 
the central Ministry of Tribal Affairs, 

and monitored by the respective 
state government. Eklavya, the 
name taken from a character of 
Mahabharata is a tell-all, and 
betrays the constitutional values of 
pluralism and diversity inscribed in 
the Constitution. There are reports 
of flagrant sexual abuse, low quality 
of living condition, and substandard 
quality of education being given 
to the pupils in these schools. In 
Odisha, as per the response to a RTI 
report filed by the Economics Times 
in 2015, there were 155 deaths and 
16 cases of sexual abuse reported in 
these residential schools, excluding 
the data from some districts which 
were yet to respond. This parallel 
between the Kurdish children 
experience and Tribal children 
experience is not only relatable, 
but raises deep concerns on the 
functioning of State in the domain 
of pedagogy.

In one scene, Yusuf out of 
helplessness and desperation 
smuggles a phone to call his mother. 
His mother refuses to understand 
the situation or emotional condition 
of Yusuf and admonishes him, 
“What does Mehmat’s health has to 
do with you? You focus on studies”. 
This inability of Yusuf ’s mother to 
empathies with him translates into 
the sheer loneliness and alienation 
faced by Kurd children in Turkey’s 
schools. In August 2017, Haider Ali 
Khan, a 9 year old boy, went viral on 
social media for hosting a national 
flag in chest-deep water in a school in 
Dhubri, Assam - a flood prone area. 
He was celebrated. No questions 
were raised on the health risks or 
other risks run by the child. Later, 
this boy was left out of the final 
draft of the NRC. The news reports 
of floods in Assam have again begun. 
Who would this boy call for help? 
How will the State react? Will there 
be empathy and care for him or just 
admonishment to follow duties? n

REVIEW
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Afghanistan Earthquake
CPIML Liberation is deeply grieved by the news of death 
and destruction caused by a powerful earthquake in Eastern 
Afghanistan on Wednesday morning. According to reports, 
more than 1000 people have been killed in the 5.9 magnitude 
earthquake that struck near the city of Khost. 

The impact of the disaster has been exacerbated by the 
severe economic crisis the country had been facing since the 
withdrawal US led occupation forces. Economic sanctions 
on the new Taliban regime and freezing of Afghan central 
bank assets, including foreign reserves in the US has led to 
extreme situations of poverty, hunger and severe shortage of 
medicines and life-saving medical supplies. 

We stand with people of Afghanistan in this time of crisis 
and economic sanctions placed on the country must 
be withdrawn. International community must provide 
immediate rescue and humanitarian support to help the 
people of Afghanistan.
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